
Kansas Camper 
Association Newsletter 

May and June 2024 
Issue 0418 
Volume 00339 

 
KCA a State 
Chapter of 

FCRV 



2 

 

 
The Kansas Camper is the official publication of the Kansas Campers Association Inc. of Family Campers 
and RVers. The Kansas Camper is published six times a year. Subscription is included in the membership 
fee for Kansas Campers Association Inc.  
Kansas Campers Association Inc. holds two camping conventions each year, one the first weekend in May 
and the other in September or October weekend. Information will be carried in the Kansas Camper preced-
ing each convention giving location, fee and schedule. 

  Kansas Campers Association Inc. Board of Directors 
  

 President  Forrest and Faye Tennyson, (620) 704-0998 fayetennyson@hotmail.com 

 Vice President  Don and Judy Atkins (785) 506-6566 dhenryj53@cox.net 

 Secretary  Wilma Fast (620) 664-1172 

 Treasurer  Vern and Pam Failor (785) 231 3960, vlfailor@gmail.com 

 Past President  Don and Eileene Naasz, (620) 727-3482 sunsport31@cox.net 

 State Directors  Earl and Ivalee Vanderhoff, (316) 830-2115, vanderhoff79@yahoo.com 

 Area I Executive Committeemen: Vern and Pam Failor, (785) 231 3960, vlfailor@gmail.com 

 Area II Executive Committeemen: No one there 

 Area III Executive Committeemen: No one there 

 Area IV Executive Committeemen: No one there 

 

KANSAS CAMPER ASSOCIATION COMMITTEES 
 
 C.A.M.P.:  Forrest and Faye Tennyson, (620) 704-0998 

 Chaplains:  Bill and Dianne Buggeln, (316) 200-1272 

 Conservation & Wildlife: Open 

 DASAT:  Open 

 Historian:  Tony & Ann Newport, (316) 776-2779 

 Membership  

    Development  All Members of FCRV 

 Nominations &  

    Elections:  Open 

 Director:  Open 

 Teen King:  No one in Kansas 

 Teen Queen:  No one in Kansas 

 Youth Director:  Open 

 Editor:    Bob and Kathy Schreck, (316) 680-2058 E-mail bschreck1@gmail.com 

 I, Bob Schreck, certify that all material contained within this newsletter is used by permission and is acknowledged.   
  
 Cover Photograph was taken by Avis Nelson  
. Other pictures were taken by me or received from others to be used in this newsletter. 
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Editor 
As Editor, my requirements are as follows: All information must be to editor before 25 Oct for November Issue, 25 Feb for March Issue, 25 Apr 
for May Issue, 25 June for Jul Issue, 25 Aug for Sep Issue, and 25 Dec for Jan Issue. Anything after that date will not be included in the issue. I 
will not call anyone. If the report is not in on time I will print without it. I will send copies to KCA members and vendors only due to printing 
costs. Please call and leave a message if you want a paper copy (1 only) or you are receiving a paper copy and want email. I will add additional 
items as they become available. Also send me any suggestions for future Newsletters. Either email or snail mail your reports, I will not take 
them on the phone. My address is 4769 N Portwest St, Wichita, KS 67204. If you want additional copies please print them yourself. Mail copies 
will be in black and white. I am getting my list from the State Treasurer so if you chapter member got one and you didn’t then I have the wrong 
information. I printed 70 papers copies last month. Two reams of paper and one ink cartilage. Also postage. Please consider email.  
 
If you want to receive your Newsletter by email. Please email me and let me know. 
bschreck1@gmail.com. The price of stamps is going up again. 

 
Presidents Notes 

Hello fellow campers.  We attended District 2’s Spring Thaw but it felt more like spring freeze.  The wind 
and cold weren’t very comfortable but the fellowship was great.  A special thank you to Bill and Diane 
Buggeln for overseeing Spring Thaw this year.  We really appreciate all the hard work that everyone put in 
to making it a great weekend.  The sad thing is there were only eight families camping.  Due to the low par-
ticipation in the last few years for Spring Thaw it has been voted to do away with it.  Area two is so lucky to 
have the Ky-O-Tees who have been and are always Johnny-on-the-spot to prepare meals or anything else 
that is needed.   
Hope to see a lot of you at Spring State beginning May 3 in Burlington.  Vern and Pam Failor have a lot of 
fun things planned for the weekend.  Bill and Diane Buggeln are hoping as many as can stay for retirees 
Monday May 6 to May 10.  A lot of work goes into planning a campout so please make sure people know 
you appreciate all they do.    
District 1 campout is June 14-16.  Everyone is invited to attend, you don’t need to be a member of that dis-
trict.   
Happy camping and hope to see you at future campouts. 
Forrest and Faye Tennyson 

State Directors Notes 
Spring is supposed to be here but sometimes the temperature has been deceiving.  Regardless, 

CAMPING SEASON is here.  PLEASE – if you haven’t made plans to attend the Kansas Campers Spring 
Campout or the Spring Sunchaser’s or both – DO IT!!!  Show everyone that Kansas Campers are active.  
Besides, you get a chance to visit with others from around the state.  The dates are May 3 – 5 and May 6 – 
10.   

We didn’t get to attend the International Retirees but Kansas was well represented.  Thanks to all of 
you that did go.  We came home and have had plenty of appointments.  Some issues became apparent dur-
ing the Retirees meeting.  We heard about them right after the campout ended and continue to hear more.  IF 
you haven’t heard, please go to the following and read the letter from the trustees.  Go to the FCRV.org 
website and click on the News which will bring up the April Camping Today.  At the bottom of the letter 
from the International President Gerry Pfirsch, you will find a link.  Open the link and read the special mes-
sage.  Personally, we are disappointed that they have reached the decision that they have made.  The major 
changes we will see is that there will not be a prayer at the opening and closing of the International 
Campvention and the International Retiree Campout and the FCRV Prayer will not be printed in the pro-
gram books.  If you agree or disagree with their statements, write to each of the trustees and let them know 
how you feel.  Addresses for each of them can be found under Contacts on the FCRV.org site.  Members 
can have an influence.  We do wonder what they will change or allow in the future.   

We are not sure how much we will get to camp this summer but we sure hope we get to see each of 
you sometime soon.  Take care. 

Earl and Ivalee Vanderhoff 
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  AREA  I 
 

Campfire Campers:  
In March we ended our winter meetings with breakfast at BoJo’s in Topeka with additional guests from the 
Mustangs.  Then the group moved on to the Heartland Air Museum.  We had two great guides and really ap-
preciated their knowledge and stories of the planes in the exhibit.  Six families and a guest of our chapter at-
tended the Retiree Rally in Mineola Tx where it was a bit cool but great fun was enjoyed.  Our first Chapter 
camp out of the season was at Hillsdale Lake where the Weirs hosted the weekend with a progressive sup-
per.  I am sure folks in the area wondered what we were doing moving from camper to camper as we partook 
in a 5 coarse supper.  We had a really great time with lots of laughs and visiting.  All this while welcoming our 
guests Geff and Brenda Karkendall who are long time neighbors of John and Georgia Denisar.  A few couples 
drove into Osawatomie and stopped at the John Brown museum where we learned of his extreme passion to 
end slavery during the civil war.  It was a great weekend. 
We are looking forward to the Spring State Campout in Burlington Ks at Kelley Park.  Hope to see a lot of 
folks at this annual event. 
 
Reporting 
Ilene Young 
Campfire Campers 
 
Dusters: Did not receive report before issue 
 
Mustangs: 
Mustang club march meeting was at Glory Days Pizza. We discussed activities for dist.I campout. we heard 
about Vanita Hunts condition, she had a set back with pnuemonia but is better now. we enjoyed the meal and 
stories 8 families attended. Our April campout was  at Banner Creek at Holton. 4 families were there for the 
weekend and 3 came on Saturday for the meeting. Due to the Passing of Jim Wright, his wife Judy is resigning 
the president position. An election was held  and elected the Hughes as president And in lue of  Vice President 
Vanita Hunts condition the Magnesons agreed to take VP position untill  Vanit recuperates. She still has trou-
ble talking but says she CAN TEXT.  
 
 

AREA  II 
Kansa Travelers:Did not receive report before issue 
 
Ky-O-Tees:   
Did not receive report before issue 

 AREA  III 
No Active Chapters 

AREA  IV 
 

Sunflower Ramblers:   
 

Kansas Sunflower Ramblers Minutes 
January 20, 2024 

Spears Restaurant, Wichita  
Kevin and Kammie Wendler, Hosts 

 

President Denis Hein called the meeting to order at 12:45. 
Minutes of the December meeting were approved as presented with corrections. 
The treasurer report is as follows:  



5 

 
 

 
Mary Ann moved, and David W. seconded that the treasures report be approved as presented. Motion carried. 
Old Business: A suggestion was made to change our By-Laws regarding the election of officers. Harold Johnson had 
worked with KCA regarding the same issue. After some discussion, a motion was made by Harold and seconded by 
David W. to adopt the same wording as KCA. (See attached wording) Motion carried. 
At a previous meeting, discussion was had regarding when to elect officers and if they could be elected in opposite 
years. President and Treasurer on the even year (2024) and Vice President and Secretary on the odd year (2025), thus 
allowing for consistency of ones who may be new to the position to have someone who had been on the officer’s 
team to be of help to new officers. Motion made by Mary Ann. Wilma Fast seconded. Motion carried. 
Camping Schedule: The August 16-18 campout is to be held in Kinsley, KS, at the 4-Aces RV Park. Tom and Kathy 
Howard will be the hosts. The number to call for reservations is 620-659-231, but we are awaiting more information 
from Howards, soon. 
Our March 15-17 Campout will be held at Battlehill RV Park, Galva, KS. Fee is $25 a night, includes full hookups, 
50- and 30-amp service and a cabin with showers, etc. Our business meeting will be inside! Mary Ann Musselwhite 
is the host.  
The October 18-20 Campout is also at Battlehill. Since they have an annual Chili Cookoff, the Cabin will not be 
available on Saturday night for our meeting. It has been suggested that we have the business meeting on Friday night 
after everyone has arrived. PLEASE make your reservations for this campout as soon as possible as spots will be 
limited due to the Chili Cookoff Event. There will be more information regarding this weekend soon. 
Kammie Wendler gave an update on Kevin. He is home and doing much better. 
Meeting adjourned 1:45 p.m. 

Date Transaction Description Debit Credit Balance 

 Beginning Balance   $533.00 

2/13/2023 Wayne's Printing & Copying $4.34  $528.66 

2/18/2023 
Emory Frey - Reserving 2 Pods at Coun-
cil Grove $240.00  $288.66 

2/18/2023 
Dennis Hein - Shelter at El Dorado 5/19-
5/20 $52.75  $235.91 

4/13/2023 Marty - Shelter Cheney Lake $26.00  $209.91 

4/13/2023 Glen Perry - Club Dues  $15.00 $224.91 

4/17/2023 Harbor Freight - 2 Tarps & Zip Ties $46.19  $178.72 

5/9/2023 
Donation to Scholarship Memorial for 
Dale Baker $20.00  $158.72 

6/18/23 
Emory Frey - Reserving Pod 3 for 3rd 
night $60.00  $98.72 

6/18/23 
Members Payments for Council Grove 
Pods  $300.00 $398.72 

8/9/23 
2 Books of Stamps - Postage to mail 
Minutes $26.40  $372.32 

10/19/2023 Paper plates & Napkins for Tote $10.06  $362.26 

10/26/2023 
Emory Frey - Shelter Rental Anthony 
5/18/24 $18.55  $343.71 

11/18/23 2024 Club Dues Collected  $460.00 $803.71 

11/18/23 2024 Dues Sent to KCA $230.00  $573.71 

11/18/23 Reserve 3 Pods at Council Grove $360.00  $213.71 

11/18/23 Meat for Christmas Dinner $92.37  $121.34 

12/15/2023 
Reserve Cheney Smarsh Shelter for April 
20th $26.50  $94.84 

12/15/2023 2024 Club Dues Collected  $20.00 $114.84 

1/2/2024 Donation to Memorial for Sharisallard $20.00  $94.84 
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Sunchasers 
Yeah!!  April is here and Sunchasers Spring Fling is just around the corner.  Hopefully you included this is in your 
camping plans. 
 
Burlington Kansas  Kelly Park  May 6th to the 10th 
 
$85 for four nights camping, 6 meals, camper bingo, ladder golf, bean bag baseball, 
movie night, senior cake walk and so much more. 
 
Bring nickels and pennies to play PoKeeno - a game combining bingo and poker hands.  Easy to learn and fun to 
play. 
 
For all of us recycled teenagers bring along your tie dye t-shirts, jeans and sneakers and join us for a rollicking good 
time 
 
COME CAMP WITH US FOR CINCO DE MAYO 
Camping season is fast approaching.  As you start to fill in your camping schedule add Spring Sunchasers to the 
list!   Each outing offers opportunities to meet new faces and strengthen friendships.  Our 2024 Sunchasers is in Bur-
lington, Kansas following Spring State from May 6th to May 10th at Kelley Park.   Registration of $85 includes 4 
nights camping, 6 meals, games and a lot of fellowship. 
 
Activites will include rock painting, camper bingo, Pegs and Jokers, 5 Crowns, a senior style cake walk, bean bag 
baseball, corn hole and whatever else attendees want to participate in.   We not only have a nice building but a great 
little park area for activities and a hot dog cookout on Tuesday. 
 
Bring nickels and pennies to play PoKeeno - a game combining bingo along with poker hands.   Easy to learn and fun 
to play. 
 
Anyone feel like singing!   We will have a Karioke set up for those who like to entertain  
Registration will be from 1:00 till 4:00 on Monday    
 
KCA Spring Campout 
We have room for more campers at Spring State.  20 registered to this date.  Activities will be the opening Ceremony, 
a Flag Retirement Ceremony on Friday follow by Smores (all of the fixen,s will be provide.  Saturday  a breakfast an 
KCA Board meeting, A KCA general meeting, a presentation about Burlington,  Dinner will be pot luck (Drinks pro-
vided)  We have evening entertainment scheduled with door prizes to follow.  Sunday Corree, Juice, Donuts ( all Pro-
vided), A church service and closing Ceremony.  Each family please bring a DOOR PRIZE.  
We are going to try something NEW this time, we will have receptacles for Glass, Plastic bottles, Cans both alumi-
num and tin. Please do not bring bags of these from home we will just recycle what we collect at the campout.  Bring 
all of the pop tabs you can gather. 
 It is not to late to register for more information please contact Vern Failor at vlfailor@gmail.com. 

SPRING THAW 2024 
Spring Thaw was held April 19-21 at Lake Afton near Goddard, KS and lived up to it’s name as a cold front came 
thru and temperature went to the 50’s with 25 mph + winds on Thursday and Saturday and in the low 40’s at night. 
Those attending were the Hilger’s, Cleaveland’s, Limper’s, Failer’s, Tennyson’s, Buggeln’s, Hendrick’s, and Ivalee 
Vanderhoff. The Newport’s drove in on Friday and we had the Gary Dennett’s and Travis Hoover on Saturday as 
guests.  A good time was shared by all with both eating at in D’Marios and China Grill in Cheney as well as meals 
shared by all.  WE went to the Lake Afton Observatory Friday evening and Souter’s Museum on Saturday afternoon 
(well worth the time) . Games were played daily and alot of laughter.  It was decided by the group that due to lack of 
participation and closeness to Spring State this would be the last Spring Thaw.  We closed on Sunday morning with a 
worship service and then clean up. Leaving the building a lot cleaner than we found it.  It was a great time.      
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Camping Further Out: 
District One and the Mustangs Chapter lost another really good friend and camper.  Jim Wright, 85, passed away 
suddenly March 22, 2024 at his home.  He is survived by wife, Judy Glasgow, daughters, Janet (Chris) Shaw and Jo-
anna (Jon) Brady, son, Jamie Wright and Step Children, Brad Reynolds & Bethany Fritzson and families.  The Cele-
bration of Life was held Wednesday, April 3, 2024 at the Kansas Avenue United Methodist Church, Topeka, KS.  
The complete obituary can be found at  www.dovetopeka.com. You can also sign the Guest Book at that address.  
Judy and Jim have been Presidents of the Mustang Camping Club for several years, were active in the District One 
activities and the FCRV Dinner Groups.  Thoughts and prayers go out to their family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From the Duster’s Chapter:  “Verne Ratcliff, 82 yrs old, passed away Saturday, April 20, 2024 at the Via Christi Vil-
lage Nursing Home in Manhattan.  His wife, Patricia preceded him in death on May 7, 2013.  He is survived by three 
daughters, Machelle, Crystal and Staci and son, Bill and their families.  His Visitation was Tuesday, April 23, 2024 
at the Chapel Oaks Funeral Home, Onaga, and the Funeral was Wednesday, April 24, at the First Congregational 
Church, Onaga.  Verne worked for the Union Pacific Railroad thirty years.  After retiring from the railroad, he drove 
a school bus for the Onaga school for twenty years and was a Foster Grandparent with NEKCAP for ten years.  He 
also was a volunteer firefighter for the Onaga Fire Department for fifty years.  The complete obituary can be found at 
www.chapeloaksfuneralhome.com.”  Verne & Pat were FCRV Field Directors for over thirty years and he continued 
on after Pat passed away.  He was proud of that position and of the Dusters Chapter.  He sent in the last Chapter 
Monthly Report about November, 2023.  He loved attending Campouts, i.e. Campventions, State and District Cam-
pouts.  At the Campvention in 2019 in Hutchinson he was so tickled to be able to drive his pickup in the noise parade 
and laughed the entire route (I think he went around at least 3 times.)  He fought a long hard battle with loss of one 
eye, diabetes and was on dialysis for some time.  He will be sadly missed and our thoughts and prayers continue to 
be with his family. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kansas FCRV Care Notes – April 24, 2024  

It has been many months since I sent out the Care Notes and I apologize for that.  Life certainly has happened in our 
family as it has in many other families.  We hope those that are able to camp have been out this Spring or getting 
ready to go camping.  I wanted to share the following information: 

We wish safe travels and good camping for all of you this summer.. 

We’re sure there are others that we need to keep in our thoughts and prayers.  Don’t hesitate to let us know so we can 
share with our camping friends.  Staying in touch is one way to help keep our organization a little stronger.  Please 
pass the above information on to those that might not have received the Care Notes.  Sometimes the Care Notes end 
up in your SPAM file (cyber gremlins) – so check your SPAM folder often.  Thanks!     Good Health and Safe Trav-
els and we’re looking forward to seeing you “down the road”!                      

Linda Smith, Kansas Care Notes,  E-mail:  smithmemos@gmail.com or SMITHGANDL@aol.com 
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Picture taken at the Wolf Creek Group Site Oct. 25, 2022 

 

CAMPIN’ IN THE WOODS “AGAIN” 
 

FCRV District One Campout - June 14-16, 2024 
 at  

Wolf Creek Group Site 
Pomona Lake, Pomona, KS 

 
We invite you to come camp with us for a relaxing and fun filled weekend! 

We have 23 sites available at the Group Site** (All sites have 30/50 amp electricity and water hookup.)    We suggest 
you make your reservation early.    

Pre-Registration/Camping Fee $25 for the weekend  

(non-refundable unless campout is cancelled). 

**(If we reach capacity, campers can camp in Areas A, C or D – these details will be worked out with any campers in 
that group well in advance of the campout.) 

The Activity Fee of $10.00 per family will be collected on arrival, includes both campers and drive-ins, to help defray 
campout expenses.  We’d like for each family to bring a door prize. 

Be watching for more details about activities, meals, games, etc..  We invite you to bring along friends and family that like to 
camp. 

Pre-Registration  $25.00  Make checks payable and mail to:   Vern Failor, 5201 S W 27th St., Topeka, KS 
66614.  On the Memo line write FCRV District One Campout. 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

Date _____________   Name_____________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________ST__________Zip_________ 

Phone _______________ Email ________________________ Amount enclosed ______  

Special Needs _________   Number of Adults _______ Youth _______ Teens ______  

 Several have expressed an interest in coming in on Thursday night, June 13th.  The fee for that night will be $15.00 payable at 
campout:  We are planning to come in on Thursday night   ______  Yes   ______ No. 
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 Joke:  
What do you call cheese that does not belong to you? Nacho cheese. 
 
Worth Pondering:  
"A man's got to believe in something. I believe I'll have another drink." -- W.C. Fields 
 
Buy/Sell Section: (Members Only) (Camping items only) 
 
Snowbird Section: 
Items happening at your RV park during the Winter. 



Space Available 
Contact Vern Failor 



 

WANT TO BE A KCA MEMBER?  
This publication is published by the Kansas Campers Association (KCA). We are a group of campers from 
across the state of Kansas that love to camp.  KCA is the state of Kansas organization that is a part of 
FCRV (Family Campers and RVers. Listed in this publication are upcoming camping events across the 
state of Kansas. Come and join us, or feel free to give any of the officers on the front page a call for more 
information.   To be a member you must be a part of FCRV at $35 per year and then you may join KCA for 
$10. If there is a local club that you would like to be a part of they generally have a membership fee of $5 
per person.  
 We have two state meets a year and most of the clubs camp one or two weeks a month. Look to www. 
fcrv.org for information on national organization.  See application below for KCA. 
 
Kansas Camper Association 
    Name _____________________________ 
 
    Address ___________________________ 
 
    City ______________  State ___________Zip____________ 
 
    Email Address ______________________  
 
    Home Phone ________________________ 
 

    Cell Phone __________________________ 
 
Please remit with $10 to  
Vern Failor 
KCA Treasurer 
5201 SW 27th ST 
Topeka, KS 66614-1633 



Page for all ages. You can color and then cut out picture. 



National Campers & Hikers Assn. DBA FCRV 
Kansas Campers Association 
c/o Editor 
4769 N Portwest St 
Wichita, KS 67204-2424 


