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“Where strangers become friends, and friends become family!”

Hello Camp Family,

Hope y'all made it through Thanksgiving without gaining too much weight. Now
we move on to Christmas & New Year celebrations and feast.

With luck Santa will bring us our camping upgrades. Lori and I are always trying
to get easier setup and functional use.

As usual, I would like to bring the "True Christmas Story " to all my friends
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year's, Until we share another campfire. God Bless

FHantan Nigh  Indiana FCRV Chaplain

Luke 2:1-19 KJV

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Casar Augustus, that all
the world should be taxed. (And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of
Syria.) And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethle-
hem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused
wife, being great with child. And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accom-
plished that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone
round about them: and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, be-
hold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto
you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger. And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, Glory to
God in the highest, And on earth peace, good will toward men. And it came to pass, as the an-
gels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go
even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made
known unto us. And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a
manger. And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them
concerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them
by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
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From the
State Director

Angie Shaneyfelt

|

Get your calendar filled out for all the 2026 up-
coming events from Retiree Rally, Campvention
(reserve before December 31 to receive the $25 sav-
ings), Great Lakes Regional to all our State Cam-
pouts. See the back page(s) of the Chatter for all
those dates. After you read Ed's article, you'll know
about the Spring Campout!

National is still reviewing how much to increase
the membership dues; I'll let you all know that as
soon as I know.

Ron Cohee will be hosting the booth at the RV
show in Indy, so incoming members should get the
current rate as brochures will probably not be revised
by that time. Ron may be reaching out to some of
you to help man the booth for certain days and
hours. If you can donate some time, it would be ap-
preciated. This is YOUR Indiana FCRV organiza-
tion.

When you are meeting with your clubs and get
your new officers appointed, please let me know. If
I don't hear from you, I will contact you after the
holidays.

As I type this, Ed and I hosted about 40 family
members on Thanksgiving day and will host another
40ish on the Saturday after Thanksgiving. Then I
can finally decorate my house for Christmas!

I hope everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and
are getting ready for Christmas!

Until the next Chatter,

Aungie Shaneyfelt

From the
State President

Ed Shaneyfelt

Hopefully you didn't over indulge too much on
your Thanksgiving meals.

For most of us the campers are put away for the
winter. That doesn't have to let the fellowship and
friendship wait until next spring to stay in touch. As
you get together in the off season to plan your next
year schedule here are some dates to remember:

o The Spring campout will be May 8,9,and 10 at
Howard County Fairgrounds in Greentown. More
details coming next month.

e The summer campout is August 21-23 at Lazy L
campground in Terre Haute. That is hosted by the
Fireflies and Coffeepots

e The Fall Invitational is going back to Amishville
on October 2-4 in Geneva. Make sure to contact
Deena for site reservation

e There is also the National Campvention in Huron,
South Dakota, July 5-11

o The Great Lakes Regional July 29-August 2 at
Kenosha County Fairgrounds in Wilmot Wiscon-
sin

You might get asked to work at the RV show that
Angie and Ron are doing in January to try to attract
more members to include in all of our fun.

Try to stay off the naughty list so that Santa might
bring what you wish for. If not you will gat a lump of
coal

Wishing you and yours a
Merry Christmas
and a
Happy New Year
Until next time,

Ed Shaneyfels
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As winter weather approaches, preparation and
special attention can help make your trips on icy or
snowy roads a little safer.

Before winter hits full-force, winterize your car
with fresh antifreeze, a good battery, an inspection of
your exhaust system and oil that will withstand the
rigors of cold weather. Do a thorough pre-trip in-
spection of your vehicle, paying special attention to
your tires, brakes, windshield wipers and wiper fluid.

It is a good idea to make certain that you have win-
ter equipment in your vehicle:

o Flashlight with extra batteries

First aid kit

A supply of necessary medications

Blankets and/or sleeping bags

Extra mittens or gloves, socks, a warm cap, and
rain gear

A small sack of sand or kitty litter for traction.

A small shovel

Booster Cables

Small tools (pliers, wrench, screwdriver.)

A brightly colored cloth to use as a flag
Nonperishable foods

Bottled water

A candle in a non-flammable container (like a
coffee can), matches.

Immediate preparation for winter driving begins
before you leave the driveway. That includes fully
clearing your vehicle of snow and frost, bumper to
bumper. One of the biggest hazards is what 1s left
behind, sometimes called the “snow mattress.”; That
is a slab of snow sitting on the roof that can fly off as
you drive and put other drivers at risk. It can also
shift forward when you brake and slide down onto
the windshield, obstructing your view. Also, make
sure that all of the vehicle’s external lights are
cleared fully.

If you park outdoors, be aware that some animals
(cats, raccoons, etc.) may seek shelter inside the en-
gine compartment or inside the wheel wells. Tap-
ping the horn a couple of times may help prevent a
dangerous and messy situation!

There is a common misconception that four-wheel
drive features solve your winter driving problems.
In truth, they help with taking off on snowy, muddy,
or icy roads, but they do not help with controlling or
stopping the vehicle.

Control and stopping has a lot to do with your
tires. A feature of tires is the SIPPING, the thin slits
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cut into the tread of the tire. Snow tires and all-
season tires have wider sipping that gives extra grip
on snow and ice.

Tire pressure is of utmost important in being able to
grip the road. Tire pressure fluctuates with tempera-
ture, so it is important to check that pressure regular-

ly.

Some tips when you are on the road:

e If possible, postpone travel until roads are
plowed, treated, and cleared.

Slow down and adjust your speed to conditions.
Give snowplows plenty of room and DON:T
PASS THEM.

Always wear your seat belt.

Driving is most dangerous when temps are near
32 degrees.

e Watch for other vehicles having problems with
road conditions. Keep extra distance between
yourself and other vehicles.

o Keep mirrors, windows and lights clean;
your lights on.

Don’t pass other vehicles on or near bridges.
Be aware that bridges and overpasses freeze be-
fore other roadways.

Keep your fuel tank al least half full at all times.
If you don’t feel comfortable driving, pull off and
park in the first safe place.

e Let someone know your planned route and con-
tact them if there is a delay or change in route.

keep

Recovering from a skid is an essential skill. If your
REAR wheels skid
o Take your foot off the accelerator
e Steer in the direction you want the FRONT
wheels to go (if the rear is sliding left, steer left.
If they are sliding right, steer right. Make slow
and easy turns of the steering wheel. You may
have to change the direction a few times to get
completely under control.
If you have standard brakes, pump them gently.
If you have anti-lock brakes, apply steady pres-
sure... do not pump them.
If your FRONT wheels skid, take you foot off the gas
and shift to neutral. DO NOT TRY TO STEER IM-
MEDIATELY. As the wheels skid sideways, they
will slow the vehicle and traction will return. As
traction returns, steer gently in the direction you want
to go. Then put the transmission in drive or release
(See WINTER DRIVING, Continued on page 5)
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WINTER DRIVING (Continued from page 4)
the clutch and accelerate gently.

If you get stuck, do not spin your wheels. Turn the
wheels from side to side to push snow out of the
way. Use a shovel to clear snow away and pour
sand, kitty litter, gravel or salt in the path of the
wheels. Try to ease the car out. Try rocking the ve-
hicle (check the manual to make sure that won’t
damage the transmission.) Shift from forward to
reverse and back again. When you are in gear, give
just a light touch on the gas until the vehicle gets

going.

If you are Stranded in your car:

e Stay in the vehicle. It is easy to become disori-
ented and lost in blowing and drifting snow.

e Hang a brightly colored cloth on the antenna. If
possible, place flares to warn traffic behind you.

e Run the engine 10 minutes each hour. Run the
heater and turn on the dome light only when the
engine is running.

o Keep the exhaust pipe clear of snow and open a
window slightly for ventilation.

e Clap your hands and move your arms and legs
occasionally. Don’t stay in one position for too
long.

e If more that one person is in the car, take turns
sleeping.

e Huddle together for warmth.

o Use newspapers, maps and even car mats for
added insulation from the cold.

e A burning candle can help prevent freezing in a
stalled car, but with extreme caution, as the risk
of fire is very high. The heat from a single can-
dle can raise the temperature in the small, en-
closed space of a car enough to ward off hypo-
thermia and prevent the cabin from freezing.
However, you must place the candle inside a
non-flammable container like a coffee can,
open a window slightly for ventilation, and
never leave it unattended to avoid a fire.

Remember that HYPOTHERMIA can kill anyone
caught outside for too long.

Using common sense, patience, and being prepared
are critical winter driving precautions. The most
common causes of winter car accidents include

e Ice and Black Ice on Roads (you cannot always
see what the conditions are, so drive as if the
worst is there.)

Snow-covered or slushy pavements.

Reduced Visibility from early darkness or dawn.
Reduced visibility from snowfall of fog.

Driving too quickly for conditions.

Following too closely behind other vehicles.

Not knowing how to use brakes on icy roads.
Overconfidence in four-wheel drive vehicles.

Bunservation/WiIdlile

Indiana State Association FCRV
Conservation and Wildlife Director
Misty Stuckwisch

Winter is officially here — or at least it is today! In-
diana cannot seem to decide, but I am enjoying the
warmer days when they happen.

Now is the time to dream of next years camping
season. Are you already making plans? This past sea-
son seemed like it flew by. We had a great schedule
for the state and our club campouts. It’s so much fun
to see our camping friends.

I love exploring new places and seeing what the
parks have to offer. Did you know that several of our
24 state parks offer winter activities?

o Pokagon has a toboggan run (for all ages!).

o Indiana Dunes has a winter beach walk, and even
winter camping!

e Snow shoes can be rented at Potato Creek and ice
spikes for hiking at Turkey Run.

o None of the parks rent skis but skiing is welcome
at the parks and many suggest specific trails to
ski.

e Bird watching can be easier in the winter since
there are no leaves to block your view and trying
to spot and identify animal tracks in the snow is
always fun.

With all these options, don’t let old man winter
keep you from enjoying our parks this winter.

Till we camp again,

Wioty

e Worn tires with poor tread depth. Inadequate
tire inflation.

Accidents happen. Winter weather makes it
more important to be prepared, be informed, be
educated, and be proactive. These tips may give
some insight into preventing becoming a statistic of
winter roads.

(This information was gleaned from a variety of
internet sources and personal experience.)

arilyn Ranset, Indiana DASAT Director
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alling on all volunteers

o Help at the 2026
Indy RV Show

January 3rd and 4th and 7th to the 11th.
See information below.

Please contact Ron Cohee at

ronfcrv@g

mail.com

765-661-9673

Thank you

Volunteers needed!

Hello, everyone.

My name is Ron Cohee.

I am the membership director for Indiana FCRV.

(I am also the chapter president of the Fireflies and
for the FCRYV retirees.)

Though the camping season is done now, we are
looking forward to next year and the upcoming RV
show at the State Fairgrounds in Indianapolis
starting January 4th, and then again January 7th -
11th.

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED
FOR THIS EVENT

The schedule for the RV Show

Sunday, January 4...................... 11:00 am to 5:00 pm
Monday, January 5 ..................... show closed

Tuesday, January 6 ..................... show closed

Wednesday, January 7 ................ 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Thursday, January §.................... 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Friday, January 9 .......ccccceenneee. 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm
Saturday, January 10................. 10:00 am to 8:00 pm
Sunday, January 11................... 11:00 am to 5:00 pm

Setup - Friday, January 2, from 9:00 am to 5:00 pm

Tear down —Exhibits must be removed by 10:00 pm
on Sunday, January 11
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CHRISTMAS CITRUS SALAD

INGREDIENTS
e 5 clementines, peeled and separated
e 2 apples, cored and thinly sliced (peel if desired)
o 3 kiwis, peeled and sliced
e 2-3 large oranges, peeled, seeded, and separated.
(Navel oranges are good)
o Seeds of 1 large pomegranate.
DRESSING
e 4 tbsp honey
e Juice of one lemon
e Juice of 2 limes
e 1 tbsp poppy seeds
o 1/2t ill
PEPPERONI PIZZA CHIPS °p vanita
DIRECTIONS o .
INGREDIENTS 1. Mix all prepared fruit in a large serving
e 1/2 c. shredded mozzarella cheese (low- bowl.
moisture) 2. In a separate bowl, mix all dressing ingre-
e 1/2 ¢ shredded Parmesan cheese dients until well combined.
*  1/2 c mini pepperoni slices 3. Pour dressing over the fruit. Toss to com-
e 1 tsp Italian Seasoning bine.
* 1/41tsp garlic powder 4. Sprinkle with additional poppy seeds if
e 1/4 tsp onion powder desired.
e 1/4 tsp crushed red pepper flakes (optional)
e Marinara sauce for dipping
DIRECTIONS

Preheat oven to 400 degrees F. Line a baking
sheet with parchment paper.

2. In medium bowl, mix together the shredded moz-
zarella, Parmesan, Italian Seasoning, garlic pow-
der, onion powder, and optional red pepper
flakes.

3. Scoop 2-tablespoon mounds of the cheese mix-
ture onto the prepared baking sheet, leaving 2
inches between each to allow for spreading. Flat-
ten them slightly.

4. Place 1-2 mini pepperoni slices on top of each
cheese mound, pressing gently to stick.

5. Bake 8-10 minutes or until the edges are golden
brown and cheese is bubbly. Keep a close eye on
them as they brown quickly.

6. Let the chips cool on the baking sheet for a few
minutes before transferring them to a cooling
rack. They will crisp as they cool.

7. Serve warm or at room temperature with marina-
ra sauce for dipping.
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2027 Fall Invitational

No, it isn’t too early to plan for this!

“TENT & TRAILER.
Countty Campgrounds

AMISHVILLE CAMPGROUND
844 E 900 S
Geneva, Indiana
October 2-4, 2026

Amishville has asked us to have one person make our members reservations.

Deena Felver will be our contact person for this.
You can email Deena at cdfelver@metalink.com or text her at 419-203-6627.

You will need to tell her what site/price you want to be in.
You will pay for your camping at the Amishville Campground office when you arrive.

Rates for next year are:
30 amp electric/water $29.00
50 amp electric/water $36.00

Pull thru sites (405-417 odd numbers):
30 amp electric/water $33.00
50 amp electric/water $38.00

We will be in the wagon wheel loop inside and outside, we also have the row on the outside.
On the map below, the outside loop with dashes are 50 amp sites. Pull thru sites are 405-417

NOTICE
The RETIREE CAMPOUT will precede the FALL INVITATIONAL at the same location.
September 30-October 1, 2026



mailto:cdfelver@metalink.com
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HOWARD COUNTY FAIRGROUND
GREENTOWN, INDIANA
May 8-10, 2026

Hosted by Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt
$30/night
$10 activity fee

($70 weekend)

(We will be able to use the building free if we have 20 units)

Put it on your calendar now!!

Details to come!!!
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MIARK YOUR CALENDARS

Indiana State Events Regional Events
2026 Spring Campout 2026 Retiree Campout 2026 Great Lakes Regional Campout
May 8-10, 2026 September 30-October 1, 2026 July 29-August 2, 2026
Howard County Fairground Amishville Campground Kenosha County Fairgrounds
Greentown, Indiana Geneva, Indiana Wilmot. Wi -
Hosted by the To make reservations rmot, wisconsin.
Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt Contact Deena Felver (Watch for more information)
2026 Fall Invitational
2026 Summer Campout October 2-October 4, 2026

August 21-23, 2026
Lazy-L Campground
West Terre Haute, Indiana
Hosted by the
Fireflies
Coffee Pot Campers

Amishville Campground
Geneva, Indiana
To make reservations
Contact Deena Felver

2026 FCRYV International Campvention
“Where the Flock Gathers”
July 5-11, 2026
Early Bird Days July 3-4, 2026
South Dakota State Fairgrounds
1060 3rd St. SW, Huron, SD 57350

2026 FCRYV Retiree Rally
“Rally The Wagons”
March 23-29, 2026
Early Bird Days March 20-22, 2026
& Mineola Civic Center
1150 N. Newsom St., Mineola TX 75773

https://ferv.org/retiree-rally-2026 https://fcrv.org/campvention-2026/
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