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Environmental protections are made by ordinary people who choose to act. 
Earth Day is more than a social media moment. 

Awareness without action doesn’t save the planet. 
 

Small actions make a difference. 
Here are some suggestions that you can help the health of our planet. 

1. Join or organize a local cleanup.  Earthday.org 
has a global cleanup map to help your find clean-
up drives in your area.  Spend some time cleaning 
up litter.  You will not only help the Earth, but 
you may make new friends! 

 
2. Optimize your thermostat.  By regulating the 

amount of energy used to heat or cool your home, 
you can decrease the carbon emissions generated 
by power plants.  It is suggested to aim for 68 de-
grees in the winter and 78 degrees in the winter.   

 
3. Reduce disposables and opt for reusables. Con-

sider using stainless steel water bottles instead of 
plastic, use canvas bags for shopping, bring your 
own reusable coffee cups. 

 
4. Wash cold and hang dry. 90% of washing ma-

chine energy is spent on heating the water, not 
cleaning your clothes.  Cold water is gentler on 
your fabrics and helps them last longer. (Consider 
also turning off the heat drying feature on your 
dishwasher) 

5. Reduce food waste. The USDA estimates a fami-
ly of four throws away roughly $1500 worth of 
food every year.  Suggestions to reduce this in-
clude “shopping your pantry before you shop the 
store.” (Use what you already have).  If you have 
a yard, composting recycles the scraps to useable 
soil enhancements instead of atmospheric gasses. 

 
6. Reduce driving in favor of walking or biking.

 For quick and shorter-distance trips, walk or bike 
instead of driving.  That not only cuts emissions 
and reduces gas costs, but the exercise and fresh 
air may reduce stress as well! 

 
7. Plant something… plant anything! Planting 

trees helps absorb CO2, reduces urban heat, and 
supports biodiversity.  Many organizations ask for 
volunteers to help with community greenspace 
development.  But even on a smaller scale, you 
can improve your environment by growing herbs 
on a windowsill or flowers in a small garden or in 
a pot on your porch or balcony. 

 

Obviously, these are only a small sample of things you can personally do to help the planet survive.  But they are 
a start.  One day of action changes nothing, though, but making these changes a habit and multiplying that effort 
by many concerned people will make a difference.  The suggestions above cost very little.  What will YOU do?  

April 22 
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   Well, here we are getting into April!  Camping sea-
son is here, as the Retiree Rally will be over when 
you are reading this.  From the Facebook posts, it 
looked like a good time.  Congratulations to Harlan 
and Lori for co-hosting this year's rally.  Harlan & 
Lori and Pat & Gerry Rozelle were the only ones in 
the Indiana picture this year.  Indiana was represent-
ed! 
 
NATIONAL:  If you haven't been to the updated 
FCRV website, you need to check it out.  Carl and 
Lloyd worked really hard to get it updated and more 
modern.  I think they did a wonderful job.  Check it 
out at www.fcrv.org. 
   The trustees have discontinued the Program certifi-
cates. This includes Campers Actively Moving Pro-
gram (CAMP), DASAT and any other program that 
used to give certificates.  The CAMP and all pro-
grams are still in effect.  We will still do our CAMP 
walks that the state campouts.  If you have any ques-
tions, you can ask Ed or myself at the May Campout. 
   The last national news is you all need to be getting 
ready to attend 2026 Campvention in South Dako-
ta.  We'll talk at the May campout to see who all will 
be attending. 
 
REGIONAL:  The Great Lakes Regional will be Au-
gust 5-9 at the Kenosha County Fairgrounds in Wil-
mot, WI.  You can fill out the Regional form (in this 
edition of the Chatter) or I will have forms at Green-
town if you want to write a check and register at that 
time.  Connie Black (regional director) is planning a 
great time and is working on the schedule.  I can 
share that we will be playing Pirate Ship Battleship 
(if you were at Shipshewana last year you know). 
 
LOCAL:  Ed and I are finalizing the May Cam-
pout.  You can find the schedule in this issue of the 
Chatter.  You will pay for camping and activity on 
Friday evening.  Reminder:  Do NOT stop at the 
Howard County Fairgrounds office.  They want us to 
collect all the fees and turn in one check.   

(/see STATE DURECTOR, Continued on page 4) 
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   Spring is here and camping season is upon us. 
Remember to sort out your rigs for what you need 
and what you don't need to haul around. Do all the 
preventive stuff as well. 
   Ang and I have the agenda planned for the 
Spring campout at Howard County Fairgrounds in 
Greentown, Indiana, on May 8-10. Look elsewhere 
in the CHATTER [Page 10] for the program of the 
event. 
   Then we have the National Campvention and our 
Regional campout before the State Summer Cam-
pout hosted by the Fireflies and Coffee Pot Camp-
ers. It is at Lazy L Campground in West Terre 
Haute on August 21-23. Call for reservations with 
the sites C1 through C12 or B9 through B19. The 
B sites are 50 amp. 
   The Fall Invitational is at Amishville 
Campground in Geneva on October 2-4. The trus-
tees will discuss this at the Spring campout and 
will let you know the theme and agenda after that. 
   With that and regular chapter camping happen-
ing, our schedule is getting full. Make sure your 
chapter’s camping schedule is in the CHATTER, 
because if that weekend is open, we just might 
crash it.  
   Start thinking about hosting a campout for next 
year's schedule. Find the grounds and you’ll find 
that everyone else will help to make it successful. 
If you have questions, ask any trustee on how it 
works. 
   Happy Easter to everyone and hopefully the kids 
find all the Easter eggs so the mower won't! 
   Until next time 
   Ed 
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Hello Camp Family,  
    Howdy from sunny, warm (82), dry, Mineola, 
Texas. As I'm writing this we are enjoying great 
weather here. But the locals are under a burn ban be-
cause of the drought. I'm guessing we have some-
where between 50 to 75 rigs, with, I believe, 4 off 
site at local hotels.  
 
We are taking advantage of some of discounts. Lori 
and had our camper’s tanks cleaned. I was surprised 
at what residue was flushed out of our tanks. The 
best part is our indicators read properly now! That’s 
something to think about at Campvention if you're 
tired of guessing how full your holding tanks are. 
 
We have decided to chair next year's Retiree Rally in 
Natchez, Louisiana, and would like invite y'all to join 
us. I don't have the March dates in front of me, but 
there's time register.         
 
I'm adding a few photos of the stage and tables Lori 
and I setup. [See page 5]. Thank You to all for the 
compliments on the  presentation. 
We’re looking forward to seeing Y'all in April as we 
kick off our Indiana season.  
        Until we share another campfire,  
         God Bless  
          Harlan Nigh  

Hi there, 
    Well it won't be long now till we can get the 
campers out.  It would help if the weather would get 
stable with the seasons.  
   I am ready to start walking to get prepared for the 
camp walk. (I am also ready to get out and start 
working on gardening and flowers.)   
   So with that said don't forget to pack walking 
shoes for the spring campout that Ed and Angie have  
planned for us. I am sure it will be a good weekend.  
   Also, don't forget about the pop tabs and 
other donations for Riley  Hospital. 
   HAPPY EASTER to all and I hope the Easter Bun-
ny hops your way.  
Until next time, 
 
Patti Thieme  

   It appears that spring is trying to come pouring into 
Indiana. But there have been warm days, and cold, 
and warm, and cold again! It is Indiana after all! 
   Our spring flowers are blooming, and my mother-in
-law brought over a different variety of daffodils 
from her mom’s house to share. My flower beds are 
calling but I hesitate to answer that call!  
   Pruning back old, dead plant debris too early is bad 
for pollinators. Many overwinter in the stalks of dead 
plants until it warms up enough to come out. Leaving 
your flower beds to lie until after the threat of frost 
has passed saves many little lives. It’s the perfect ex-
cuse to walk away from the work with a clear con-
science.  
   But not to worry! There are plenty of other projects 
waiting for me! 
 
Until we camp together, 
Misty 

 
Make sure you are registered for the August Cam-
pout at Lazy L Lake Campground.  Call today and 
get your site booked!   
 
The Fall Invitational will be back at Amish-
ville.  Make sure you have contacted Deena for a 
site.  I am sure she will have her files at Greentown, 
you can verify and pick you site then. 
 
That's all I have for this month.  See everyone 
soon...camping season is here!  We have one sched-
uled before our May campout. 
 
Angie Shaneyfelt 

STATE DIRECTOR (Continued from page 2) 



5  

 

The Hoosier Chatter                                                                                                                  April 2026 



6  

 

The Hoosier Chatter                                                                                                                  April 2026 

Rick Lucas has a lot of camping gear that he is no 
longer needs.  This includes tents and sleeping bags 
and much more.   
 
Rather than selling it, he would like to give it so 
someone who could use it. 
 
If you have need of anything to enhance your 
camping experience or know of anyone who would 
like to start camping well equipped,  please contact 
Rick at 317-372-9458 to see what all he has! 

MARKETPLACE 

SALAD 
• 2 (15 oz) can green bean, drained 
• 2 (15 oz) can sweet corn, drained 
• 2 (15 oz) cans green peas, drained 
• 1 (2 oz) jar pimentos with oil 
• 2 stalks celery, finely diced. 
• 1/2 white onion, diced 
• 1 green bell pepper, diced 

DRESSING 
• 3/4 c granulated sugar 
• 3/4 c white wine vinegar 
• 1/2 c olive oil 
• 1 1/2 tsp salt 
• 1/2 tsp black pepper 
• 1/2 tsp onion powder 

EASY MARINATED SALAD 
 

INGREDIENTS 

DIRECTIONS 
1. In a small bowl, whisk together all dressing ingredients until well combined. 
2. In a large bowl, add all salad ingredients. 
3. Pour dressing over the salad ingredients.  Toss until all are well coated. 
4. Cover and chill for 8 hours or overnight, stirring after a few hours. 
5. Serve chilled. 
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   Christina Sue Lucas (Coy) died unexpectedly at Com-
munity Hospital South on Friday, March 6, 2026. Chris-
tina was 61. 
   She was resident of Shelbyville and previously of 
Greenwood Indiana. She is survived by her husband, 
Richard Lucas of Shelbyville, Indiana; sons Christo-
pher Bardos, Whiteland, Indiana, and Nathan Bardos, 
Greenwood, Indiana; and three step children Jay and 
Amber Young of Beech Grove, Indiana,  Justin Lucas of 
Plainfield, Indiana, Jaimie Lucas of Danville and 5 
grandchildren. 
   Christina is also survived by her father Melvin Coy 
and Nancy Coy of Whiteland, Indiana and Mother Judy 
Brown Coy Grant of New Whiteland, Indiana, brother 
Phil (Sherna) Coy of the Philippines; nephews, Kyle 
Coy, Riley Coy, and Tyler Coy, great niece Grace. 
brother Michael Anthony Coy of New Whiteland and 
niece Bella Coy of New Whiteland, IN. 
   Christina was preceded in death by her son, Steven 
Bardos of Greenwood, IN. 
  Christina graduated from Franklin College as a CPA 
and earned masters degree in college aid from Indi-
ana State University.  She worked for Franklin college 
for 15 years. She then worked for Care Star in social 
work and took care of her son Steven Bardos until he 
passed 2 years ago.  
   Christina loved camping. She was past President of 
Indiana FCRV, a charter member of Coffee Pot Camp-
ers and a life time member of both Good Sam’s and 
FCRV Camping Clubs.  
   Christina loved camping, traveling world and meet-
ing people.  
   Final care entrusted with Jessen Funeral Home of 
New Whiteland, Indiana. A Celebration of Life will be 
in August on her birthday. Contributions can be made 
to American Cancer Society and FCRV Club 
 
Condolences may be sent to  
   Richard Lucas 
   3407 W. Smithland Freedom Road 
   Shelbyville, IN 46176 
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Memorial donations  
to the State FCRV Association: 

Make checks out to INDIANA FCRV  
and send to 

Valerie Semper 
925 E Cherry  
Rensselaer, IN 47978 

(Or save postage and give to Valerie at the Spring 
campout in May.) 

Victor "Vic" E. Rinehart, 98, passed away March 9, 
2026. He was a resident of Otterbein Franklin Senior 
Life Community and a former longtime resident of 
New Whiteland. 
   Vic was born on January 14, 1928 in Farmersburg, 
Indiana to Talmai and Lottie (White) Rinehart. He 
married Helen (Vollmer) Rinehart on May 2, 1954. 
She lovingly survives after nearly 72 years of mar-
riage. 
   Other survivors include his children, Victor Rine-
hart (Debra) and Pam Bentley (Joel Eric); grandchil-
dren, Nathan Rinehart (Donna), Zachary Rinehart, 
Kayla McDonald (Blake), Crystal Habib 
(Mohammed), Mary Sheldon (Jon); great-
grandchildren, Clint Rinehart, Hunter Rinehart, Saw-
yer Rinehart, Kora Rinehart, Lilyana Rinehart, Ada-
line McDonald, Weston McDonald, Vivienne 
France; sister, Karen Sue Ford; and several nieces 
and nephews. 
   He was preceded in passing by his parents, Talmai 
and Lottie; and siblings, Ben Rinehart, Clyde Rine-
hart, Joe Rinehart, Ivan Rex Rinehart, Sam Rinehart, 
Clara Auten, Iva Anderson, and Mary Auten. 
   Vic was a 1946 graduate of Oaktown High School. 
He went on to enlist in the United States Air Force. 
He began serving as strategic air command from 
1948 until his honorable discharge as staff sergeant 
in 1952. 
   He worked for Vogel Construction and Reid Hol-
comb Inc. in Indianapolis before taking a part time 
position at Whiteland Auto. He was employed by 
each company for 17 years. 
   Vic was a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church. He was a member of the International Union 
of Operating Engineers Local 103, a 54-year mem-
ber of the National Campers and Hikers Associa-
tion, and a member of the Whiteland VFW 6978. 

Memorial donations  
to National FCRV: 

Refer to Camping Today. The donation form is on the 
last page.  
Make check payable to Family Campers and RVer's and 
mail to: 

FCRV Office 
137 Crandon Blvd 
Cheektowaga NY 14225 
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   We invite any chapters who have planned their upcoming campouts and would like to invite others to join 
them to list them here in the CHATTER.  Likewise, if you are looking to camp with friends (or people who 
will become friends), check out these listings!  
   We also welcome any reports and/or photos from your campouts.  What a better way to advertise the heart 
of Indiana’s Family Campers and RVers???   
   Contact the Editor at hoosierchatter@hotmail.com. 

April 17-19, 2026 

Charlarose Campground 
3204 E 300 S,  
Hillsboro, IN 47949 
765-234-7286 

 

May 29-31, 2026 

Spring Mill State Park 
3333 IN-60 E 
Mitchell, IN 47446 
812-849-3534 

 

June 12-14, 2026 
 

Whiteriver Campground 
11299E 234th St 
Cicero, IN 46034 
Make a reservation on January 2nd 

 

July 5-12, 2026 Campvention Campvention 

August 5-9, 2026 
Kenosha County Fairgrounds 
Wilmot, WI 

Regional Campout 

August 21-23, 2026 

Lazy L Campground 
545 Lazy Lake Rd 
West Terre Haute, IN 47885 
812-533-1562 

Summer Campout 
Fireflies and Coffeepots Hosting 

September 18-20 
Starve Hollow State Park 
4345 S 275 W 
Vallonia, IN 47281 

Make Reservation in March 

September 30-October 1, 2026 Amishville Campground 
Geneva, Indiana 

Retiree Rally 
Contact Deena Felver  
          For reservations 

October 2-4, 2026 
Amishville Campground 
Geneva, Indiana 

Fall Invitational 
Contact Deena Felver  
          For reservations 

The Hoosier Chatter                                                                                                                  April 2026 
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                          Happy Glampers 2026  

                        Camping Schedule  

   

April 26-May 4 Branson Lakeside RV Park Branson, MO 

May 8-10 Howard County Fairgrounds- Greentown, IN Spring Campout 

May 14-17 Charlestown State Park Charlestown, IN 

June 25-28 Starve Hollow SRA Vallonia, IN 

July 23-26 Cornerstone Campground New Castle, IN 

Aug 10-13 Prophetstown State Park West Lafayette, IN 

Aug 21- 23 Lazy L Campground- Terre Haute Summer Campout 

Sept 10-13 Mississinewa Lake Peru, IN 

Sept 28-29 Shipshewana North Campground  Flea Market  

Sept 30-Oct 1 Amishville Campground- Geneva, IN  Retiree Rally 

Oct 2-4 Amishville Campground- Geneva, IN  Fall Invitational 

Oct 15-18 R Journey Campground Muncie, IN 

   

   
For further information, contact 
John or Rose Stock (alll2stock@aol.com) 

The Hoosier Chatter                                                                                                                  April 2026 
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 You do NOT need to make reservations.  
We will collect all fees on Friday evening at hospitality and give one check to the office  

 

 You can arrive early.  
 

 Do not stop at office. 
 

  PLEASE LET ANGIE KNOW YOU ARE ATTENDING 
SO WE HAVE A COUNT FOR THE SATURDAY NIGHT SANDWICHES! 

 
Email  

angieshaneyfelt@hotmail.com  
or text to 260-728-9848  

 

Howard County Fairgrounds  
in Greentown, Indiana.   

It will be a $70 weekend  
($30/night + $10 activity fee).   
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August 21-23, 2026 
Lazy-L Campground 

West Terre Haute, Indiana 
Hosted by the  

Fireflies, Coffee Pot Campers 

Lazy-L Campground  
will not  

block sites for us,  
so  

get your reservations  
in soon! 

 
812-533-1562 

 
Suggest B9 through B19 

(50 amps) 
Or  

C1 through C12 
(30 amps) 

Pull-thru sites (50 amp) 
 

Pull-thru sites (30 amp) 
 

RV Rentals 
 

Back-in sites (50 amp) 
 

Back-in sites (30 amp) 

The Hoosier Chatter                                                                                                                  April 2026 
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Amishville has asked us to have one person make our members reservations.   
Deena Felver will be our contact person for this.   

You can email Deena at cdfelver@metalink.com or text her at 419-203-6627.   
 

You will need to tell her what site/price you want to be in.  
You will pay for your camping at the Amishville Campground office when you arrive. 

 

  Rates for next year are: 
30 amp electric/water $29.00 
50 amp electric/water $36.00 
 

Pull thru sites (405-417 odd numbers): 
30 amp electric/water $33.00 
50 amp electric/water $38.00 

 
We will be in the wagon wheel loop inside and outside, we also have the row on the outside.   
On the map below, the outside loop with dashes are 50 amp sites.  Pull thru sites are 405-417 

 
 

 
 

AMISHVILLE CAMPGROUND 
844 E 900 S  

Geneva, Indiana 
October 2-4, 2026 

No, it isn’t too early to plan for this! 

NOTICE 
The RETIREE CAMPOUT will precede the FALL INVITATIONAL at the same location. 

September 30-October 1, 2026 

The Hoosier Chatter                                                                                                        February 2026 

mailto:cdfelver@metalink.com
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Indiana State Events 

2026 Spring Campout 
May 8-10, 2026 

Howard County Fairground 
 Greentown, Indiana 

Hosted by the  
Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt 

 
 

2026 Summer Campout 
August 21-23, 2026 
Lazy-L Campground 

West Terre Haute, Indiana 
Hosted by the  

Fireflies 
Coffee Pot Campers 

 

2026 FCRV Retiree Rally 
“Rally The Wagons” 
March 23-29, 2026 

Early Bird Days March 20-22, 2026 
Mineola Civic Center 

1150 N. Newsom St., Mineola TX 75773 
 

https://fcrv.org/retiree-rally-2026 

2026 FCRV International Campvention 
“Where the Flock Gathers” 

July 5-11, 2026 
Early Bird Days July 3-4, 2026 
South Dakota State Fairgrounds 

1060 3rd St. SW, Huron, SD 57350 
 

https://fcrv.org/campvention-2026/ 

2026 Retiree Campout  
September 30-October 1, 2026 

Amishville Campground 
Geneva, Indiana 

To make reservations 
Contact Deena Felver  

 
2026 Fall Invitational 

October 2-October 4, 2026 
Amishville Campground 

Geneva, Indiana 
To make reservations 
Contact Deena Felver  

2026 Great Lakes Regional Campout 
August 5-9, 2026 

 Kenosha County Fairgrounds 
Wilmot, Wisconsin.  

(Watch for more information) 
 

Regional Events 
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