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     February is the month of the 
Ground Hog.  Did he see his shad-
ow?  If so there are 6 more weeks of 
winter.  I hope it was cloudy on Feb-
ruary 2nd!    Hope you have all stayed 
safe and warm.  Some of our mem-
bers are eagerly awaiting the coming 
camping season and some have con-

tinued to camp throughout the winter.  

     Thank you everyone for your prayer support for 
our family.  Heather is improving and working to 
meet all the requirements to be able to receive a trans-
plant when a new organ becomes available.  

Staff Changes  

There have been a few changes on the Executive 
Board recently.  Margaret and Bill Alderman resigned 
as Virginia State Director after serving in that posi-
tion for 6 years.  Currently a search is underway to 
find the next Virginia State Director.  Harold Braley 
stepped down from the Ohio State Director position.  
Harold has been the Ohio State Director since 2017.  
While a search is made for a new Ohio Director Dave 
Hennie is the Acting Director.  Please let Sue From-
holzer, Vice President Operations if you or anyone 
you know is interested in either of the positions.  Sue 
is also looking for a person for the Region 5 Regional 
Director position.  

     We are still seeking people for several positions to 
handle the work of FCRV.  A Youth Director to man-
age the national program for youth is needed.  George 
Walters, Vice President Programs is the contact for 
this position.  Additionally, a Marketing & Advertis-
ing Director is needed.  The qualified person for this 
position will help FCRV stay front of mind for camp-
ers.  Matt Mantia, Vice President Planning & Devel-

opment is who to contact for this positionΦ  

Election  

     Please look for the election article in this issue for 
information on the election process.  President, Vice 
President Programs, and Recording & Corresponding 
Officer are the positions up for election.  Ballots for 
the election will be sent out in March.  Platforms and 
bios of the candidates will be in March ñCamping 

Todayò.  

Scholarship  

     This is the time to be working on your scholarship 
application.  Contact Carl & Lynda Wood, Scholar-
ship Director (fcrvscholarship2014@gmail.com) for 
the necessary forms.  Carl & Lynda will also be glad 
to inform you of the deadlines for submissions. 

 Awards  

     It is an annual tradition for us to recognize out-
standing volunteers at campvention.  Sue Carlsen, 
Recording/Corresponding Officer is our awards coor-
dinator.  She will make a call for nominations soon.  
Consider nominating someone for recognition.  The 
nominations must come from a member of field staff.  
If you are not a field staff member and know of 
someone who should receive recognition, please con-
tact your state/provincial director for assistance.  
Awards forms and more information are on fcrv.org.  

Brigden Ontario Campvention Registration 

     Campvention is being planned by the Canadian 
Region in Brigden Ontario from July 13 ï 17.  Camy 
Hicks, Lynn Acre, and Lorne Douglas are leading the 
team making the plans for a great week.  

An attempt was made to set up an account to make it 
possible for our members to register and pay for 
campvention using a credit card.  For the Canadian 
Campvention this has proved to be impossible.  Sor-
ry.  Please follow these procedures to register for the 
Brigden campvention.  Even though initially we did 
not allow you to write a check to pay for campvention 
due to the exchange, we now have a process to allow 
us to take your check.  Please be sure to include the 
registration form which can be printed fromñCamping 
Todayò or be found on the website fcrv.org then click 
the campvention tab.  The registration fees have been 
converted to US funds and are as follows: Campven-
tion registration fee is $255:  golf cart registration fee 
is $275; and the extra family fee is $155.  All of these 
are US dollars.  PLEASE INCLUDE ALL APPLI-
CABLE REGISTRATION FEES IN ONE CHECK.  

 

               (Cont-4) 
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Write your check payable to 2020 FCRV Campvention and mail to  
Marilyn Rosenburger, 1505 Ottawa Street N, Apt #511, Kitchener, ONT  N2A 0E8  

Additional Camping Opportunities 

     Within this magazine you will find information about the retiree rally in Dothan AL.  Tommy and Gail 
Nelson and their team are planning a fun week starting on March 23rd.  Be sure to read the articles about the 
rally elsewhere in this issue.   

     Regional and state/provincial campout schedules are included on the website fcrv.org.  Check for a cam-
pout near you.  While the southern folks and snow birds are enjoying camping this time of the year, those re-
maining in the north are dreaming and planning for the start of the camping season.  The next campfire awaits 
us. 

Shari 

Come Camp With Us! 

FOR CAMPING & OUTDOOR 
LOVERS  

Tasty Clean  

     Keeping food sanitary while camping is almost 
impossible, but now you donôt have to worry! 
Tasty Clean is a great tasting, chemical-free, 
cleaning spray thatôs safe to ingest, clinically 
tested and Dentist approved. Simply spray the 
contaminated item, thereôs no need to wipe or 
rinse, let it air dry, then use. Tasty Clean relies 
on the power of apple cider vinegar, an ingredi-
ent thatôs been known for centuries to possess 
natural antibacterial properties.  

Beyond the Equator    

     For the yummiest on the go snack, use Beyond the 
Equatorôs 5 Seed Butter to make energy bites to fuel 

your body throughout the day. This 
spread is manufactured in a facility free 
from the top 8 allergens and contains 
absolutely no peanuts, tree nuts, or soy! 
The ingredients are simpleðseeds, 
brown cane sugar, salt, natural flavors, 
and natural Vitamin E. Sunflower seeds 
create a wonderful base butter while 

chia, flax, and pumpkin seeds add a nutritious super-
food punch and lend to a luscious creamy texture. 

 

Tummy Drops   

     Upset tummies are the last thing you want to deal 
with when camping or outdoors. Tummy Drops are 
an all-natural, healthy, medication-free way to relieve 

tummy troubles. Theyôre 
made with just four simple 
plant-based ingredients in-
cluding ginger and pepper-
mint. What sets this tasty 
remedy apart from other ñnaturalò tummy aids is its 
creator, a Board-Certified Gastrointestinal Physician, 

making Tummy Drops a trusted ǎƻǳǊŎŜ ƻŦ ǊŜƭƛŜŦΦ  

Ocean & Co. Stainless Steel Straws   

     Stainless steel drinking straws = 
camping necessity! Save the Ocean 
one drink at a time with Ocean & Co. 
Stainless Steel Drinking Straws! Each 
pack comes complete with an Ocean 
& Co Travel Bag, 2 stainless straws 
and a cleaner brush!  

.ƭƛǎǎƭƛƎƘǘǎ  

     BlissLights specializes in creating 
unique indoor and outdoor laser lights 
that are ideal for your camping trip!  

 

Humu Surf Beanie  

     Stay warm and look awesome! The 
Humu Surf Beanie is the perfect gift for 
your favorite surfer. Great for checking 
the surf at local chilly breaks, or put on 
after you get out of the water. Available 
in two beautiful colors, navy and 
SteelBlue. 

https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=G62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB6Vwowqib0eY0Igm6V9VAcm1jM5B-2FNQbhEp-2Bq5kJ1NIOhPdW4TDghEVqbRy-2F1UJBqno8NzJQWgxANjn73PECZp-2BhuJUoBHea5WgJsF7oTR1CEub-2B4JceTu1sTmHpdUSYjc1-2BLFOtTVmt4I9a5bxQwXRR08IXEbERqGW3KL0gO0rNc8AItem
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=G62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB7btI2NeLEFTP9VJVv1mXbp96Uf1KMUECzrOON6QItKPvlJu36FcFg1CiFB-2BJROUulYJglI-2Fa5se6AoV-2FqF0GrVLM-2BA02CoRSB0vaSfqN5RvNiqgCnHzVbk67-2B9Ie3VDuxwstqRoIlfHsGDW2-2FCcYjQgqF8-2FHHyx5oMCEmZnGAbatVEHo
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=G62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQBydLO64IHedoYsBYJzeNEOTl3bomRIa5rCtsz2fuojab_kFg-2FY5XoYxLyuRqFfuHuEyCFsyXN0jbH4b6PtKIACNZcaN7pd89q4CIGaJNHOYwp8w-2B7VefVcBRjecMR0Rx2B3QNaws8y-2FOz1ak1BLGrHmvzS2t0cbqH-2F-2BluNfQGr4nYaZRBYzeI
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=G62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQBydLO64IHedoYsBYJzeNEOTl3bomRIa5rCtsz2fuojab_kFg-2FY5XoYxLyuRqFfuHuEyCFsyXN0jbH4b6PtKIACNZcaN7pd89q4CIGaJNHOYwp8w-2B7VefVcBRjecMR0Rx2B3QNaws8y-2FOz1ak1BLGrHmvzS2t0cbqH-2F-2BluNfQGr4nYaZRBYzeI
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=G62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB4C8yhJVJ7ZFdluzkVcLeSjndKM-2F4Q4eNN2j5L8eoTW3bqKtBM9WH0EvaO2oxpcJIVqZJaonsiZUCBFti-2BSfP2AUKMAdW8drh4AuYVltJd0AlMW2Xv8frB0uAV4s7raBpneA5iKsj-2FhKxh0Cw99kbdqLHqS9QzrEFldvKZFDeLwk15pGMsOyP9EC8
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=G62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB4C8yhJVJ7ZFdluzkVcLeSjndKM-2F4Q4eNN2j5L8eoTW3bqKtBM9WH0EvaO2oxpcJIVqZJaonsiZUCBFti-2BSfP2AUKMAdW8drh4AuYVltJd0AlMW2Xv8frB0uAV4s7raBpneA5iKsj-2FhKxh0Cw99kbdqLHqS9QzrEFldvKZFDeLwk15pGMsOyP9EC8
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=G62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB4C8yhJVJ7ZFdluzkVcLeSjndKM-2F4Q4eNN2j5L8eoTW3bqKtBM9WH0EvaO2oxpcJIfcABv0NBtdSFHAV7zhKiNCAykbHnuCQeuNpPEYoxYP-2FG0dvGq3W0d1j0evP5WIUxQKdYruxzv-2FGC4nyF-2B2IUdPZ5-2FuunYb9wFfUZOeg0qY74n8-2Fv33
https://u7061146.ct.sendgrid.net/wf/click?upn=G62jSYfZdO-2F12d8lSllQB3XdqE39fmMFvRTdorfuCzzmHRLHG-2FAk7dlsuoVEa590W-2Fkt-2BgnfZpajzlsy69Ckt-2B41ymPudO5vsNkSkD66yjA-3D_kFg-2FY5XoYxLyuRqFfuHuEyCFsyXN0jbH4b6PtKIACNZcaN7pd89q4CIGaJNHOYwp8w-2B7VefVcBRjecMR0Rx2B3QN
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CALLING ALL RETIREES   
                                                                                                                             

by Ron & Reba Ray, National Retiree Directors 
 

     Now is the time to sign up for the 49th Internation-
al Retiree Rally in Dothan, Alabama. 

 

     Early days starts on March 20th.  With these days, 
you can visit the area. New Place, New Town, so 
Come On Down To Alabama, and have some fun. 

   
     They have 2 camper dealerships, RV Connection 
and Gander RV, who knows, you might be in for a 
new camper and this is a place to visit.  Dothan has 
all sorts of restaurants and shopping and recreation in 
the area, from buffets to BBQ to fast foods.  We will 
have information from the visitor center in order for 
you to find something to do for the early days.  There 
is a golf course nearby and also Fort Rucker is within 
driving distance for the veterans. 

 

     The rally will start on Tuesday March 24.  With 
the rally, you will have catered meals, hospitalities, 
games, king & queen contest and of course the ice 
cream social.  Tommy & Gayle Nelson will have a 
busy week for you planned, so again make your res-
ervation so we know how many to plan for. 

 

     If you donôt make reservations up front, come on 
in anyway, there will be plenty of room for everyone. 

 

     Hope to see everyone in March! 
 

 

KING & QUEEN 

 CANIDATES 

NEEDED  

     We are looking for many more contestants for In-
ternational FCRV Retiree King & Queen for the 

2020 rally at Dothan, Alabama.  Itôs not too late to 
get your application in.   

     All you need is to be selected as Retiree K & Q 
from your Province or State.  There doesnôt have to 
be a separate retiree chapter ï it can be just your 
province or state organization that selects you.   

     Next, contact us for an application form. Prepare a 
write-up about yourselves to submit to us and to pub-
lish in Camping Today (a picture to DeWayne would 
be good). Then decide on campaign handouts & plan 
your hospitality at the Rally.  

     You get to meet many new people and make new 
friends.  Other friends will help you prepare for your 
Hospitality (yum yum).  

      The couple selected as K & Q are expected to rep-
resent FCRV for the year and attend the next Retiree 
Rally to pass on the crowns to the next K & Q.  

     Call or email Ronald & Jo Hersom, K & Q Coor-
dinators, to get an application form and information 
about conducting your campaign.  This can include a 
300-word or less bio to DeWayne Johnston 
(d_johnston01@outlook.com) for inclusion into 
Camping Today. That should be done soon to meet 
printing deadlines for winter issues. 

     Enjoy yourselves, have fun and be part of the 
FCRV Retiree Rally. .Looking forward to hearing 
from you.  

Ronald & Jo Hersom, King & Queen Coordinators 
641-750-2774 (cell)     
400 E 18th St   Site 9  (until rally time) 
Weslaco, TX, 78596  

Rj50158@aol.com  

49TH FCRV INTERNATIONAL 

RETIREE RALLY 

NATIONAL PEANUT FAIRGROUNDS 

DOTHAN, ALABAMA 

EARLY DAYS: MARCH 20th ð 23rd 

RALLY DAYS: MARCH 24th ð 30th  

mailto:Rj50158@aol.com
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FOOD BANK & LAP ROBES  

by Ashley & Gloria Taylor, Food Bank Chairs  

     We are coming to you in asking for 
aid and support of the local food bank in 
Dothan, Alabama in March, 2020.  It 
would help them to be able to purchase 
more food with cash, but we will take all gifts.  Our 
FCRV family has always had an open heart to give to 
the area where we enjoy your rallies. 

     We are also asking for lap robes.  
Weôve been sharing lap robes with local 
nursing home/hospitals for several years 
at the Retiree Rally.  We look forward to 
receiving many this year in Dothan.  Your 

efforts are so appreciated. 

 

FLEA MARKET 
 VENDORS 
WANTED 

     March is just around the corner. It's time to con-
sider preparing for the annual Retirees Flea Market. 
Bring crafts you have created or white elephant items 
you have on hand. Join us with your items to sell or 
come look around for some great buys. Vendor spac-
es are free! 

Richard and Frances Jackson, Flea Market Chairs            
Fred Muckle, Flea Market Co-Chair 

 

CRAFT  

by Judy Elenburg 
 

     I'm looking forward to seeing every-
one in Dothan, AL in March.  I'm going to do a re-
peat of a craft we did a while back by request. We 
will be doing a t-shirt weave and/or a t- shirt fringe 
cutting and knitting.  You will need to bring a pair of 
scissors, ruler and a t-shirt. This usually shortens the 
t-shirt by 3 inches.  See you soon. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DOOR PRIZES  

 
by Pat Crow, Retiree Rally Door Prize Chair  

 

Itôs been fun to rhyme 
But now itôs time 

To pack up the camper 
To the rally weôll scamper 
But we will be wise  
And have our door prize 
Hope you will too 
See you in Dothan  

 
 

ALTERNATES  
COMMITTEE  

 
by Mary Burrus, Chair  

 
      The Alternates Committee is a group of members 
that help out at the Retirees Rally wherever needed, 
i.e. helping with games, crafts, assisting others at the 
catered meals, etc.  Serving on this Committee is an 
excellent way to meet others and have a good time, 
also.  If you would be interested in adding your name 
to our list, you may contact Mary Burrus, mfbur-
rus@ptmc.net, PH 336-339-6844. You may also sign 
up when you arrive at the Rally; however, if we have 
your name prior to arrival, it helps us with our plan-
ning.  Weôre looking forward to seeing you in 
Dothan, Alabama in March, 2020.  
 
 

FCRV RETIREE CHAPLAIN 
 REQUESTS INFO  

 
by Harold Braley  

 
     A memorial service is held on 
Thursday evening at the rally.  Members who have 
passed away since the last yearôs rally are listed in 
the bulletin.  Please send the names and state or prov-
ince to me at hbraley@outlook.com to be included in 
the memorial service.  In addition to the names being 
listed, the names are read with a brief silence after 
each. 

mailto:mfburrus@ptmc.net
mailto:mfburrus@ptmc.net
mailto:hbraley@outlook.com
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RETIREE CHOIR  

 by Kip Cushing, Retiree Rally Choir 
Director  

     It is that time again to remind 
all those interested to sign up for the choir at the Re-
tiree Rally.  I hope to make it a joyous and uplifting 
musical experience.  If you are a piano player and 
would like to get involved, be sure you let me know.   

     I would also like to take the choir members to a 
new level and become Minstrels for the talent show.  
Some of you may be familiar with the ñNew Christy 
Minstrelsò or the old ñHootenanny Showò where the 
groups showcased many popular Folk music songs.  
If we could find us a guitar player or two and maybe 
a banjo player, not to mention a fiddle player, we 
could light up that stage with more fun music.  Be-
cause of the many activities at the rally, Iôm not sure 
when we can practice; so if you are interested in this 
Folk music type of singing, try to let me know.  I 
have some music and could try and get some to you 
beforehand. 

     Iôm not sure how many songs George will let us 
sing, but if we get him involved, maybe we could get 
the stage longer? Eh?  And then if we get the audi-
ence to help us sing the chorus, and well, if we get 
them clapping to keep the beat, who knows what can 
happen!  I think we could stir up some real good feel-
ings and memories.     

 

VARIETY NIGHT SHOW  
TRADITION CONTINUES  

by George Walters, Chair  

     For the last several years it has 
been the tradition of the Retiree 
Rally to have a variety show after 
the very moving Memorial Ser-
vice. This has allowed us to tran-
sition from a fitting remembrance of FCRV members 
who have died since the last rally to a relaxing and 
fun evening that features our own homegrown talent. 

     The variety night lasts about 90 minutes, and we 
try to have 12-15 óactsô.  Individuals are allowed 5 
minutes, and group skits are allowed 10 minutes. We 
usually have several states and a couple of provinces 

represented in this variety night. 

     Sign-up will be during the first two days of regis-
tration, but now is the time to be thinking about 
something you, your chapter, state/province could 
perform to entertain us all. If you can sing, do recita-
tions, play an instrument, dance, do monologues ï
comic or serious-, or have a group skit, we hope 
youôll sign up. 

     Think about it, and weôll see you at registration. 

GAMES AT 
DOTHAN 

 RETIREE RALLY  

By Bill Alderman, Games Chair 
 

ñCome On Down and Play with Us!ò 

 

     Games, both scheduled and ñjust have funò are a 
significant part of the FCRV Rally.  Everyone can 
play, including those new to the game(s).  Weôll have 
Sign-Ups at Registration, but you can Just Show UP 
and you will play.    

     The First Afternoon, at 2:00 weôll have Frog Rac-
es, which is a lot of fun (and noise)   

     We have indoor games of Card Bin-
go  (where you might win a $1 gold 
coin), 3-13 cards, Chicken-Foot Domi-
nos, Skip-Bo Cards 

     The outdoor games are: Washer Toss, Bean Bag 
Toss, and Hillbilly (ladder) Golf. 

     Saturday morning, we have Bean-Bag Baseball 
with Teams of 9.  Anyone who can fling a small bean 
bag can play.  Almost everyone who attends the Ral-
ly will be involved: about 85 percent are on teams, 
others are Umpires and Score Keepers and a few 
handle Registration.  Bean-Bag players are loud 
(ñTrash-Talkingò is permitted and encouraged.)   

 

LINE DANCING  

by Marla & Matt Mantia  

    Line dancing  will be a single line dance lesson 
and then a  couples line dancing lesson this year.  We 
would like to try something new and see how it 
goes.  Marla will teach the single and Marla and Matt 
will teach the couples line dance. 
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NO Surrender Band  

 

 

 

 

 

     A high energy new country and older rock band will perform Friday night, March 27, at the FCRV Retiree 
Rally in Dothan, AL. 

     The original members have been together for the last ten years playing many venues in the southeast area. 

 

COVERED BRIDGES OF ALABAMA  

by Barb Turner, Retiree Rally Publicity Chair   

     Do you enjoy going back in time when covered bridges were common?  Are you going to the 2020 FCRV 
International Retiree Rally in Dothan, Alabama in March?  You can enjoy both as there are currently eleven 
historic covered bridges remaining in Alabama, six of which are at their original locations.   

     Covered bridge óaficionadosô know that there are authentic and non-
authentic covered bridges.  For the rest of us, we probably need an ex-
planation.  According to Wikipedia, an authentic covered bridge is óa 
timber-truss bridge with a roof, decking, and siding, which in most cov-
ered bridges creates an almost complete enclosure.  The purpose of the 
covering is to protect the wooden structural members from the weather.  
Uncovered wooden bridges typically have a lifespan of only 20 years 
because of the effects of rain and sun, but a covered bridge could last 
100 years.  Covered bridges made with stringers instead of traditional 
style trusses are considered non-authentic.ô 
 
     óTypically, covered bridges are structures with longitudinal timber-

trusses which form the bridge's backbone. Some were built as railway bridges, using very heavy timbers and 
doubled up lattice work.  Most bridges were built to cross streams, and the majority had just a single span. 
Virtually all contained a single lane. A few two-lane bridges were built, having a third, central truss.ô 

 

     Several different truss designs were used.  Patented in 
1817 is one of the most popular designs, the Burr Truss, 
where an arch bears the load.  It was interesting to learn 
that the early trusses were designed without any under-
standing of the engineering involved.  In 1847 American 
engineer Squire Whipple published the first correct analy-
sis of the way a load is carried through the truss.  He found 
he that he could build stronger bridges with fewer materi-
als.   

{ǿŀƴƴ /ƻǾŜǊŜŘ .ǊƛŘƎŜ  

.ǳǊǊ /ƻǾŜǊŜŘ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ¢Ǌǳǎǎ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truss_bridge
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Truss
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Span_(engineering)
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      The closest covered bridge to Dothan is Coheelee Creek Covered 
Bridge which is about 25 miles east of Dothané..in Blakely, Georgia!  
The bridge was built in 1883 by J.W. Baughman.  It has two 54 feet spans 
and rest on three abutments.  
 
     The Retiree Rally is now weeks away.  We hope to see you in Dothan, 
and we hope you might tour some covered bridges of Alabama.  The list of 
bridges can be found at https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
List_of_covered_bridges_in_Alabama. 
 

 

 
SCHEDULE HOSPITALITIES  

 
 

          Any State/Province or other group who wishes to provide a hospitality please contact Connie Skillings 
to schedule a time. Email her at  dcskillings@outlook.com   or phone 519-485-4209 or cell 226-456-4209 

/ƻƘŜŜƭŜŜ /ǊŜŜƪ .ǊƛŘƎŜ 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION  

     An attempt was made to set up an account to make it possible for our members to register 

and pay for campvention using a credit card.  For the Canadian Campvention this has proved 

to be impossible.  Sorry.  Please follow these procedures to register for the Brigden 

campvention.  Even though initially we did not allow you to write a check to pay for 

campvention due to the exchange, we now have a process to allow us to take your check.  

Please be sure to include the registration form which can be printed from ñCamping Todayò 

or be found on the website fcrv.org then click the campvention tab.  The registration fees 

have been converted to US funds and are as follows: Campvention registration fee is $255:  

golf cart registration fee is $275; and the extra family fee is $155 . FEES IN ONE CHECK. 

Write your check payable to 2020 FCRV Campvention and mail to  

Marilyn Rosenburger, 1505 Ottawa Street N, Apt #511, Kitchener, ONT  N2A 0E8  All of 

these are US dollars.  PLEASE INCLUDE ALL APPLICABLE REGISTRATIONS!  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_covered_bridges_in_Alabama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_covered_bridges_in_Alabama
mailto:dcskillings@outlook.com
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CHAPTER FOR 55 YEARS  

Sunflower / Buhler Ramblers of Kansas City area has 

been a chapter for 55 years. 

Barbara Mashak Photo 

 

NORTH CAROLINA 

 CARDINALS CHAPTER  

By Bill Stirewalt 

The North Carolina Cardinals Chapter recently cele-
brated their 50th anniversary. The car and trailer have 
been used on the cakes for each  year anniversary 
since 1970. (Itôs now a collectorôs item).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FLORIDA SNOWBIRD LUNCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INDIANA SHOW BOOTH 

 

 

 

Christopher and Denise Weiss with the  

FCRV show booth 

 

 

 

 

/ƘŀǊǘŜǊ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

a!w{I![[Ω{ /w9!¢Lhb{  

.ǳȅ C/w± aŜǊŎƘŀƴŘƛǎŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ 

ƘǧǇǎΥκκǎǘƻǊŜǎΦƛƴƪǎƻƊΦŎƻƳκŦŎψǊǾκ

ǎƘƻǇκƘƻƳŜ 

https://stores.inksoft.com/fc_rv/shop/home
https://stores.inksoft.com/fc_rv/shop/home
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THE BIG THUMPER  

 
.ȅ WƻŜ .ƻǎǿŜƭƭΣ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ 5!{!¢ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ  

 

     Thump, thump, thumpé.thump, thump...thump that continuous sound which is so important to each and 
every one of us. It occurs day in and day out, at times it slows down, and at other times is speeds up, yet, it 
continues thumping away, hour after hours, day after day, week after week, month after month, and of course, 
year after year. Have you guessed what this thumping is all about? It is your heart beat thumping away. You 
may not actually hear it but it is working for you all the time.  

     The month of February is National Heart Month. It was proclaimed on December 30, 1963 by 
President Johnson. He statedò I urge the people of the United States to give heed to the nation-
wide problem of the heart and blood vessels diseases, and to support the programs required to 
bring about its solution.ò The first American Heart Month was celebrated in February 1964.  

     During the month of February, consider making an appointment with your local physician and 
get a heart check-up. This could be the most important preventive medical appointment you have 
ever made. Let us explore this topic a bit further. ñA heart attack, is call a myocardial infraction, 
which occurs when a part of the heart muscle does not get enough blood.ò (2) Once this occurs, 
and the longer you go without treatment, damage occurs to the heart muscle.  ñCoronary artery 
disease (CAD) is the main cause of heart attacks.ò (2) Other causes, include sever spasms, or a 
sudden contraction of an artery which can stop the proper flow of blood to the heart.  

     As described by the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, here are the 5 major symptoms of a heart 
attack. 

o ñChest pain or discomfort. Most heart attacks involve discomfort in the center or left side of the chest that 
lasts for more than a few minutes or that goes away and comes back. This discomfort can feel like uncomfort-
able pressure, squeezing, fullness, or pain. (As one person described it, like an elephant sitting on your chest.) 

o ñFeeling weak, light-headed, or faint. You may also break out in a cold sweat. 

o ñPain or discomfort in the jaw, neck, or back.ò 

o ñPain or discomfort in one or both arms or shoulders.ò 

o ñShortness of breath. This often comes along with chest discomfort, but shortness of breath also can hap-
pen before chest discomfort.ò 

     Additional symptoms of a heart attack can include unusual or unexplained tiredness and nausea or vomit-
ing. These symptoms are more likely to occur in women verses men.ò(2) 

     If you have experienced any of the above listed symptoms Call 911, and seek medical help imme-

diately.  

     Here are some other things to remember, FAST, the signs and symptoms for a stroke. ñUse the letters in 
F.A.S.Tò to spot stroke signs and know exactly when to call 911ò (3) Thinks about it this way the ñFò stand 
for, Face Dropping, this occurs when one side of the face drops or is it numb. Can that person smile, or is the 
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smile uneven or lopsided? The ñAò in ñFASTò stand for Arm Weakness, is the arm weak or numb? To dig 
further, ask the person to raise both arms, if one drifts downward, seek medical attention. The ñSò in ñFASTò 

stands for speech. Is it slurred, or are you unable to understand what the person is saying. If necessary ask the 
person to repeat a simple sentence for you. If you are unable to understand what they have said, seek medical 
attention. Finally, the ñTò in ñFASTò stand for, time to call 911. The person to who you are attending needs a 

complete medical evaluation, and fast. (3) 

     The heart muscle is one of the most valuable muscles in your body. It works even when you do not realize 
it is working. In order to protect it you need to be aware of how it works and any deficiencies, so letôs, let that 
thumper work, smoothly everybody. The information here is only a brief summary of the symptoms of both a 
heart attack and symptoms for a stroke. If you find yourself having any of the symptoms as briefly described, 
seek medical attention at once do not delay, as it could mean the difference between your life and death.  
Thump, thump, thump, right along we go each and each and every day.  

     As we celebrate National Heart Month, remember the symbol for February is the Heart, so 
with that said, Happy Valentineôs Day to everyone.  

 

Source:  

1.Heart Attack and Stroke Symptoms/American Heart Association 
     http://www.heart.org/en.about-us/heart-attach-and-stroke-smptons 

 
2.Heart Attach / edc.gov 
    http://www.dec.gov/heartdiseast/heart_attack.htm 
 
3.Stroke Symptoms/American Stroke Association 
    http://www.stroke.org/en/about-stroke/stroke-symptons  
 
 

 
ELECTION REPORT  

 
Dave Ludwig  

Nominating Committee Chairman 
 

The following people have agreed to put their name in nomination for the open offices.   
 

President, Gerry Pfirsch of Montana and Jan Cushing from Wisconsin;  
Vice President of Programs, Loren Douglas of Ontario;  

Recording/Corresponding Officer, Beth Standiford of Missouri.   
 

The Biographies and Platforms of the candidates will appear in the March issue of ñCamping Todayò.   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ƳŀƪŜ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŜ bŀǝƻƴŀƭ hŶŎŜ Ƙŀǎ ȅƻǳǊ /hww9/¢ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎΦ  {ŜƴŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ŀǘ ŦŎǊǾƴŀǘϪǾŜǊƛȊƻƴΦƴŜǘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŜƳŀƛƭΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǳǇŎƻƳƛƴƎ ŜƭŜŎǝƻƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ōȅ 
ŜƭŜŎǘǊƻƴƛŎ ōŀƭƭƻǘ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƳŀƛƭΣ ǎƻ ŀŎŎǳǊŀŎȅ ƛǎ ŜǎǎŜƴπ
ǝŀƭΦ  ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ȅƻǳΗ 

http://www.heart.org/en.about-us/heart-attach-and-stroke-smptons
http://www.dec.gov/heartdiseast/heart_attack.htm
http://www.stroke.org/en/about-stroke/stroke-symptons
mailto:fcrvnat@verizon.net
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR PROPOSING TO LIMIT  
NATIONAL PARKS SENIOR DISCOUNT PROGRAM 

 
Committee's controversial plan would affect campground discounts and peak visiting 
times 

by Christina Ianzito, AARP, November 7, 2019  (Photo Getty Image) 

     A new proposal from a Department of the Interior committee suggests eliminating senior discounts for 
national parks ð which include 50 percent off at many campgrounds ð during peak visiting times. 
 

     The recommendation for ñthe introduction of new senior fee blackout periods during peak season periodsò 
is part of a group of proposals for modernizing the National Park Service (NPS) from the department's ñMade 
in Americaò Outdoor Recreation Advisory Committee, led by former Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke. The sug-
gestions, sent to current Interior Secretary David Bernhardt, also include removing some environmental re-
views on concessions development and allowing more private commerce, such as food truck sales and Ama-
zon deliveries, in the parks. 

      The national parks ð which drew 318 million visitors last year ð are extremely popular with older trav-
elers. While the NPS says it doesn't track visitorsô ages on a national scale, Yellowstone's 2016 Visitor Use 
Study, for example, found that 32 percent of its visitors were ages 52 to 70. 

     AARP has pushed back against the new proposal for limiting senior passes on certain days. ñOlder adults 
bought the lifetime pass and were told it was good every day of the year,ò says Bill Sweeney, senior vice 
president of government affairs at AARP. ñIt's unfair to change the terms of that pass after-the-fact.ò 

     Such opposition seems to have surprised the committee members: ñIf we'd known there'd be a big 
pushback to proposed blackouts on senior discounts, we might have dropped that off the list,ò said Derrick 
Crandall, vice chairman of the committee and a counselor with the nonprofit National Park Hospitality Asso-
ciation, according to the Los Angeles Times. ñAll we're saying is that it may not make sense on peak days like 
July 4 weekend to let seniors compete with a family with kids for a campsite,ò Crandall reportedly added. 

     The cost of the lifetime Senior Pass, available to U.S. citizens or permanent residents 62 and older, was 
raised from $10 to $80 in 2017. The NPS sold 148,000 lifetime passes in the federal fiscal year ending Sept. 
30, and 275,000 annual senior passes, which are $20 each (annual passes are $80 for younger visitors). You 
can also buy annual passes for specific parks, though there are no senior discounts for those; the $20 annual 
Senior Pass covering all National Parks would be less expensive. (In fact, that annual pass is less expensive 
than the regular entrance fee you'd pay for a one-day visit at many parks.) 

     While the vast majority of the NPS sites are already free, 112 of them ð including biggies such as Yo-
semite and Zion ð charge an entrance fee, typically between $5 and $35 (charges can be per person or per 
vehicle). 
 

     Park lovers without passes should keep in mind the five entrance-fee free days for all visitors in 2020 
(Nov. 11, 2019, is also a fee-free day): 
Monday, Jan. 20 ð Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Saturday, April 18 ð First Day of National Park Week/National Junior Ranger Day 
Tuesday, Aug. 25 ð National Park Service Birthday 
Saturday, Sept. 26 ð National Public Lands Day 
Wednesday, Nov. 11 ð Veterans Day 

https://www.aarp.org
https://www.aarp.org/travel/vacation-ideas/outdoors/info-2018/top-national-parks.html
https://www.aarp.org/travel/vacation-ideas/outdoors/info-2017/national-park-fees-fd.html
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REPORT: óNHTSAô ISSUES  

LATEST LIST OF   
RECALLS FOR RVS  

 
By: RVBusiness|Published on: Dec 30, 2019  

 
     The following is the latest list of RV recalls com-
piled by the National Highway Traffic Safety Asso-
ciation (NHTSA).  
 
¶ Forest River Inc. is recalling 941 2018-2020 Dy-
namax Isata motorhomes. The slim-rack slideout 
mechanisms may activate unintentionally, ex-
tending or retracting the slide room unexpected-
ly. 

¶ Oliver Travel Trailers Inc. is recalling 352 2017-
2019 Elite II travel trailers. The nuts and bolts 
that secure the brake drum to the axle shaft 
flange may not have been properly tightened. 

¶ MORryde International Inc. is recalling 219 2020 
Forest River Georgetown and FR3 motorhomes 
that they modified. The trailer hitch bolts may 
have been improperly tightened, which can cause 
the hitch bolts to loosen. 

¶ Forest River is recalling 194 2020 Georgetown 
and FR3 motorhomes. The trailer hitch bolts may 
not have been properly tightened, which can al-
low cause the hitch to detach from the chassis. 

¶ Triple E Recreational Vehicles is recalling six 
2020 Unity U24RL trailers. The propane tubing 
for the water heater may be routed too close to 
the tire tread possibly resulting in contact be-
tween the tire and the tubing. 

¶ Foretravel Inc. is recalling five 2020 Realm and 
iH45 vehicles built on a Spartan chassis. The 
brake relay valve may have an air flow re-
striction, which may result in an extended stop-
ping distance. As such, these vehicles fail to 
comply with the requirements of Federal Motor 
Vehicle Safety Standard (FMVSS) number 121, 
ñAir Brake Systems.ò 

 
 
 
 
 
 

TMC SEQUENCE IS AMONG 
CURBEDôS TOP 9 CAMPER VANS  

By: RVBusiness|Published on: Jan 8, 2020  

     Thor Motor Coachôs (TMC) recently launched 
Class B Sequence was recently recognized as one of 
nine best camper vans of 2019 by Curbed. 

 

     According to a press release, Curbed reported that 
Class B motorhomes ñare in hot demand from coast 
to coast.ò As advocates of great ways to live, Curbed 
follows innovations and trends in RVs, campers and 
trailers. 

 

     The TMC Sequence, 
named one of the ñTop 
Nine Best Camper Vans 
of 2019,ò offers clean 
design elements, an op-
tional Re(Li)able lithi-
um power system, an 
increase in storage ca-
pacity, and innovative 
sleeping accommoda-
tions. 

 

     Other features includes full windows to view the 
landscape, a Froli sleep cooling system and adjusta-
ble headrests. An exterior accessory package in-
cludes bike and roof racks, and patio awning while 
the Go Power! 190-watt solar charging system al-
lows for an additional energy source if boondocking. 
Winegard provides its ConnecT 2.0 4G/Wi-Fi system 
in the vehicle for anyone looking to get off the grid 
but need to stay connected. 

 

     Two floorplan layouts are available to satisfy all 
tastes and each contain European-inspired designs. 
The 20L also features dual twin beds, easily convert-
ing to a king bed along with a rear bathroom. The 
20K floorplan has the living room up front, with the 
wet bath and all kitchen amenities in the back. Seat 
belts on the driverôs side sofa allow passengers to 
ride along. 

 

     With its compact size, the Sequence Class B is 
mobile and maneuverable. In addition, slides and 
jacks are simple to operate while and ups are quick 
and easy. The B-van also offers improved gas mile-
age increases with the fuel-efficient RAM Promaster 
3500 window van chassis. 

     Visit www.thormotorcoach.com/sequence for the 
latest floorplan and features available. To read the 
full article, visit Curbed.com  

¢a/ /ƭŀǎǎ . ŎƻŀŎƘ ƻũŜǊǎ 

 ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊƛƻǊ 

https://rvbusiness.com/author/rvbus/
https://rvbusiness.com/author/rvbus/
https://www.thormotorcoach.com/sequence/
https://www.curbed.com/2019/12/27/21028901/best-rvs-camper-vans-2019
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MEET THE ALL-NEW  

HERO GRILL  

     Created by Athens, Georgia-based 
Fire & Flavor, the HERO Grill is 
about to change outdoor cooking. 
This environmentally friendly and 
highly portable premium grill is a 
perfect match for your readers.  
 

Why? Well, consider these key HERO features: 
 
¶ HERO 
¶ Grill is the worldôs first dishwasher safe grill 
¶  -- yes, the grill grid can go in the dishwasher for 
quick and easy clean up  

¶ HERO 
¶ Grill weighs just 9 pounds and includes 
¶ the grill, a single use charcoal pod, a multi-
function thermometer, a custom designed bam-
boo spatula, a food safe bamboo cutting board 
and a rugged, waterproof carry case -- super con-
venient carrying and storage ð all for $140 re-
tail. 

¶ HERO 
¶ Grill uses a self-contained, all natural charcoal 
pod 

¶ that is ready in 10 minutes and provides 60 
minutes of cooking time -- no more messy bags 
of charcoal and lighter fluid. Additional pods are 
available on our site and 

¶ !ƳŀȊƻƴ for $10  
 

     Hikers will find HEROôs porta-
bility a major bonus when they 
want an authentic grilled meal. 
Car campers will enjoy the instant 
lighting charcoal, easy clean up 
and convenient carry case. Tailgat-

ers will appreciate the non-stick ceramic coated grill-
ing surface that makes flipping burgers easy.  

     HEROôs user-focused engineering combines the 
reusable grilling grid with an all natural biodegrada-
ble single use charcoal pod made of cardboard, lava 
stones and pre-stacked charcoal briquettes. When 

youôre done grilling, pour water over the pod and add 
it to your compost pile. 

 HERO defines the new standard in on-the-go 
grilling.  

 

MERCEDES-BENZ INTROS 
óSMARTô CAMPER VAN AT EXPO  

 

By: RVBusiness|Published on: Jan 16, 2020  
 
     Mercedes-Benz debuted the Marco Polo camper 
van that can be controlled by a smartphone at the 
2020 Caravan, Motor, and Tourism exhibition in 
Germany. 
     Business Insider report-
ed that the system ð called 
the Mercedes-Benz Ad-
vanced Control (MBAC) 
interface ð can control dif-
ferent parts of the living 
areas, such as the lighting 
and heating. It will come 
standard on the Marco Polo 
van by spring 2020. 
     ñConnectivity is an important component of our 
product strategy which we have been intensively pur-
suing over the course of the past two years in the mo-
tor home segment,ò head of marketing and sales at 
Mercedes-Benz Vans Klaus Maier said in a state-
ment. 
     The MBAC is not the only new piece of technolo-
gy that will be integrated into the van: Marco Polo 
will also include a touchscreen in the cockpit that has 
similar functions to the MBAC.  And the automak-
erôs signature app ð the Mercedes me connect ð 
can also be paired with the Sprinter van for different 
uses, such as geofencing and GPS viewing. 
     ñWith this, we can offer camping fans a complete-
ly new level of comfort and live up to our aspiration 
of being the innovative leader in the segment,ò Maier 
continued. 
 
For the full story click here. 
 

https://www.businessinsider.com/mercedes-benzs-

marco-polo-a-campervan-controlled-from-an-app-
2020-1 

https://herogrill.fireandflavor.com/pages/hero-grill
https://www.amazon.com/Portable-Lightweight-Charcoal-Grilling-System/dp/B07WSFGQ5K/ref=sr_1_1?keywords=the+hero+grill+system&qid=1575040740&s=sporting-goods&sr=1-1-catcorr
https://rvbusiness.com/author/rvbus/
https://media.daimler.com/marsMediaSite/en/instance/ko/Mercedes-Benz-at-the-2020-Caravan-Motor-and-Tourism-exhibition-spotlight-on-connectivity.xhtml?oid=45355473
https://media.daimler.com/marsMediaSite/en/instance/ko/Mercedes-Benz-at-the-2020-Caravan-Motor-and-Tourism-exhibition-spotlight-on-connectivity.xhtml?oid=45355473
https://www.businessinsider.com/mercedes-benzs-marco-polo-a-campervan-controlled-from-an-app-2020-1
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TRUMA LAUNCHES PORTABLE 
FRIDGE/FREEZER  
COOLER LINE  

 
RV Business By: Ron Barger|Published on: Dec 31, 2019| 
 
     Elkhart, Ind.-based Truma Corp. has introduced 

the ñTruma Cooler Portable 
Fridge/Freezerò line designed 
for RV, marine and outdoor 
applications. The AC/DC elec-
tric-powered cooler can be 
used as a refrigerator or freezer 
and is available in a wide varie-
ty of sizes, ranging from a 9 
1/2- to 25-gallon capacity, as 

well as single- and dual-zone units.  
 

     With a total of seven models available across 
three lines ð the Weekender, Traveler and Adven-
turer ð the Truma Cooler is available for retail pur-
chase through the companyôs website. MSRPs range 
from $1,049 to $1,599.  
 

     While Truma is now shipping units to customers, 
Senior Vice President of Business Development 
Mark Howlett said the units also will be on display 
and available for consumer purchase at the Florida 
RV SuperShow in Tampa next month. 

 

     ñThe product itself is designed for the Australian 
outback and is a rugged and robust system,ò Howlett 
told RVBUSINESS.com. ñOur focus at Truma is on 
comfort for the campers and we believe this was a 
great addition to help support the camping lifestyle 
in any type of capacity beyond the RV. We think that 
this is something to allow people to enjoy the out-
doors further ð keeping food and drinks in a cold 
position without having to worry about soggy sand-
wiches.ò  
 

     Among its many features, the Truma Cooler Port-
able Fridge/Freezers have smart technology with 
Bluetooth App control and an intuitive digital display 
with set-point/actual temperature and fast turbo cool-
ing. In addition, the units feature accessible 12/24V 
connections on both ends, and an accessible 110V 
AC connection, and its durable ñTruma Blue Com-
pressorò cools down to -8F. 

 

     Other features include: USB port for charging de-
vices such as smart phones; three-stage discharge 
protection for vehicle battery; reinforced corners and 
stainless steel-hinges; integrated bottle openers on 
both ends; individually adjustable temperature zones 

on dual-zone models; interior LED light; reversible 
lid on coolers 60 liters and larger; convenient energy 
saving space for upright bottles; versatile removable 
basket inserts to adjust contents; efficiency thatôs 
ideal for solar operation; Class A++ energy efficien-
cy =<33kWh annually for refrigerating appliances; 
and an easy-to-clean drain in the bottom.  
 

     The Truma Cooler Portable Fridge/Freezers actu-
ally made their public debut at the Overland Expo 
earlier this year, and Howlett said the response was 
overwhelmingly positive.  

 

     ñThereôs a small group of RVs that donôt have a 
fridge and they need something that is a little more 
portable,ò said Howlett. ñWe showed it at the SEMA 
show in conjunction with TAXA Outdoors, which 
produces a very small trailer. The small cooler is 
great for small compact trailers where you donôt have 
a lot of space and you need to keep food refrigerated. 
We go beyond the small trailers. You can put this 
into the back of your SUV, your Jeep, or your car.  

 

You can keep food cool when you are traveling short 
or long distances, if you are tailgating, or if you are 
at your kidôs soccer game.ò 

 

Howlett expects the sales of the new Truma Cooler 
Portable Fridge/Freezers to cross over to general out-
door use. The ability to stay outdoors without bags of 
ice is key. 

  
ñBoating, hunting, fishing ð any of those lifestyle 
activities are a target for this product,ò he said. ñYou 
have fish you just caught and your ice is not going to 
make it throughout the whole day; you can freeze 
them, which is nice ð especially if you are in some 
hot weather. This will give you the ability to not 
worry about the ice melting.  

 
ñIt hooks up to both a 12-volt and 24-volt system on 
a boat, as well as a 120-volt system when stationary 
at your house or even inside an RV,ò he added.  

 

Free shipping is now available in the continental 
United States and for a limited time every cooler or-
der also comes with a free, custom insulated cover. 
 

https://www.truma.net/truma-coolers 

 

https://rvbusiness.com/author/rbarger/

