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STATE DIRECTOR’S CORNER  
Rick & Kathy Boatwright 

  

Greeting Campers, Spring is upon us and some have gone 
camping already. We are looking forward to Colorado 
Spring Fling at Boyd Lake State Park May 15th - 18th. 
 
If you haven't mailed your Registration form in by now,  
just bring them to us there with your registration fee.  The 
schedule for the events will be out in a few day. We just 
have a few more details to work out. See page 6 in this is-
sue for items to bring to Spring Fling. 
 
We have set up a new Colorado website. We are happy that 
it seems to be working well. The web site is located on 

page 7 in this issue. Please check it out and give some us feedback and if you want your 
chapter information added or changed. 
 
Campvention 2025 in Lebanon, TN in July 2025 is coming soon and plans are on page 7 in 
this issue, if you are planning on going. If you want to travel together or have any ques-
tions, feel free to contact us by email or call us and we can answer your questions. 
 
Starting the July -Aug issue of the Fireside Embers, we are changing the format and  
program we are currently using because windows 365 will longer be using Publisher.  An 

email was sent out with instructions on how to submit news articles. Also, you can find the 
instructions on page 7 of this issue. 
 
That’s all for now and hope to see everyone at the 38th Colorado Spring Fling, 15th -18th 
May, 2025. Drive Safe and be careful. 
 
Rick and Kathy Boatwright 

 

DON’T FORGET To Stay Informed 
 

 

Update your home address and email address with  
Colorado FCRV  

Let us know at 

fcrvcoloradosd@gmail.com 
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2025 DATES TO REMEMBER  
DATE EVENT LOCATION 

May 15 - 18  Colorado State Spring Fling Boyd Lake State Park, Loveland 

Jul 20 - 26  International Campvention Lebanon, TN 

Sep 20 - Sep 24  
Colorado Retiree Rally  
Campout 

Pueblo South/Colorado City 
KOA 

Sep 24 - Sep 28 Colorado State Fall Campout 
Pueblo South/Colorado City 
KOA 
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EMAIL 

IMPORTANT 
Article submission is for chapters, program chairmen and members who have news or       
interesting articles or classified ads that they would like to share with the membership.  

  

 ARTICLES MUST BE TYPED and SUBMITTED AS A 
WORD DOCUMENT. PHOTOS ARE NOT TO BE 

SCANNED INTO THE WORD DOCUMENT.  ATTACH ALL 
PHOTOS TO THE EMAIL. 

 

DO NOT SUBMIT THE ARTICLE AS A PDF. 
Photos must be submitted as a jpeg ATTACHED TO 

THE EMAIL. 
 

Include your CHAPTER NAME  & YOUR NAME   
 

DO NOT SUBMIT MORE THAN 6 PHOTOS PER         
ARTICLE.  IF MORE THAN 6  

PHOTOS ARE SUBMITTED SOME MAY BE REMOVED. 

FIRESIDE EMBERS 
 CUT OFF DATES 

 

Jan - Feb                Dec 15th 
Mar - Apr              Feb 15th    
May - Jun              Apr 15th 
Jul - Aug                Jun 15th 
Sep - Oct             Aug 15th 
Nov - Dec              Oct 15th 

 

The “Embers” is published six times a year.  
Please send any information that you would 

like to have included in the “Embers” to: 

 
 
 
 
 

Fireside Embers Editor 
gmirons@gmail.com  

 
  (If you do not receive a reply to your  
submission, please reach out again.) 



 

 

FIRESIDE  EMBERS—6 

 
 

Silver Sponsors will always have an ad in the Embers.  
 

We encourage all Colorado FCRV members to support this sponsor when 

Colorado Silver Sponsor 

SILVER SPONSOR 
 

• Hitch Corner 

Silver 

Colorado 

FCRV 

What to Bring to Spring Fling 

 EZ-ups and sides 

 Gas Firepits 

 Tables 

 Firewood  

 Beanbag Baseball Board & Beanbags (we have one - could use another) 

 Bucket Ball (we have two - could use two more) 

 Anyone play a guitar? - would be nice to have some music around the campfire 

 Water is available - bring a long hose 

 Rod and Reel - Casting Contest weights are provided 

 Non-Perishable food items or cash donation for Food Drive 

IF YOU HAVE NOT SENT IN YOUR SPRING 
FLING REGISTRATION FORM AND FEE, 

BRING IT WITH YOU TO TURN IN AT THE 
REGISTRATION TABLE  

The Registration Form is on page 3 of this issue.   
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In Case You Missed It 

Campvention 2025 Caravan from Colorado 

Rick & Kathy Boatwright are making plans to travel to Campvention in Lebanon, TN in July 2025.  

Tentative plans are as follows: 

Depart on Tuesday, July 15th  

1st Stop - July 15th (Tuesday), Russell, KS - Triple J RV Park 

2nd Stop - July 16th (Wednesday), Columbia, MO - Cottonwoods RV Park 

3rd Stop - July 17th (Thursday), Calvert City, KY - I24 Kentucky Lake KOA 

4th Stop - July 18th (Friday), Arrive Campvention 

For additional information contact Rick & Kathy at fcrvcoloradosd@gmail.com 

Colorado FCRV has a new website: 
 

Colorado Family Campers & RVers  

https://www.colorado-family-campers-rvers.org/
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National Director of Wildlife 
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National Director of Wildlife 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                Wildlife Director 
                                                         
                        Every wild animal needs a place to live.  The wildlife habitats are 

under attack due to developments and climate change.  New 
developments impede natural migration.  It is important that wild 
habitats be large and allow free movement within.  There is a need for 

reproduction and a place for migrating birds to nest and feed. 
 
Per the DGB Group there are seven basic principles to protecting wildlife: 

1. Habitat Conservation – need to protect wetlands, wooded areas and grasslands from 
human development.  Reforestation and wetland restoration are needed. 

2. Sustainable land and use practices – encouraging good practices can reduce habitat loss 
and fragmentation.  Reduce the use of pesticides and other harmful chemicals. 

3. Research and monitoring – is essential for effective 
conservation management.  To identify opportunities for 
conservation and inform policy and management. 

4. Public education and awareness – educating the public 
of the importance of wildlife conservation.  Creating a 
culture of responsible and sustainable behavior. 

5. Creating wildlife areas – by investing in nature-based 
projects or converting property into wildlife friendly habitats.    Provides a safe refuge for 
birds, butterflies, bees and other species. 

6. Recycling – reduces demand for new products, protects the lives of animals and 
contributes to carbon offsetting.  Recycled materials reduce the pressure on the habitats 
and preserves them for wildlife. 

7. Plant trees – a method to protect the natural habitats of nearby animals is to plant trees.  
Trees are sources of food, shelter and breeding grounds. They also provide nesting sites, 
resting places and animal hunting. 

 
Looking forward to seeing as many as possible at Campvention.  We will be accepting bird houses, 
gift baskets and other donated items for the silent auction.  Bring them to the wildlife table.  We 

are hoping to get wildlife photos, 8 ½ by 11 for judging.  There are two 
categories, seventeen and younger and eighteen and older.  You may submit 
up to two photos.  See the activity brochure for any wildlife seminars we 
may offer.  We will be auctioning off a refrigerated cooler on the last evening 
and gift basket.  Grants will be awarded on the last evening.  Grant 

applications must be into me by May 20th.   
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Chapter News  
Rocky Toppers 

Rocky Toppers held a meeting at Mimi’s Café in Colorado 
Springs as they begin to ready themselves for their first campout 
of the 2025 season. 
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Chapter News  
Trailblazers 

 

 

 

Trailblazers   

News   

The Trailblazers held their February and March   

luncheon and meeting at the Golden Corral in   

Colorado Springs.    

Reservations have been made for our 2025   

campouts, except for October, and we're still looking at different locations. We're looking forward to   

April's campout at Colorado City KOA and seeing members who have been wintering in California and  

Texas.   

In February, we had Trailblazers who took a wonderful caravan trip   

to Baja, Mexico, where they spent fifteen days escaping our   

Colorado winter. What a wonderful experience they had! They   

entered Mexico at Potrero and made their way to Guerrero Negro,   

where small boats   

took them out to   

interact with grey   

whales. Guerrero Negro also has the largest open air salt  

mine in the world. Six million tons of salt are mined there 

every year. They returned by way of the Sea of Cortez.  

They drove 1,000 miles over extremely narrow and bad  

roads, averaging 27.6 mph. It is an RV adventure they'll  

never forget!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Submitted by Cathy Vegvary 
 



 

 

FIRESIDE  EMBERS—12 

Colorado Conservation and Wildlife Director 
 
 

Rattlesnakes & Butterflies 
 

non-venomous Bull snake - often confused 
with the Rattlesnake 
________________________ 

 

Colorado is home to about 29 species of snakes 
with rattlesnakes being the only venomous snakes 
native to our State. Snakes benefit our ecosystems 
by eating a variety of pests and Spring time in 
Colorado is one of the prime times for snakes as 
the weather is just perfect for them. Spring is also 
when rattlesnakes are the most active and 
aggressive because they are just beginning to 
emerge after months of inactivity. Also, it is a myth 
that rattlesnakes are not found at high altitudes as 
they can be found at up to 9,500’.   
 

Identification: Triangle-shaped head, keeled 
scales, blunt tail with a rattle, distinctive 
coloration, and vertical slit-like pupils (unlike the 
Bull snake’s round pupils) – Of course, if you’re 
checking out pupils you are way too close!  

 

On average there are around 200 rattlesnake bites 
annually in Colorado (deaths are rare), so it’s a 
good idea to be on alert when hiking or moving 
around your campground. Suggestions: Watch 
where you place your hands and feet. When you 
step over a large rock or log, step as far away from 
the bottom as possible. Walk in the middle of a 
trail. Avoid hiking in tall grass or use a walking stick 
to check what lies ahead. Leave your ears free of 
music so you can hear a rattle. A pair of hiking 
boots or snake gaiters can provide additional 
protection.     
If bitten, don’t panic. Get medical attention 
immediately. 

This topic is a bit personal for me.  About seven 
years ago our daughter and I were hiking near 
Horsetooth Reservoir (Larimer County) when I 
heard a loud rattle below me. I stopped, 
immediately looked down and saw a very large 
rattlesnake in motion next to my shoe. I barely 
missed stepping directly on it. We both sped away 
at a rapid pace.   

Thinking back on the event I believe there were at 
least two snakes there. We had both been on keen 

look out for snakes and were hiking in the middle 
of a wide dirt trail as recommended. Neither of us 
saw it/them beforehand. I was walking directly 
behind her. I don’t know if the snake was in the 
trail the entire time or if it had just lunged at her 
and then I came along and almost stepped on it.  
We will never know.  

Recently I learned about the large mega den in that 
area (the exact location is undisclosed). Thousands 
of rattlesnakes (yes, about 2000) can winter there 
and then disperse to surrounding areas as the 
weather warms.  There is an interesting live 
webcam of the den:  https://rattlecam.org/ 

 

Fortunately our dog wasn’t hiking with us that day.  
There is a snake venom preventative vaccine for 
dogs which helps the dog create antibodies to 
neutralize venom in case of a bite, but prompt 
veterinary treatment is still crucial if bitten.  More 
important though is to keep your dog close to you 
on hikes. 

____________________________ 
 
 

Moving on to BUTTERFLIES. I think 
everyone will agree pollinators are 
very important to our existence. 
Colorado, particularly on the 
Eastern side, is a key area of 

Monarch butterfly migration. Annual numbers have 
been drastically declining.  The U.S. Fish & Wildlife 
Service has reopened the public comment period 
on the proposal to list the Monarch Butterfly as an 
endangered species. You can submit your 
comments until May 19, 2025. See regulations.gov, 
FWS-R3-ES-2024-0137.   
 
 
__________________________________________ 
Article submitted by Linda Fox, Colorado FCRV’s 
Conservation & Wildlife Director. Please forward 
suggestions & comments to: cofcrvcw@gmail.com. 
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Conservation Poster Contest  

 

WHEN/WHERE:  Bring your posters to SPRING FLING for judging.  Need not be present to 
win! – just have a fellow camper deliver it for you by Noon, Saturday - May 17, 2025 at 
Boyd Lake State Park (see last paragraph below).   
 

THEME:  Each poster must pertain to some phase of conservation. (The first place posters 
in each age category will be taken to Campvention 2025!) 
 

VOTING: The Colorado Executive Board will determine the 1st - 3rd place winners in each 
age category.  Winners will be announced Saturday, May 17th by 5:00 p.m.  Winning           
Certificates will be awarded for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place 
 

RULES:   The poster is defined as a medium to catch the attention of the observer and     

convey the specific conservation message.  Contestants must be FCRV members in good 

standing. Each poster must be the contestant’s own work and have been created for this 

contest.  Any art media may be used with the standard size poster board (approximately 

22”X 28”, not to vary more than ½”).   Ages up to 5 years may have help with lettering.  

First/last name, date of birth, FCRV Chapter Name, complete address and the Field            

Director’s  certification (signature) MUST appear on the lower left corner of the back of the 

poster.   
 

Age categories:   
Up to 5 years inclusive 

6-8 years inclusive 
9-11 years inclusive 

12-14 years inclusive 
15-19 years inclusive 

20 and up  
Age is determined as of July 1st of the year of the contest  

 

The first-place winning poster in each age category will be taken to Campvention 2025 to 
compete at the National level.  All other entries must be claimed by contestants or their   
representatives at Spring Fling No Later Than 8:00 pm on Saturday, May 17, 2025 (or they 
may be discarded).  
 

All posters must be delivered to the Poster Chairman (Linda Fox, at Spring Fling, Boyd 
Lake Site #77) no later than Noon, Saturday, May 17, 2025.  
        
     Questions? – Contact Linda Fox at COFCRVCW@gmail.com 
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“CAMPING IS” POSTER CONTEST 
 

“CAMPING IS” a contest to give the youth of FCRV an opportunity to express what camping is 
to them.  Bring your posters to SPRING FLING for judging.  Need not be present to win! – just 
have a fellow camper deliver it for you on Saturday, May 17th, between 10:00 am and Noon 
to site 52, B Loop. 
 

The contest is divided into six age groups: 
 

0 - 2 years 
3 - 4 years 
5 - 6 years 
7 - 8 years 

9 - 10 years 
11 - 12 years 

 

Ages 0 - 4 will have a coloring contest with an official entry form.  Ages 5 - 12 will have a post-
er contest.  The “Camping Is” Poster Contest will be held at Spring Fling on Saturday.  The 
winning poster in each category will be taken to the National Campvention in July for        
competition at the National level.   
 

Contestants who enter should portray what camping means to them.   
 

The Colorado Executive Board will determine the 1st - 3rd place winners in each age category.  
Winners will be announced Saturday, May 17th by 5:00 p.m.  
 

Rules   
 

• Contestant or contestant’s parents or legal guardians must be FCRV members. 
• For Coloring Contest ( ages 0 - 4) the official coloring page is required.  Entries may 

use any non-electronic drawing or coloring materials. 
• For Poster Contest (ages 5 - 12) posters must be a standard size 22” x  28” poster 

board. 
• Coloring contest entries may use any non-electronic drawing or coloring materials. 
• All work, coloring, drawing, lettering, etc. must be the youth’s own work. Poster 

may be any media.   
• Name, complete address, and birth date, along with the Field Director’s or State    

Director’s certification of FCRV membership must appear in the  lower left hand cor-
ner on the back of the poster/official coloring sheet. 

• Age will be determined as of July 1 of the year of the contest. 
 

All other entries must be claimed by contestants or their representatives at Spring Fling No 
Later Than 8:00 pm on Saturday, May 17, 2025 (or they may be discarded).  
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Coloring Page For Ages 0 - 5 
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CHAPTER NEWS 
Woodland Wookies 

Woodland Wookies  just had a blast Axe throwing then we all gathered at Red Robin for more good times! 
Colorado Springs 

The Woodland Wookies enjoyed Barbeque at Old Colorado City for our March Meeting, much planning for 
our Summer adventures! 
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DON’T FORGET To Stay Informed 
 

 

Update your home address and email address with    
Colorado FCRV  

Let us know at 

fcrvcoloradosd@gmail.com 
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Apple Crisp 

Ingredients 
 

• 2 –3 apples sliced thin 

• 1 tablespoon butter 

• 1 teaspoon ground cinnamon   

• 1/2 teaspoon ground nutmeg 

• 1/2 teaspoon ground cloves 

• 1 teaspoon vanilla 

• 1/4 cup brown sugar 

• 1 cup granola 

 

 

Instructions 
 

• In an 8″ or 10” cast iron skillet, over medium heat, saute the sliced apples in a bit of oil 

or butter until beginning to soften, about 5 minutes.  

• Add the spices, bourbon, and sugar, and stir to combine. Continue cooking until the 

sauce thickens and the apples are tender, 5-10 minutes. 

• Remove from the heat and sprinkle the granola evenly across the top. Enjoy straight 

from the skillet or serve in individual bowls with a dollop of whipped cream. 
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Ingredients 
 
• 2 large eggs 
 
• 2 slices ham, chopped (Optional) 
 
• ½ cup shredded Cheddar cheese 
 
• 2 tablespoons chopped fresh tomato (Optional) 
 
• 2 fresh mushrooms, sliced (Optional) 
 
• 1 tablespoon chopped onion (Optional) 
 
• 1 tablespoon chopped green bell pepper (Optional) 
 
• 1 tablespoon chunky salsa (Optional) 
 
Instructions 
 

• Crack eggs into a large resealable freezer bag. Press out most of the air, and seal. 

Shake or squeeze to beat the eggs.  

• Open the bag, and add ham, Cheddar, tomato, mushrooms, onion, bell pepper, and 

salsa. Squeeze out as much of the air as you can and seal the bag again.  

• Bring a large pot of water to a boil. Place the bag (up to 8 bags at a time) into the 

boiling water. Cook for exactly 13 minutes.  

• Open the bag, and let the omelet roll out onto a plate. The omelet should roll out 

easily.  

Omelet in a Bag 
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How to contact us via Social Media 

 

Group - Colorado Family Campers & RV'ers (FCRV) | Facebook  
 

Page - Colorado Family Campers & RV'ers | Facebook  

 Colorado_fcrv 
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6669 Colorado Blvd 
Commerce City, CO 80022 

303 456-2699 
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CAMPVENTION Updates 

2025 Campvention  
 
We are very thankful for the volunteers who have committed to help with this year’s 
Campvention. Our teams are full; however, some of our teams need volunteers. As an       
example, tram drivers, parking, etc. If you are interested, we would love to sign you up! 
Please indicate your willingness to volunteer either on your Campvention Registration Form 
or email the chairperson, Rick Walorski at WALORSKIHOME@COMCAST.NET. As of 
this report, 109 have registered with 15 being first timers. Watch Camping Today for         
information coming soon on golf cart rental, tours, t-shirts and the entertainment line up to 
just mention a few. 
 
 

2026 Campvention 
 
The location for Campvention 2026 has been secured.  It will be at the South     
Dakota State Fairgrounds in Huron, South Dakota, July 5 -  July 11, 2026.       
Region 3 will be the host. 
 
 
 

To Renew Your Membership go to 
 

https://fcrv.org/membership/  
 

 OR 
 

Send a check (include your member number) to  

FCRV 137 Crandon BLVD. 

Cheektowaga, NY 14225 

  

$35.00 - 1 year 

$68.00 - 2 years 

$98.00 - 3 years 

 



 

 

FIRESIDE  EMBERS—23 



 

 

FIRESIDE  EMBERS—24 



 

 

FIRESIDE  EMBERS—25 



 

 

FIRESIDE  EMBERS—26 



 

 

FIRESIDE  EMBERS—27 

Sudoku Puzzle—Solution 



COLORADO CHAPTERS OF FCRV  
A NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION 

4960 Wezel Circle 
Colorado Springs, CO 80916 

Upcoming Colorado State Events 
 

May 15 - 18  Colorado State Spring Fling Boyd Lake State Park, Loveland 
(Reservations for sites are made through CPW but you still need to send Rick & 

Kathy the Spring Fling Registration Form & Fee - Page 3) 
 
Sep 20 - Sep 24  Colorado Retiree Rally Campout, Pueblo South/Colorado City 
KOA 
 
Sep 24 - Sep 28 Colorado State Fall Campout, Pueblo South/Colorado City KOA 


