INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION, INC. OF FAMILY CAMPERS AND RVers,
Founded as National Campers & Hikers Association

February 2026
Volume 60 Number 01

“Where strangers become friends, and friends become family!”
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I want to thank everyone for their help at the Indy RV show: Pat Cohee, Brad and Stacy Davis, Gary Coleman,
Nancy and Jeff Craig, Misty Stuckwisch, Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt, Gaye and Gary Bex, and Harlin Nigh. I
could not have done this without each one of you.

We handed out 99 fliers and 42
Inquiries.
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9026 REGIONAL CAMPOUT -

DATE CHANGE

Connie Black, our regional director, is working on
the 2026 Great Lakes Regional that will be held in
Wilmot, Wisconsin. In discussing with her, I real-
ized that the dates that have been published in our
CHATTER are wrong.

I reviewed with Connie and she confirmed that we
couldn't get those dates and the Regional will be:

AUGUST 5-9, 2026.

This has now been corrected on the last page of this
CHATTER. Please change this on your calen-

dars immediately.

Also, if you are like me and asked your supervisor
for the incorrect days off work, please make sure
you correct that so you can attend!

On a side note the location is correct and more infor-
mation will be coming soon.

Angie Staneyfelt
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From the
State Director

Angie Shaneyfelt
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Wow, what a busy holiday season. Here we are
into 2026 already.

Ron Cohee ran our booth at the Indianapolis RV
show the first two weekends in January. [ want to
thank everyone that donated their time to help in the
booth. Ron has some good leads that is he following

up on and we have already received 1 new mem-
ber! Thanks Ron for setting this up and organizing
everything.

Talking about new members, I just read in the
Camping Today for January that Janie Hackett (who
just joined us in May of last year) has recruited a
new member from Florida! Way to go Janie (bring
them back from Florida to camp with us sometime)!

Another article in the Camping Today was the do-
nations the office has received from the member-
ship. As of the January printing they have raised
$4,343.00. But, the one that caught my eye was the
thoughtful gift from Mike & Marilyn Rausch who
donated $100 in honor of Ed and Angie Shaney-
felt. Thank you, Mike & Marilyn, for your wonder-
ful donation. Ed and I are both happy to serve our
Indiana FCRV membership!

Read the January issue of Camping Today
at camping-today-January-2026 — Family Campers
and RVers.

National Information:

National Dues will increase to $52/year as of
March 1st. I have notified my membership regard-
ing this (email dated 1/7/26), if you have any ques-
tions, please contact me.

Retiree Rally: March 26-29 at Mineola Civic
Center in Mineola, TX. See link at Retiree Rally
2026 — Family Campers and RVers. You can also
contact Harlan/Lori Nigh as they are co-chairs.

Campvention: Hopefully everyone that is attend-
ing got their registration in before the end of the
year to save $25.00.

I am serving as a co-chair for team 5 and have at-
tended one Campvention meeting. I learned from
that meeting we have 65 registrations (hopefully we
get more as the Campvention gets closer).

{See STATE DIRECTOR,, continued on page 4)

From the
State President

Ed Shaneyfelt

Here we are, in the middle of winter and waiting for
spring to get the rigs out. Now would be the time to
think about what you really need in the camper and
what you don't need to haul around this year. The
waiting could seem like for ever but camping season
will be here before we know it.

The slate of campouts for this year is full.

*  The Spring Campout will be May 8-10, hosted by
Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt. An article about this is
elsewhere in the chatter.

* The National Campvention will be at Huron,
South Dakota, July 5-11.

+ The Regional Campout will be in Wilmot, Wis-
consin, August 5-9.

* The Summer campout will be August 21-23 at
Lazy L Campground in West Terre Haute, Indi-
ana.

+ The Fall Invitational will be in Amishville
Campground in Geneva, Indiana, October2-4.

I know it is early but think about hosting for next
year.

Rember to let us know where and when you or your
clubs are camping. You never know we just might
join you!

Until next time,

Ed Sthaneyfelt
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STATE DIRECTOR (Continued from page 2)

The hospitalities will be all at one time again, like
last year.

They are encouraging members attending to bring
$2.00 bills. This was done many years ago at a
Campvention to use as payment when eating out or
making purchases in the town to show them how
much of an impact we are making to their location.

They are planning Wednesday to be a sight-seeing
day and will provide suggestions on places to visit
within a reasonable driving distance.

Focus for this year's Campvention will be
on Conservation & Wildlife. Refer to this
link Campvention 2026 — Family Campers and
RVers for more information before you go.

Regional Information:

Someone made a mistake on the dates; ok it was
me. Our Regional Director, Connie Black was re-
viewing her upcoming Regional with Ed and me and
it was discovered I had the wrong dates. Connie
confirmed that the venue wasn't available at the time
we had hoped for. So, Regional will be August 5-
Oth. Please make this correction on your calen-
dars. Sorry for that mistake. The location was cor-
rect, Wilmot, Wisconsin and the theme will be Re-
naissance. More information will be provided as it
gets closer.

State Information:

Spring Campout: May 8-9-10. Howard County
Fairgrounds in Greentown, Indiana. You can arrive
early, just find your own spot and we will collect for
your early days when we collect for the week-
end. See related article in this month’s Chatter.
Summer Campout: August 21-23. Lazy L
Campground, Terra Haute, Indiana. Next month
there will be an article in the Chatter regarding mak-
ing reservations and what campsites we are looking
at to all be together.  Stay tuned for that infor-
mation!

Fall Campout: October 2-4. Amishville
Campground in Geneva, Indiana. Contact Deena
Felver at cdfelver@metalink.net or 419-203-6627
regarding booking your site. The trustees will report
more information as this develops. Retirees will
have their gathering on Sept 30-October 1.

Hurry up Spring, as we are ready to tackle our list
of 2026 Campouts! As I'm typing this (Martin Lu-
ther King day, so Credit Union is closed) I had to go
out this morning for a doctor’s appointment. The
roads were terrible and the wind was worse. The
temperature is dropping all day today, so "happy
camping thoughts" are on my mind! [ hope every-
one stays safe and warm.

Angie Shaneyfelt
Indiana FCRYV State Director

0 AM.P.and Collections Director

Patti Thieme
FCRYV Indiana State
C.A.M.P. Director and
Collections Chairman

Hi there,

Hope that everyone is staying warm this winter. It
i1s time to start thinking about camping and warm
thoughts.

I know that it does not seem like it but it is getting
close to going out for the first time. So
remember that we will have a C.A.,M.P. walk; make
sure you have comfortable shoes with you in the
camper.

Also, if you bought anything extra for the holidays
and just found it (because you forgot where you put
it), pack it in camper and we will make sure it gets
to Riley Hospital for the kids.

We are still collecting pop-can tabs for The Ronald

McDonald House.
That's all for now.

Pattc Thieme w w

‘ and Tee News
Y(l'}ll::lgerua on/Wildlite

Indiana State Association FCRV
Conservation and Wildlife Director
Youth and Teen Director
Misty Stuckwisch

With all this snow, it just makes me want to camp
even more! I am sure we are all dreaming of warm
weather and great campouts. Only 52 days to the first
day of spring!

I am super excited for our first state camp out in
May.

A little birdie told me we will be racing around
having a good time. I have activities planned for our
youth — grab your kids and grandchildren to bring
along! Each child that comes needs to bring a shoe
box with them to use. Make sure its not one you want
to keep since we will be using glue and markers on
them. We will have a roaring good time!

Moty
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CHAPLAIN’S
CORNER

Harlan Nigh
FCRYV Indiana State Chaplain

Hello Camp Family,

As I set here in a "high" of 6 degrees, and had a
farmer neighbor plow our driveway, I look forward
to March 20th, as Lori and I will be in Mineola,
Texas, setting up stage and tables for all the guests
who will join us at the Retiree Rally. Thanks to the
Lord, they "adopted" us into their chapter. It's a
blessing, as we have learned so much about plan-
ning other camping events.

As we prepare for the upcoming season, we pray
that all our local members rigs are blessed and pro-
tected for a safe and enjoyable season.

Until we share another campfire,
God Bless

Fartan Uigh

Valentine's Day Pretzel Bites
Colleen Kennedy

circle the Wagopg

Ken and Betty Andrews and Harlan and
Lori Nigh are asking for your support for the Retiree
Rally in Mineola. They need to have people send
their registration asap.

Vendors, seminars and events are planned and they
need to know how many are coming. They will con-
tinue to post on the FCRV Facebook pages to remind
you of the vendors who will be there. Betty always
posts on the FCRV Region page and then Barb Turner
shares from there.

The facility is excellent, with full hookup sites and
a great group of chairs planning for our rally!

Though this has always been called a Retiree
Rally, EVERYONE is welcome!!!

Here is the rally link...

https://fcrv.org/retiree-rally-2026/

Lets Circle the wagons!

See Y'all there!

Ken & Betty Andrews
UBetUKen2@gmail.com
845-417-5679
Ken Andrews
845 417 5678

These super cute and fun, 3 ingredient Valentine's Day Candy Pretzel Treats are perfect to enjoy as a family,

give as gifts or for classroom treats.

Ingredients

e 36 small pretzels such as Snaps
e 36 white chocolate melting disks
e 36 M&M's

Instructions
Line a baking pan with parchment paper.

A

Gather your ingredients and preheat oven to 250 degrees

Place pretzels onto the parchment paper lined baking tray, line them up.
Top each with a chocolate candy melt (or Hershey Kiss) and pop into the oven for 2 4 - 3 minutes. (You
just want the chocolate to become shiny, just melted enough to attach the M&M and stick to the pretzel.)
Press an M&M onto each, allow them to set in a cold garage or cool place and then package up.
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4 Healthy Haap

February is American Heart Month, a time to focus
on habits and activities that strengthen and preserve
the best heart health. It’s not too late to adopt yet an-
other New Year’s Resolution (most of us have al-
read'% abandoned the ones we made in January any-
way!

The American Heart Association estimates that an
American has a heart attack every 39 seconds, and
heart disease is the leading cause of death in the U.S.
for both men and women.

Of course, your primary health provider should
guide changes in health practices and promote routine
screening tests (especially blood sugars and choles-
terol testing.) And that provider should also be con-
sulted for any significant changes in your health, such
as shortness of breath, reduced energy, chest discom-
fort, swelling in the legs and ankles, inability to lay
flat for any length of time. All of these things can in-
dicate heart concerns.

That said, there are better habits that can be adopted
to keep your heart healthy.

+ Keep moving! The heart is a muscle, and regular
exercise can strengthen and tone the heart, reduc-
ing the amount of pressure needed to pump the
blood. Experts recommend 150 minutes of mod-
erate or 75 minutes of vigorous exercise weekly.
A regular habit of walking can supply that exer-
cise and also has been known to reduce stress.

+ Avoid prolonged sitting. If you have a sedentary
job, plan periodic times of standing and stretch-
ing. This will improve circulation and reduce the
risk of developing blood clots in the lower ex-
tremities.

+ Moderate your weight. Using a focused diet and
exercise plan can reduce blood pressure and the
resultant strain on the heart. Losing even a small
amount of weight (5-10 % ) can significantly low-
er blood pressure and risks of heart disease and
strokes. Men with a waist of over 40 inches or
womin with a waist of over 35 inches are at high-
er risk.

ﬁ

DASAY MOMENY

® @ Happy Hesr®

* Stop smoking. Smoking is highly connected
with heart attack risk. Experts note that risk of
heart attack is cut in half after only 2 years of
cessation of smoking.

+ Eat healthy. Challenge yourself to eat more
heart-healthy foods in place of snack foods. Fo-
cus on fruits, vegetables, whole grains, lean pro-
teins and low-fat dairy. Reduce salt, red meat,
sweets and sugary drinks.

* Spend time in Nature. Here is where campers
can shine!!! In a 2018 study, the American Heart
Association found that people exposed to more
green vegetation have lower levels of the “fight
or flight” response, less stress, and a greater abil-
ity to generate new blood vessels!

+ Get Better Sleep. The CDC notes that 1/3 of
Americans do not get enough sleep (at least 7
hours per night). When you are sleep-deprived,
you are more likely to develop medical condi-
tions that lead to heart disease (hypertension,
obesity, and diabetes.)

+ Be socially engaged. Reaching out to friends and
family and doing things that make your heart
“feel happy” can actually make your heart
healthier. Researchers have found that low social
engagement is a risk factor for cardiovascular
disease in people under the age of 50.

* Curb alcoholic beverages. There is no “safe”
amount of alcohol for the heart. Alcohol can in-
crease your risk of stroke, hypertension, heart
failure, and problems with heart rhythms, among
other consequences.

+ Get regular Check-ups. Knowing your blood
pressure and cholesterol numbers can help guide
your heart health. Good consistent dental care
can prevent bacterial effects on heart valves and
the circulatory system.

There are many factors that cannot be changed
(family history, genetics, etc.) But simple and con-
sistent habit changes may allow you to enjoy the ac-
tivities you love for a longer time.
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chapter Campouts

We invite any chapters who have planned their upcoming campouts and would like to invite others to join
them to list them here in the CHATTER. Likewise, if you are looking to camp with friends (or people who
will become friends), check out these listings!

We also welcome any reports and/or photos from your campouts. What a better way to advertise the heart
of Indiana’s Family Campers and RVers???

Contact the Editor at hoosierchatter@hotmail.com.

Fil‘eﬂies an_d Coffee POtS
2026 Camping Schedu.e

Charlarose Campground
3204 E 300 S,
Hillsboro, IN 47949
765-234-7286

Spring Mill State Park
3333 IN-60 E
Mitchell, IN 47446
812-849-3534

April 17-19, 2026

May 29-31, 2026

Whiteriver Campground
June 12-14, 2026 11299E 234th St
Cicero, IN 46034
Make a reservation on January 2nd

July 5-12, 2026 Campvention Campvention
Kenosha County Fai d .
August 5-9, 2026 \Kfirllr?li)t?w(fun y rairgrounds Regional Campout
Lazy L Campground
545 Lazy Lake Rd Summer Campout
August 21-23, 2026 West Terre Haute, IN 47885 Fireflies and Coffeepots Hosting

812-533-1562

Starve Hollow State Park
September 18-20 4345S 275 W Make Reservation in March
Vallonia, IN 47281

S Amishville Campground Retiree Rally
eptember 30-October 1, 2026 Geneva, Indiana Contact Deena Fel_Ver
’ For reservations

Amishville Campground Fall Invitational
October 2-4, 2026 Genova. Indiana Contact Deena Felver
’ For reservations
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Hosted by
Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt

R Ed and Angie are

acing into the 2026
Camping Season e o oo

Our theme is
Racing into the
2026 Camping Season.

Come join us for our racing
schedule at the

Howard County Fairgrounds
in Greentown, Indiana.

It will be a $70 weekend
($30/night + $10 activity fee).

* You do NOT need to
make reservations. We
will collect all fees on Fri-
day evening at hospitality
and give one check to the
office (their request).

+ You can arrive early.

+ Do not stop at office.

Saturday evening, we are plan-
ning on a carry in dinner. We
will be suppling sandwiches, If

Howard County Fairgrounds you could please let me know

that you are attending so we have

GreentOwn, Indiana a count for sandwiches, it would
be appreciated.
. . Email '
Indiana Spring Campout SRR

May 8-10, 2026 More information

and a full schedule
will be in a future Chatter.
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2027 Fall Invitational

No, it isn’t too early to plan for this!

TENT & TRAILER.
Countty Campgrounds

AMISHVILLE CAMPGROUND
844 E 900 S
Geneva, Indiana
October 2-4, 2026

Amishville has asked us to have one person make our members reservations.
Deena Felver will be our contact person for this.
You can email Deena at cdfelver@metalink.com or text her at 419-203-6627.

You will need to tell her what site/price you want to be in.
You will pay for your camping at the Amishville Campground office when you arrive.

Rates for next year are:
30 amp electric/water $29.00
50 amp electric/water $36.00

Pull thru sites (405-417 odd numbers):
30 amp electric/water $33.00
50 amp electric/water $38.00

We will be in the wagon wheel loop inside and outside, we also have the row on the outside.
On the map below, the outside loop with dashes are 50 amp sites. Pull thru sites are 405-417

NOTICE
The RETIREE CAMPOUT will precede the FALL INVITATIONAL at the same location.
September 30-October 1, 2026
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MIARK YOUR CALENDARS

Indiana State Events Regional Events
2026 Spring Campout 2026 Retiree Campout 2026 Great Lakes Regional Campout
May 8-10, 2026 September 30-October 1, 2026 August 5-9, 2026
Howard County Fairground Amishville Campground Kenosha County Fairgrounds
Greentown, Indiana Geneva, Indiana Wilmot. Wi :
Hosted by the To make reservations Lmot, Wisconsin.
Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt Contact Deena Felver (Watch for more information)
2026 Fall Invitational
2026 Summer Campout October 2-October 4, 2026

August 21-23, 2026
Lazy-L Campground
West Terre Haute, Indiana
Hosted by the
Fireflies
Coffee Pot Campers

Amishville Campground
Geneva, Indiana
To make reservations
Contact Deena Felver

2026 FCRYV International Campvention
“Where the Flock Gathers”
July 5-11, 2026
Early Bird Days July 3-4, 2026
South Dakota State Fairgrounds
1060 3rd St. SW, Huron, SD 57350

2026 FCRYV Retiree Rally
“Rally The Wagons”
March 23-29, 2026
Early Bird Days March 20-22, 2026
A Mineola Civic Center
1150 N. Newsom St., Mineola TX 75773

https://fcrv.org/retiree-rally-2026 https://fcrv.org/campvention-2026/
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