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MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARIES 
Congratulations to the Indiana FCRV Members 
who are celebrating anniversaries of their member-
ship!  Thank you for being members of our family! 
 

Petsy Thatcher       50 years 

Della Cloyd          45 years 

Scott/Doris Gries       25 years 

Dennis/Cindy James     25 years 

Misty Stuckwisch      15 years 

Genea Eisert (Greenlee)   15 years 

For more photo memories from the 2022 Fall Invitational:  https://photos.app.goo.gl/B9RYsV2EFFoE38wA8 
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   The Fall Invitational at Amishville was a really 
good time.  If you didn't get enough to eat, that was 
your own fault.  The trustees did a wonderful job 
hosting and feeding everyone.  It was great to see 
many of our Michigan campers joining us also. Even 
if your camper/truck breaks down, just come "crash" 
with someone else! 
   After Amishville, Ed and I attended the work week-
end for Campvention 2023 at the Wayne County Fair-
grounds in Richmond.  The workers attending got to 
see all the buildings and many of the activities loca-
tions have been determined.  The 2 huge building are 
wonderful.  Both are air conditioned and did I say 
HUGE.  The grounds are very nice.  You may want to 
bring a leveling board (which you should have in your 
camper anyway) and a Y and maybe extra hose for the 
water.   
   I want to thank everyone in Indiana that has stepped 
up to volunteer for a position at Richmond.  It takes a 
village to host Campvention and we have a great vil-
lage (with only a few village idiots, just kidding)!! 
   Other Campvention information:  The last t-shirt 
order (Great Lakes and Campvention) is due to Con-
nie Black by 1/30/2023.  The parade theme will be 
"Great Lakes Rose Bowl".  Parking will be straight 
hobo, which means you will be parked as you ar-
rive.  There is a staging area across from the fair-
grounds with electricity if you arrive after parking 
closes or wish to wait for other campers to camp 
with.  Campers with no facilities will be parked close 
to restrooms.  As of that meeting there were 31 units 
registered with 2 extra families (9 of the 31 are first 
timers). 

See STATE DIRECTOR (Continued on page 4) 

Hello,  
   I would like to thank my trustees for helping to put 
on a successful Fall Invitational.  All members that 
attended didn't go away hungry.   
   We showed what kind of a camping family were 
are by inviting Eli to join our festivities.  He is a 
young man camping on his own throughout the Unit-
ed States. We offered him popcorn that evening and 
he joined us for breakfast Sunday morning.  He was 
interesting to talk to and we enjoyed his short over-
night visit.  We passed his name and information on 
to Pat at the National office as he was from New 
York.   
   Hopefully you all survived Halloween with all the 
ghosts, ghouls and goblins; and I hope you all re-
ceived more treats than tricks.  Which moves us on 
to our next holiday, Thanksgiving.   
   Things to be thankful for; new slate of officers to 
guide us through the next 3 years.  A full camping 
schedule starting with the spring, April 21-22-23 at 
Wayne County Fairgrounds in Richmond.  The sum-
mer campout, August 11-12-13 with grounds to be 
determined.  Fall Invitational Sept 29-30, Oct 1 at 
Amishville Campground in Geneva. And another 
item to be thankful for is all the worker/volunteers 
that have stepped up to work at Campvention 2023 
in Richmond. 
   So when visiting with your family and friends over 
Thanksgiving, try not to stuff yourself like a tur-
key!   
Save travels to all the snowbirds, 
Until next Chatter.. 
   Ed Shaneyfelt. 
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Indiana State Association FCRV 

Ronald McDonald House  
And Riley Hospital 

Collec�ons Coordinator 
C.A.M.P. Lady 

Patti Thieme 

Patti Thieme 

CHAPLAIN’S  

CORNER 
By Harlan Nigh 
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Hi there, 
   This is hoping that everyone had a HAPPY HAL-
LOWEEN and did not get too much candy.   
   Now I hope that everyone has a Happy Thanksgiv-
ing and enjoys the fellowship with your family.  
   As for the retiree campout, there was a good time 
had by all.  
   We went out to eat on Wednesday night at Kuhn's 
Den, and then went back to the campers to enjoy our 
heat. 
   We got up to eat sausage and egg sandwiches made 
by Ron Cohee and Mark Shaneyfelt to start the day 
on Thursday.  Later that day those who wanted to go  
made a field trip to Troyer's market. Other's went on 
their own adventures and did some sightseeing in the 
area.  
   Thursday night a meal was provided of ham, baked 
beans, macaroni and cheese, and fried potatoes.  Af-
ter supper we had homemade ice cream, which Mark 
Shaneyfelt and Deena Felver cranked hard to make, 
there were a lot of different cake options to choose 
from as well.  We celebrated Mark Shaneyfelt’s 80th 
and Diane Jones’ (Michigan) birthdays.  
   Then we had our meeting, during which we elected 
new officers. Our new officers are: 
 Ron Cohee (President)    
 Mike Rausch (Vice President) 
 Marilyn Rausch (Secretary) 
 Patti Thieme (Treasurer) 
  
   On Friday breakfast was provided again and we 
just enjoyed each others’ company and waited for the 
rest of FCRV to arrive to start the Fall Invitational. 
 

   Patti Thieme 

Hi again, 
   I would like to thank everyone who brought caps, 
tabs and anything else that was donated for Riley 
Hospital. 
 We had a good turn out for the walk up the  
hill to get popcorn.   
   And last but not least I would like to Thank the  
state for the donation for Riley Hospital!  
 

Patti Thieme 

Hello Camp Family, 
   As October closes and the children collect candy, 
the camping season comes to a close for most of the 
area.  
   Time to winterize, repair, improve the rigs. Now 
we enter the season of giving thanks, and preparing 
for the Christmas Season. Time with family and in-
door fires (for those of us with fireplaces.)  
    So for now, lets think of fun activities for our com-
ing year.  
 

    Until we meet by the � campfires again. God 
Bless Y'all � 
    Harlan Nigh ✝� � �  

   On a serious note, Nationals is looking for 3 posi-
tions to be filled for the election 2023.  The nominat-
ing committee is looking to fill:  Vice President of 
Planning & Development, Comptroller and Vice 
President Operations.  If you know of anyone inter-
ested, or if you are interested yourself, please let me 
know and I will put you in touch with the persons on 
the nominating committee.   
   It is a long time until the Spring campout! 
 

   Until we all meet up again,  
   Angie Shaneyfelt 
 

STATE DIRECTOR (Continued from page 2) 
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For more photo memories from the 2022 Retiree Rally:   

https://photos.app.goo.gl/UVzgYZB2XBUoVZX56 
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DASAT MOMENT 
By Marilyn Rausch 

The Hoosier Chatter                                                                                                        November 2022 

   It doesn’t seem like it should be this way, but 
Thanksgiving is the official start of one of the most 
stressful times of the year.  At the same time, studies 
have shown that one tool to reduce stress is GRATI-
TUDE.   
   Why would that be?  Gratitude, a “state of thank-
fulness,” can build emotional resilience, fight nega-
tive ruminations and pessimistic thoughts, and help 
us to stay grounded, even in harsh situations.  It helps 
us to identify and focus on solutions rather than prob-
lems, and can even regulate our metabolic function-
ing and control hormonal imbalances.   
   There are two critical chemicals in our brains 
(serotonin and dopamine) that are responsible for our 
emotional well-being.  They enhance our mood and 
help build inner strength to combat stress.  By con-
sciously practicing gratitude every day, we can help 
strengthen the release of these chemicals.   
   For some people, gratitude seems to come natural-
ly.  But like any skill, it takes practice to cultivate 
and make it flow! 
   Here are some suggestion on how to stay grateful 
on a regular basis: 
 Keep a “gratitude journal.” 

Take 5 minutes every night to think about one 
thing you are thankful for and write it in a note-
book.  Share your notes with someone, focus-
ing on the positive.  Reread your journal often, 
“lest you forget.” 

 Say “thank you.” 

Once a month, send someone a thank you note 
for something specific or for just being a 
friend.  Occasionally write one to yourself! If 
you don’t have time to write, at least mentally 
thank someone, recognizing the gift that they 
are in your life.  

 Appreciate the little things in life.  
Focus on the positive interactions that you have 
with others.  These don’t have to be dramatic.  
A smile, a kind act from or for another person, 
opening a door or helping someone carry a 
heavy load, a small donation to the “little red 
bucket” or to some cause that helps oth-
ers...these are things that can give you that pos-
itive burst of gratitude. 

 Forget the material things you don’t have or need. 
It is said that the richest people are not those 
who have the most but those who need the 
least.  Advertisers and social media try to con-
vince us that we can be happy if we only had 
this or that thing.  Unfortunately, that is not the 
case...things are never enough, and the satisfac-
tion of accumulating “stuff” quickly passes.  

Consider what is most important in your life… 

 Identify and combat stress before it overcomes 
you! 

We can’t always control the things that create 
stress in our lives.  There are early physical 
warning signs:  irritability, loss of focus, mus-
cle tension, emotional lability.  Teach yourself 
to see these for what they are.  Stop what you 
are doing.  Close your eyes and breathe deeply.  
Put your mind in control again (that is what 
“counting to ten” helps do). Think of one or 
two things that you are grateful for.  Put the 
current stress in perspective. 

 Exercise regularly.   
Yes, for some, the thought of exercise is a 
stressor in itself.  But it has been proven that 
working out not only helps improve your phys-
ical health, but also supports your mental well 
being.  Everyone can exercise at some level, 
even if it is doing stretches while sitting in a 
chair or “chair aerobics.”  (There is a plethora 
of videos on YouTube to help get started.)  Not 
only does exercise give you a break from other 
stressful activities, but it supports those stress-

relieving chemicals we spoke of before! 
 Meditate. 

Meditation is a time of quieting the mind and 
body and removing negative thoughts and im-
pulses. For those who have a spiritual base in 
their lives, meditation can be in the form of 
quiet prayer.  For some it may take the form of 
listening to quiet music, focusing on a candle 
or on nature, doing yoga.   
 

   When it comes to stress and gratitude, we have a 
choice.  We can be the victims of our busy lives, let-
ting our circumstances and our minds overwhelm us.  
Or we can take charge of how we respond to those 
circumstances by focusing on the positive aspects of 
life.  This does not mean we become “Pollyanna” and 
ignore the reality around us.  Nor does it mean that 
we need to face life’s challenges on our own.  In fact, 
it is through our relationships that we become 
strengthened and anchored.  For many of us, that 
strength and anchor comes from our spiritual faith in 
a personal God on whom we can lean for support.  
For others, that anchor may be within family and 
friends.  For all of us it is based on the awareness of 
all in our lives for which we can be grateful. 
 

   If we focus on these thoughts, perhaps Thanksgiv-
ing Day would be the start of a season not of stress 
but of true Gratitude. 
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   We invite any chapters who have planned their upcoming campouts and would like to invite others to join 
them to list them here in the CHATTER.  Likewise, if you are looking to camp with friends (or people who 
will become friends), check out these listings!  
   We also welcome any reports and/or photos from your campouts.  What a better way to advertise the heart of 
Indiana’s Family Campers and RVers???   
   Contact the Editor at hoosierchatter@hotmail.com. 
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SWEDISH NUT CAKE 
 

INGREDIENTS 
For Cake: 
 2 eggs      1 tsp. vanilla 

 2 c. all-purpose flour 2/3 c. chopped nuts 

 2 c. granulated sugar 20 oz can crushed 

 1 1/2 tsp baking soda  pineapple with juice. 
 

For Frosting: 
 8 oz. cream cheese, room temp. 
 1/2 c butter, room temp. 
 2 c. powdered sugar 
 2 tsp. vanilla 

 

For Topping: 
2/3 c. chopped nuts. 
 

PREPARATION: 
 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
 Mix cake batter ingredients together by hand and 

pour into a 9x13 baking dish. 
 Bake 30-35 minutes (inserted toothpick comes 

out clean) 
 Beat together butter and cream cheese for the 

frosting.  Add powdered sugar and beat until 
smooth. 

 Spread frosting over cooled cake and top with 
nuts. 

PECAN PIE BARK 
 

INGREDIENTS: 
 13 Graham crackers   

 1 cup unsalted butter 
 2 cups pecan halves, roughly chopped 

 1/4 teaspoon salt 
 1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
 

 

PREPARATION: 
 Preheat oven to 350 degrees F.  Line a rimmed 

sheet pan with aluminum foil or parchment paper. 
 Lightly grease the foil or paper with butter.   

Cover the sheet with graham crackers, breaking 
them when necessary to make them fit. 

 Combine butter, brown sugar, peacans and salt in 
a medium saucepan over medium heat.  Bring to 
a boil and let cook 2 minutes, stirring constantly. 

 Remove from heat and stir in vanilla.  Immedi-
ately pour hot mixture over crackers and spread 
mixture to the edges of the pan using a spatula.  
Make sure pecans are evenly distributed and the 
crackers are covered. 

 Bake until bubbly, about 10 minutes.  (they do 
burn easily) 

 Allow to cool completely and then break into 
pieces.  Enjoy!! 
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INDIANA STATE ASSOCIATION 
FCRV/NCHA 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
FALL INVITATIONAL CAMPOUT 

OCT.1, 2022 

AMISHVILLE CAMPGROUND U.S.A. GENEVA, INDIANA 

  
CALL TO ORDER:  
The meeting was called to order by President Ed Shaneyfelt at 8:10p.m. A quorum was present.  The Pledge of 
Allegiance was led by Paige Longberry, and prayer was given by Harlen Nigh. 
  
INTRODUCTIONS:   
All members present introduced themselves.  
  
MINUTES:  
A motion to approve the minutes from the previous campout was made by the Past President and seconded by 
108. Motion carried.   
  
TREASURER’S REPORT:  
 Motion to accept was made by the Sect. and seconded by Vice President.  Motion carried.  
  
OLD BUSINESS:  
 The INDIANA Facebook page was corrected so all members can post on the page.  Thanks to Ron Cohee, 

Angie Shaneyfelt and Misty Stuckwisch.  
 The Spring camp out was enjoyed by all and the profit from the camp out was donated to the K-9 unit that 

came out to the camp out and gave us a demonstration.  
 The Summer camp out was enjoyed by all. The $50.00 profit was turned over to the State Association.   
There was no other unfinished business.  
 

INSTALLATION OF THE NEW STATE ASSOCIATION OFFICERS: 
  Ed Shaneyfelt- President 
  Brad and Stacy Davis- Vice President  
  Deena and Carl Felver- Secretary  
  Scott and Val Semper -Treasurer  
  Ron and Pat Cohee -Northern Rep. 
  James Simmons -Southern Rep  
  Rick and Christina Lucas -Past President  

 

The Committee Chairmen will stay the same, if anyone wants to be the adult game chairman let Ed know.  
 

NATIONAL NEWS: 
STATE DIRECTOR:  Angie reported that the campvention is in Richmond, Indiana, in 2023. Dates are July 
9th thru 14th 2023, with early days being July 6th and 7th. She also said that if we mail in the registration form 
and pay before Dec. 31, 2022, the cost will be $310.00 after that date it will be $335.00.  Angie commented 
there are order forms in the Chatter for campvention t-shirts. She also noted that  since our region is putting on 
the nationals next year there will not be a regional in 2023. 
 

Angie mentioned that Misty is to be checking into Bill Monroe’s for a conservation/clean up weekend since 
they are a commercial member.  
Angie passed out the membership anniversary awards as follows: 
                                  Gena Ison    15 years 

                                  Misty Stuckwisch 15 years 

                                  Dennis and Cindy James 25 years  
                                  Bo and Doris Gries 25 years 

                                  Della Cloyd   45 years  
                                  Petsy Thacker  50 years  
 
CAMPVENTION DIRECTOR: 
The 2024 campvention is going to be held in New York. Ed stressed that everyone should try to attend Rich-
mond since our region is hosting.  



9  

 

The Hoosier Chatter                                                                                                        November  2022 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:  
 

C.A.M.P., TABS, RILEY, and RETIREES:  
Patti Thieme reported:  
 The camp walk was Saturday evening and the group walked to the top of the hill to get popcorn or caramel 

corn made by the campground.   
 Thanks for all the tabs and caps that everyone has donated. We did find out that the plant that makes the 

recycle benches was bought out by someone else and is still going to make benches, so keep saving caps. 
 Riley report; thanks for the items that were donated. The items will either be donated to Riley at Indy or 

Lutheran hospital in Fort Wayne.    
 The Retirees had a good time with 21 people attending. We went out to eat, made homemade ice cream and 

celebrated birthdays.  
 

CHATTER, PHOTOGRAGPHER:  
Reported by Marilyn Rausch:  The chatter has only 1 person that receives it by mail and that all articles are due 
by the 28th of the month. Marilyn reported that she is behind in getting pictures uploaded to the website, she is 
going to work on that this week.   
 

CHAPLAIN:  Harlen Nigh said he had nothing to report. 
 

YOUTH/TEENS and CONSERVATION:   
 We had 1 teen and 2 youth that attended the camp out.   
 Misty said she will call Bill Monroe’s Campground this week to see about doing the clean up camp out and 

if we help may get a night free.  
 

MEMBERSHIP:  Denise said that she is contacting different places online and in person and getting no feed-
back from anyone.  
 

BUDGET/AUDIT:  Mike said that after the audit the records balanced.  
 
NEW BUSINESS:  
  Ed Thanked the trustees for putting on a great camp out. We had 19 units with 4 second families and 4 

units from Michigan that enjoyed the fun.  
 The campout dates have been set for next year:  
 Spring April 21-23, 2023 @ Richmond Indiana hosted by Ed and Angie Shaneyfelt. It falls the same week-

end and location as the Campvention work weekend. 191 made motion to accept and northern rep 2nd. Mo-
tion carried. 

 Summer is Aug 11th thru 13th 2023 @ Terre Haute Indiana hosted by Marilyn/retirees. Grounds are to be 
determined by Thanksgiving.  200 made motion to accept and 108 2nd. Motion carried.  

 Fall invitational will be Sept. 29th thru Oct 1st2023@Amishville Geneva Indiana. The retiree’s will arrive 
on Sept 27th, 2023. Past President made motion to accept and 2nd by 197. Motion carried. It was also said 
that if you wanted same site to let Deena know, and she will let campground know to reserve the sites for 
next year.   

Denise asked if we could put the weekend schedules of upcoming campouts in the chatter, so we know what to 
expect at the camp outs.   
 

There were no donations or raffles and no other new business.  
 

The treasurer made a motion to adjourn the meeting and 191 2nd. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 
8:46p.m. 
 

Submitted by 

Carl & Deena Felver 
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These shirts will be the “worker shirts” at the 2023 Campvention, hosted by OUR REGION in Richmond, In-
diana.  The Shirts will also be our REGION SHIRTS  to be worn for various Region functions. 

LAST ORDER DEADLINE JANUARY 30, 2023!!! 
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LAST ORDER DEADLINE JANUARY 30, 2023!!! 
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In addition to the Official Great Lakes Region Shirts that will be our “uniform” for the 2023 Campvention in  
Richmond, Indiana, the Campvention team is also providing the opportunity to get “Cardinal Red” shirts with 
the official Campvention 2023 Logo.  LAST ORDER DEADLINE JANUARY 30, 2023!!! 
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LAST ORDER DEADLINE JANUARY 30, 2023!!! 
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International Events 
 
 
 

Retiree Rally 2023 
“The Nutty Campers” 

National Peanut Festival Fairground 

Dothan, Alabama 

March 24-27, 2023 

(Early Bird March 24-27, 2023) 
https://fcrv.org/retiree-rally-2023/ 

 
 

Campvention 2023 
“A Rose by any other name 

Is FCRV” 
Richmond, Indiana 

July 9-15, 2023 

(Early Bird July 7-8, 2023) 
https://fcrv.org/campvention-2023/ 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Indiana State Events 

 

2023  Indiana Spring Campout 
Wayne County Fairgrounds 

861 Salisbury Road 

Richmond, Indiana, 47374 

April 21-23, 2023 

Location of Campvention, 2023 

 

2023 Indiana Summer Campout 
Location TBA 

August 11-13, 2023 

 

2023  Indiana Retiree Rally 
Amishville Campground 

844 E 900 S 

Geneva, Indiana 

(260) 589-3536 

September 27-28, 2023 

 
2023 Indiana Fall Invitational 

Amishville Campground 

844 E 900 S 

Geneva, Indiana 

(260) 589-3536 

September  29-October 1, 2022 
 
 
 

Advertising Policy 
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advertisements at the rate of $5.00/
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advertisers and $3.00/column inch/
issue for personal advertisers.  
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available for multiple issue ads. 
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and RVers.   
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Hoosier Chatter does not imply 
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FCRV, the Indiana State 
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the Hoosier Chatter. 
   The deadline for ads and articles 
in the Hoosier Chatter is the 25th 
of the month preceding the issue 
month. 
   Further questions or information  
may be obtained by contacting the 
editor at  

hoosierchatter@hotmail.com  
317-925-0150. 
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