
   

 

ñWhere strangers become friends, and friends become family!ò 
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These chapters were recognized  
at the 2025 Fall Invitational Campout.   
See the pictures of those individuals  

who were recognized  
for their significant anniversaries on page 5.   
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   The Shipshewana Fall Invitational Campout was a 
definite success, not a Shipwreck! Good food was 
served on Friday evening (Peg Legs, floating ships 
and liquid gold) and Saturday evening (Shipwreck 
Stew).  The pirate name tags were fun and the Hu-
man Battleship game was a huge hit!  We'll have to 
do that again sometime. 
   I've seen on Facebook that many have had the sad 
day of winterizing their campers.  We have to take 
care of them so they will be ready to go next camp-
ing season!   
   First for the 2026 season, for some, will be the Re-
tiree Rally in Mineola, Texas.  Harlan and Lori are 
co-chairs this year, it will be the week of March 23-
29, 2026. The FCRV website (www.fcrv.org) has the 
registration form and a link to the Facebook page for 
the Retiree Rally.    
   Then there will be some chapter and state cam-
pouts. The 2026 National Campvention will be July 
5-11 at the South Dakota State Fairgrounds in Hu-
ron, South Dakota.  Get your reservation mailed in 
before December 31 to receive the $25 discount (so 
you only pay $340).  That reminds me that I have to 
get mine done!  Hopefully more information will be 
coming out at the beginning of the year regarding 
South Dakota. 
   The Great Lakes Regional will be July 29-August 
2, 2026, at the Kenosha County Fairgrounds in Wil-
mot, Wisconsin.  Connie and Doug Black have 
checked the grounds and more information will be 
coming out soon.  Mark your calendar! 
   There is a national membership meeting on Octo-
ber 28th regarding the dues increase.  I will report 
more information in next month's Chatter.   
   Short and sweet for this month.  We went from the 
80's to the 40-50 degrees temps in 1 week.  I told Ed 
we were not turning on our heat until November. 
Guess what, I turned it on before writing this article 
(Thursday, October 23)! 
   Take care, until we see each other again. 
   Angie Shaneyfelt 
 

   Everyone that attended the Fall Invitational at 
Shipshewana seemed to enjoy themselves. The food 
and games were both good. Your new officers were 
sworn in to represent you for the next three years. 
Welcome aboard Mike Rausch. 
   Unfortunately, it is that time to winterize the camp-
ers if you are staying in the north. Just remember it 
will be just a few short months and we will be camp-
ing again.  
   The trustees received a bid for the summer camp 
out to be held at Lazy L campground in Terre Haute 
on August 21-23, 2026, hosted by the Fireflies and 
coffeepots.  
   The Fall invitational is going back to Amishville on 
October 2-4 with the retirees going in on September 
30. Look elsewhere in the chatter for the information 
on how to reserve your spot.  
   Rumor has it that there might be a bid for the 
spring campout in the first part of May.   
   Don't forget about Nationals in South Dakota and 
the Regional in Wisconsin when making your sched-
ule for next year. 
   Our membership director needs your help.  Let Ron 
Cohee or Angie Shaneyfelt know if you are wanting 
to work the RV show in January (see article in this 
CHATTER, page 9). 
   Hopefully you had many trick or treaters to get 
your candy. If you bought more then you had treat-
ers, that would be a bonus for yourself. Enjoy your-
self at your family dinners at Thanksgiving and try 
not to stuff yourself 
Until next time  
   Ed Shaneyfelt 
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FCRV National Office fcrvoffice@gmail.com  
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Indiana State Association FCRV  
Conservation and Wildlife Director 

Misty Stuckwisch 
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Patti Thieme 

CHAPLAIN½S  
Corner  

Harlan Nigh 
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   Our camping season has ended, the furnace has 
been turned on and the camper winterized. What a 
sad time of the year!  
   It feels like this season has flown by but donôt let 
that stop you! Make winter plans to get together and 
visit, enjoy a meal, or get involved in a community 
project. Letôs get our FCRV name out there no mat-
ter the season. 
   We have started working on winter projects, clos-
ing up the vents, clearing the flower beds, and still 
picking up sticks! Watching the fields around the 
house be harvested is an ever present reminder that 
the change of seasons is rushing in. The mice are 
probably trying to rush in too!  
   If you are looking for new ways to keep the mice at 
bay in your home or camper, I would suggest a quick 
Google search. There are literally hundreds of sug-
gestions out there. Making sure to seal all entry 
points is number one on the list and with that taking 
all food sources out of the camper. Pure peppermint 
oil comes up often in suggestions. Just soak cotton 
balls with it and place throughout the camper focus-
ing on points of entry. Apparently mice do not like 
the smell of peppermint. What tricks and tips do you 
have?  
   Please share them with us! What worked for you 
that might help others? 
 
    Until We Camp Again, 
    Misty Stuckwisch 

Hi all, 
    This is just a reminder that when you get done 
trick or treating, keep your eye out for sales on things 
that you think a child at Riley Hospital would like.  
After you pick it up, donôt forget where you put it, so 
you can bring it to the next campout!  
   I would also like to thank everyone who brought 
tabs to the last campout. Keep saving them through 
the winter months.  
   Thanks to the 12 walkers and 3 dogs that walked 
with us at the Fall Invitational. 
Patti Thieme  

Hello Camp Family,  
   I'm thinking that most of y'all have done the same 
sad event we did at the Nigh household, winterize our 
Camper (Retirement Home) as I like to refer to Ed-
die. But, Lori and I planning to get next season 
booked with all fun that can share.  
    Again I would like to invite all interested to Mine-
ola, Texas. for the Retiree Rally. This will be our 3rd 
year, and we've never been disappointed.  
   We are doing stage and table decorating, I will do 
my best to help coordinate with Ken and Betty to be 
sure it's enjoyable.  
   I would like to thank everyone who prayed for Den-
ise McKerlie & Diane Creager, Both were Blessed 
with the Lord's Healing! 
      Until we share another campfire  
       God Bless.  
     Harlan Nigh  
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DASAT MOMENT  

   20 years ago last month I accepted the responsibil-
ity and opportunity to edit the HOOSIER CHAT-
TER, the official newsletter of the Indiana Family 
Campers and RVers.   
 
Things were quite different then.  The CHATTER 
was only available in print copy.  The process was to 
create the newsletter and deliver it to a private print-
er on the south side of Indianapolis.  He photo-
graphed each page and fed it into his machine to pro-
duce about 250 copies of the newsletter.  He sorted 
and sent them out according to the Postal Serviceôs 
complicated zip code sorting process.  Mike and I 
would return to pick up the unsent copies, good only 
for recycling. (The number printed was more than 
we needed to get to the break point that allowed us 
to get a quantity discount.) 
 
   Since then, the CHATTER has become primarily 
online, able to be shared with all of FCRV through 
the national website.  The cost of publishing is negli-
gible, and the $20/year subscription charge eliminat-
ed for those who receive it online.  The page limita-
tion for publishing has vanished.  
 
   Although there are no plans to ñretireò at this time, 
the reality is that at some time a new editor will be 
needed.  The search is on so that there will be the 
opportunity for me to pass on what this job has 
taught me to someone who can mold the CHATTER 
into their vision!    
 
   If you are interested in a fun and creative adven-
ture, please contact me to discuss what it entails.   
 
(You will need 
good communica-
tion, grammar and 
writing skills, the  
knowledge of (or 
interest in learn-
ing) some publish-
ing program (I use 
Microsoft Publish-
er), and a reliable 
email program to 
be able to send the 
newsletter.   
 
Marilyn Rausch, editor, HOOSIER CHATTER 
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   As we prepare to celebrate Thanksgiving in a few 
weeks, we know that it is a special day to 
acknowledge all the things we are grateful for in our 
lives.  There is evidence, though, that we should live 
our lives in a spirit of gratitude EVERY day.  The 
following is a Google AI summary of some evidence 
that supports that theory! 
 
Gratitude provides significant mental, physical, and 
social benefits by improving mood, reducing stress, 
and strengthening relationships. It boosts well-being 
through the release of dopamine and serotonin, leads 
to better sleep by reducing worry, and can enhance 
physical health by lowering blood pressure. Socially, 
it fosters better connections, and psychologically, it 
can increase optimism, reduce envy, and even in-
crease life satisfaction.  
 

Mental and emotional benefits 
 
Improves mood: Gratitude boosts levels of dopamine 
and serotonin, neurotransmitters associated with 
positive feelings. 

Reduces negative emotions: It helps lessen feelings 
of envy, resentment, and bitterness, which can 
contribute to depression and anxiety. 

Increases positive emotions: It is linked to higher 
levels of optimism, life satisfaction, and overall 
happiness. 

Boosts self-esteem: Focusing on what you have can 
improve self-esteem and reduce negative social 
comparisons.  

 
Physical health benefits 

 
Better sleep: A grateful mindset is linked to better 
sleep quality, as it helps reduce worry and anxie-
ty before bed. 

Reduced stress: It can lower blood pressure and heart 
rate by initiating the parasympathetic nervous 
system, which promotes relaxation. 

Healthier behaviors: It is associated with a greater 
desire to take care of one's health through exer-
cise and proper diet. 

Potentially longer life: Some research suggests a link 
between gratitude and longevity.  

 
Social benefits 

 
Strengthens relationships: Expressing gratitude 
builds trust and strengthens bonds with friends, 
family, and colleagues. 

Increases helpfulness: It is linked to higher levels of 
empathy and a greater desire to help others.  
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Hi there, 
   Here is the update for the 2025 Retiree Campout. 
We had 18 units with 39 people in attendance. 
Wednesday night we went out to eat at the Essen-
haus Restaurant and filled up on a lot of food, since 
it was all you could eat buffet.        
   Thursday morning 10 people and one dog walked 
the C.A.M.P. walk at 10:00a.m.Then we visited 
with a lot of friends or went sight seeing in the area.  
   At 2:00 p.m. we played bocce ball and had a fun 
time.  
   We had hamburgers or cheese burgers with every-
one bringing a side dish to share for our carry in 
meal Thursday evening.   
   After we filled our bellies we had our annual 
meeting followed by cupcakes and ice cream.  
Patti Thieme  
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Everyone was a winner at Bocce Ball!.  We played 2 
games and each team won once!  Meadwhile, there 
were a couple of very interested spectators! 
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Michigan State Director Marci 
McIntosh provided a morning 
of crafting for those who chose 
to participate.  We learned how 
to make roses out of duct tape, 
yarn lanyards with simple 
looms, and a variety of orna-
ments.  Thank you, Marci! 

Lori and Harlan Nigh got into the spirit of the theme, 
ñShipwrecked in Shipshewana.ò 

Membership Direc-
tor (among other 
titles) Ron Cohee 
sold 50/50 tickets to 
raise funds to offset 
the cost of Januaryôs 
RV Show fees.  
 
(See  page 9 in 
this  CHATTER  

about  
volunteering to 
help at the show.  

  
It takes every-
one to help us 
grow this  

organization!! 


