Leprechauns are key figures in Irish mythology
and if you find one of the little people of Ireland,
then according to folklore, you may find his pot of
gold.

In Irish folklore a Leprechaun is one of the faerie
folk and are often associated with faerie forts, the
ancient Celtic settlements. According to popular be-
lief, this small elf like figure is pictured wearing tra-
ditional emerald green clothes and is often sporting a
beard and smoking a pipe.

The Leprechaun is a cobbler by trade, but he has a
secret stash of gold that he must reveal if you can
capture him. But by his nature the Leprechaun is
cunning and mischievous and will try anything not to
hand over his gold.

In one tale, a young farmer captures a Leprechaun
and forces him to hand over his gold. The Lepre-
chaun says that the gold is hidden beneath a tree in
the woods and shows him which one it is. The farmer
ties his red scarf around the tree and after making the
Leprechaun promise not to remove the scarf he heads
to his farm to get a shovel. But when the farmer re-
turns he finds that the Leprechaun has tied a red scarf
around every tree in the woods.
From DISCOVERING IRELAND
Vacation website
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“Where strangers become friends, and friends become family!”

A Limerick is a nonsensical poem of five lines,
often associated with the Irish (Although it is said
that an Englishman actually started them). The
verse is of five lines, with lines 1, 2, and 5 rhyming
and lines 3 and 4 rhyme with each other.

Here are some examples of these humorous writ-
ings. They are usually more fun when read
aloud... especially with a group! After reading
them, you may be inspired to write and share some
of your own!

A tutor who tooted a flute
Tried to teach two young tooters to toot.
Said the two to the tutor,
"Is it harder to toot, or.."
"To tutor two tutors to toot?"

Said the flea to a fly in a flue,
Were caught, so what could they do?
Said the fly, "Let us flee."
"Let us fly," said the flea.
So they flew through a flaw in the flue.

A cheerful old bear at the Zoo
Could always find something to do.
When it bored him, you know,
To walk to and fro,

He reversed it and walked fro and to.

As a beauty I am not a star,
There are others more handsome by far;
But my face -- [ don't mind it,

For I am behind it;

It's the people in front that I jar.

A certain young fellow named Bee-Bee
Wished to wed a woman named Phoebe.
"But," he said, "I must see
What the clerical fee
Be before Phoebe be Phoebe Bee-Bee



The Hoosier Chatter

December 2025

From the
State Director

Angie Shaneyfelt
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Well, here we are getting close to March and closer
to camping season.

OLDER NATIONAL NEWS:
The 1-year dues. beginning March Ist. is $52.

Also in March is the Retiree Rally in Mineola, Tex-
as.. If you have any questions regarding that ral-
ly, you can contact Harlan or Lori Nigh as they are
co-chairs.

Make sure to get registered for Campvention if you
are planning on attending in Huron, SD.

NEW NATIONAL NEWS:

The National trustees have decided to do away with
the "program" certificates. This would be CAMP,
DASAT...The certificates will no longer be printed
and issued effective March 15th. However, don't
throw away the certificates that you have. The trus-
tees are allowing you to use them this year and next
year for Campvention (planning on Allegan Michi-
gan, but contract is not confirmed yet). I would sug-
gest you add up all your certificates and when you
register next year for Campvention, you can deduct
that amount off your registration and pay the differ-
ence. We can talk about this at the May campout.

The FCRV website will be getting an over-
haul. March Ist is the projected dated for comple-
tion. May sure you go to www.fcrv.org website and
check that out when 1t's complete.

REGIONAL NEWS:

In this edition of the Chatter you will find the regis-
tration form for the Great Lakes Regional Campout
that will be August 5-9 @ Kenosha County Fair-
grounds in Wilmot, WI. If you want to register, you
can fill out the registration form and give me a check
and the form at the Spring campout (save postage).

(See STATE DIRECTOR, Continued on page 4)

From the
State President

Ed Shaneyfelt

It is getting closer to getting the rigs out of hiberna-
tion and ready for the camping season. I am looking
forward to seeing a lot of friends that we haven't seen
for a while.

As you are sitting at home, make a plan to figure
out what you need to haul and what you don't. This
way you might end up with more storage or find out
you have multiple items that you didn't know you
had. Make a list of the maintenance that needs to be
done or what you want to get done.

Look at a calendar and write down your campout
schedule. Note when you have to make reservations
for the different campouts. If you want you could
look on the website and see if someone has one close
to you. Angie and I have been known to unexpected-
ly do this in our fellow states and chapters. It is a fun
way to make new friends.

If you would like for us to crash one of your out-
ings let us know and we will see if we can make it.

Follow the Leprechaun to the end of the rainbow to
find the pot of gold and if everything goes as planned
you will be off and camping before you know it.
Hopefully we will see you at a campout down the
road.

Until next time,

Ed Sthaneyfelt
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CHAPLAIN'S
CORNER

Harlan Nigh
FCRYV Indiana State Chaplain
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Hello Camp Family,
3 Weeks, Spring! For me it's been a long winter.

Hope that you're having good luck as we ready our
rigs for the upcoming season.

Lori and I are putting the finishing touches on the
decorations for the Retiree Rally. We'll have pictures
from the Rally, it will better on site than in our barn.

Just a heads up: check tires and pressure. We knew
people in and out of our club who had issues last
year. But I'm sure that y'all are checking all aspects
of our traveling homes.

If we don't see you in Texas, we look forward to
seeing Y'all in April as we kick off another great
camping season.

Until we share another campfire, God Bless.

Farnlan Tigh

th and Teen News
Y‘(]}I(:IISEWMWII/ Wildlife

Indiana State Association FCRV
Conservation and Wildlife Director
Youth and Teen Director
Misty Stuckwisch

Just a gentle reminder that the Spring State Cam-
pout is the last camp before Campvention. Please
bring your “Camping Is * posters or coloring pages
with you. I will have materials in the event you need
to make your own.

Each child also needs to bring a shoe box for our
planned activity.

If you could, please let me know you are bringing a
child and how many by May Ist.
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STATE DIRECTOR, (Continued from page 2)

LOCAL NEWS:

Email me if you are planning on attending the May
campout at the Howard County Fairgrounds in
Greentown. Ed and I are getting the schedule of
events set up. No registration is required (just an
email so we have a good head count for plan-
ning). If you go in early, DO NOT stop at the office,
just continue to find a spot. The Fairgrounds want

us to collect all the camping fees and turn in one
check.

Refer to last month’s article (or see the back page of
the Chatter) for info on the other campouts.

Well, that's enough for this article. Get ready for
getting the campers out of storage soon. Think good
thoughts for warm weather!

We will be camping soon!

Angie Shaneyfelt

Indiana FCRYV State Director
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DASAY MOMENY

Brain Heg

March is Brain Health Awareness Month. Our fo-
cus is primarily in how to prevent brain trauma,
which can be a life-altering event. Brain injuries can
occur at any age, in any environment.

Maintaining good brain health involves physical
protection, good lifestyle habits, maintaining cogni-
tive and social stimulation, and avoiding habits that
may lead to damage to blood vessels and brain cells.
Most of these recommendations involve basic com-
mon sense!

PHYSICAL PROTECTION

Vehicular Safety

e Avoid distracted driving

e Avoid alcohol and drugs when driving
o ALWAYS wear seatbelts.

Protective gear. Wear approved helmets for
o Biking (bicycles and motorized cycles of any
kind.)
Skating
Skiing
Horse Riding
Contact sports.
This applies to all age groups, children to adults.

Playground Safety

e Closely supervise children on climbing struc-
tures, around swings, and especially on trampo-
lines (know to be a major source of head and
neck injury)/

e Ensure playgrounds have soft ground surfaces.

Fall Prevention

e Remove trip hazards at home (clutter, loose rugs,
furniture in walkways, objects on stairways.)
Install grab bars in bathtubs and showers.

Have stable railings on steps (inside and out)
Assure proper lighting in dark, dusk, and dawn.
Assure easily accessible light switches or install
motion-sensor lights in your home (these are
available as battery-operated items).

e Avoid ladders and stepstools as much as possible,
especially if you are unstable on your feet. Do
not use a chair or a table as a stepstool.

e Be aware of and avoid uneven surfaces inside
and out. Consider replacing uneven flooring in
the home. Keep all walkways free of debris and

thA
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clutter.

Wear appropriate footwear.

Get sight and hearing checked regularly.

Review the side effects of any medications that
may increase the possibility of a fall.

e As you become older, evaluate your risk with
your doctor and follow recommendations for
avoiding falls. (This may involve medications
like Vitamin D, physical therapy or in-home ex-
ercise, or adaptive aids like canes or walkers.)

Lifestyle habits for brain health

e Get quality sleep. (Aim for 7-9 hours of sleep to
allow the brain to clear out toxins and “reset” it-
self.

Follow good dietary habits.
Engage in regular aerobic exercise to incre4ase
blood flow and oxygen to the brain.

o Manage health conditions that can cause vascular
damage to the brain (diabetes, high blood pres-
sure, high cholesterol)

e Avoid substances that are known to cause brain
harm (Smoking damages blood vessels and in-
creases the risk of stroke. Excessive alcohol con-
sumption can cause direct damage to brain cells.)

Keep all firearms locked and unloaded.

SYMPTOMS OF HEAD INJURY

Head injuries can be mild or severe.

e A CLOSED HEAD INJURY occurs when an
outside force hits the head but doesn’t cause pen-
etration. The brain can swell within the skull and
cause severe symptoms.

e A CONCUSSION is caused by a sudden head
impact or movement change.

e A CEREBRAL CONTUSION can result from
something striking the head, causing bleeding
and swelling in the brain.

e A PENETRATING INJURY, or an open head
injury, can force hair, skin, bone, and other ob-
jects into the brain itself.

After any closed-head injury the following symptoms
require immediate medical evaluation.
e Persistent headache
e Vomiting
See BRAIN HEALTH (Continued on page 6)
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BRAIN HEALTH (Continued from page 5)

Dizziness

Loss of balance

Loss of coordination.

Loss of consciousness
Confusion

Irritability

Light/noise sensitivity.
Seizures

Personality or mood changes

If the person is unconscious, do not move them un-
less absolutely necessary to prevent further risk. Sta-
bilize the head and neck. Do not attempt to transport
the person, but call 911.

SIGNS OF A STROKE

A stroke is a medical emergency that occurs when
part of the brain suddenly loses its blood supply.
This can be the result of either a blood clot in the ar-
tery or a bleeding into the brain because of a broken

A hearty, quick and easy
Substitute for
Corned Beef and Cabbage
For St. Patrick’s Day.

INGREDIENTS:

e 2 Tbsp olive oil

e 1 Tbsp butter

e 1 pound smoked sausage sliced into 1/2 inch
coins

3 cloves garlic, minced.

1 tsp salt

1/2 tsp pepper

1/2 ¢ chicken stock

2 Tbsp chopped fresh parsly

Grainy mustard and/or sour cream for serving.

blood vessel. Immediate medical care is required if
the person has any chance of recovery.

The mnemonic “F.A.S.T” is commonly used to rec-
ognize that a stroke is happening:

F- face drooping

A- Arm weakness

S— Speech difficulty (garbled or slurred)
T- Time to call emergency services.

Face drooping: Ask the person to smile. Does one
side of the smile droop?

Arm weakness: Ask person to raise both arms.
Does one drift downward?

Speech difficulty: Ask person to repeat a simple
phrase (“How now, brown cow.”)

Time to call: It is important to get the person into
treatment within 2 hours of a stroke. When call-
ing 911, let them know that a stroke is suspected
so they know to expedite transport of the person
to an adequately prepared medical facility.

DIRECTIONS:

1. Heat olive oil and butter until melted in a large
skillet with a lid. Add sausage and cook, stirring
occasionally, until golden brown on both sides
(about 5 minutes). Remove the sausage with a
slotted spoon, leaving the oil in the pan. Set sau-
sage aside.

2. Add onion to the skillet and cook until slightly
softened (5 minutes). Add cabbage, garlic, salt,
and pepper, cooking until the cabbage is wilted
(about 8 minutes).

3. Return sausage to skillet and stir all together.
Add the chicken stock. Cover and reduce the
heat to medium low. Cook for 20 minutes with-
out uncovering or stirring.

4. Stir in parsley, if desired, and adjust salt and pep-
per to taste. Serve with grainy mustard or sour
cream, and a slice of crusty bread.
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chapter Campouts

We invite any chapters who have planned their upcoming campouts and would like to invite others to join
them to list them here in the CHATTER. Likewise, if you are looking to camp with friends (or people who
will become friends), check out these listings!

We also welcome any reports and/or photos from your campouts. What a better way to advertise the heart
of Indiana’s Family Campers and RVers???

Contact the Editor at hoosierchatter@hotmail.com.

Fireflies an_d Coffee Potg
2026 Camping SChE(:I["e

April 17-19, 2026

May 29-31, 2026

June 12-14, 2026

July 5-12, 2026

August 5-9, 2026

August 21-23, 2026

September 18-20

September 30-October 1, 2026

October 2-4, 2026

Charlarose Campground
3204 E 300 S,
Hillsboro, IN 47949
765-234-7286

Spring Mill State Park
3333 IN-60 E
Mitchell, IN 47446
812-849-3534

Whiteriver Campground

11299E 234th St

Cicero, IN 46034

Make a reservation on January 2nd

Campvention Campvention

Kenosha County Fairgrounds

Wilmot, WI Regional Campout

Lazy L Campground

545 Lazy Lake Rd Summer Campout

West Terre Haute, IN 47885 Fireflies and Coffeepots Hosting

812-533-1562

Starve Hollow State Park
4345 S 275 W Make Reservation in March
Vallonia, IN 47281

Retiree Rally
Contact Deena Felver
For reservations

Amishville Campground
Geneva, Indiana

Fall Invitational
Contact Deena F elyer
For reservations

Amishville Campground
Geneva, Indiana
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Happy Glampers
2026 Camping S(:hedule

Happy Glampers 2026
Camping Schedule

April 26-May 4 Branson Lakeside RV Park Branson, MO
May 8-10 Howard County Fairgrounds- Greentown, IN Spring Campout
May 14-17 Charlestown State Park Charlestown, IN
June 25-28 Starve Hollow SRA Vallonia, IN
July 23-26 Cornerstone Campground New Castle, IN
Aug 10-13 Prophetstown State Park West Lafayette, IN
Aug 21- 23 Lazy L Campground- Terre Haute Summer Campout
Sept 10-13 Mississinewa Lake Peru, IN
Sept 28-29 Shipshewana North Campground Flea Market
Sept 30-Oct 1 Amishville Campground- Geneva, IN Retiree Rally
Oct 2-4 Amishville Campground- Geneva, IN Fall Invitational
Oct 15-18 R Journey Campground Muncie, IN

For further information, contact
John or Rose Stock (alll2stock@aol.com)

YOUR CHAIR AWAITS

Your Chair Awaits #2 - 8-1-23

International Camping Club
Non-Profit Member Owned
National & Local Events

Wildlife & Conservation

Scholarship Programs
Youth, Teen, Adult and
Retiree Programs

WWW.FCRU.ORG =¥ @@
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Hosted by
Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt

R Ed and Angie are

acing into the 2026
working on the agenda

Ca m pi n g Sea SO n for the Spring Campout.

Our theme is
Racing into the
2026 Camping Season.

Come join us for our racing
schedule at the

Howard County Fairgrounds
in Greentown, Indiana.

It will be a $70 weekend
($30/night + $10 activity fee).

« You do NOT need to
make reservations. We
will collect all fees on Fri-
day evening at hospitality
and give one check to the
office (their request).

+ You can arrive early.

« Do not stop at office.

Saturday evening, we are plan-
ning on a carry in dinner. We
will be suppling sandwiches, If

Howard County Fairgrounds you could please let me know

that you are attending so we have

GreentOwn, Indiana a count for sandwiches, it would
be appreciated.
. . Email '
Indiana Spring Campout R

M ay 8-10 , 2026 More information

and a full schedule
will be in a future Chatter.
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2026 Great Lakes Regional Campout
Kenosha County Fairgrounds
30820 111*" Avenue
Wilmot, WI
August 5" - 9", 2026

AR

i

Name: E-Mail:

Address:

City State: Zip:
Number of Adults: Youth: Teens:

Pre-Registration
Activity Fee - $25.00 Camping - $40.00 per night
Activity Fee at the gate will be $30.00

All camp sites have 30 or 50 amp electricity and water hookup

Amount Due:
Pre-Registration: $25.00
Number of Camping Nights: __ x$40=5 (or pay at arrival for camping)

Total Monies Sent: S

Make Check payable to: Great Lake Region

Send pre-registration to: Angie Shaneyfelt
1466 W. 750 N.
Decatur, IN 46733

Questions? Contact Connie Black at Greatlakes4@yahoo.com
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August 21-23, 2026
Lazy-L Campground

West Terre Haute, Indiana
Hosted by the

Fireflies, Coffee Pot Campers
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2027 Fall Invitational

No, it isn’t too early to plan for this!

“TENT & TRAILER.
Countty Campgrounds

AMISHVILLE CAMPGROUND
844 E 900 S
Geneva, Indiana
October 2-4, 2026

Amishville has asked us to have one person make our members reservations.

Deena Felver will be our contact person for this.
You can email Deena at cdfelver@metalink.com or text her at 419-203-6627.

You will need to tell her what site/price you want to be in.
You will pay for your camping at the Amishville Campground office when you arrive.

Rates for next year are:
30 amp electric/water $29.00
50 amp electric/water $36.00

Pull thru sites (405-417 odd numbers):
30 amp electric/water $33.00
50 amp electric/water $38.00

We will be in the wagon wheel loop inside and outside, we also have the row on the outside.
On the map below, the outside loop with dashes are 50 amp sites. Pull thru sites are 405-417

NOTICE
The RETIREE CAMPOUT will precede the FALL INVITATIONAL at the same location.
September 30-October 1, 2026



mailto:cdfelver@metalink.com

222222222

Hang in tllgre, tellow campers
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VMIARK YOUR CALENDARS

Indiana State Events Regional Events
2026 Spring Campout 2026 Retiree Campout 2026 Great Lakes Regional Campout
May 8-10, 2026 September 30-October 1, 2026 August 5-9, 2026
Howard County Fairground Amishville Campground Kenosha County Fairgrounds
Greentown, Indiana Geneva, Indiana Wilmot. Wisconsin
Hosted by the To make reservations > ;

Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt Contact Deena Felver (Watch for more information)

2026 Fall Invitational
2026 Summer Campout October 2-October 4, 2026

August 21-23, 2026 Amishville Campground
Lazy-L Campground Geneva Ind?a%lra
West Terre Haute, Indiana To make reservations

Hosted by the Contact Deena Felver
Fireflies

Coffee Pot Campers

2026 FCRYV International Campvention
“Where the Flock Gathers”
July 5-11, 2026
Early Bird Days July 3-4, 2026
South Dakota State Fairgrounds
1060 3rd St. SW, Huron, SD 57350

2026 FCRYV Retiree Rally
“Rally The Wagons”
March 23-29, 2026
Early Bird Days March 20-22, 2026
Mineola Civic Center
1150 N. Newsom St., Mineola TX 75773

https://ferv.org/retiree-rally-2026 https://fcrv.org/campvention-2026/
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