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APRIL / MAY 2019   

This Publication is 

made possible, in 

part, by our 

advertisers. Please 

support them at 

every opportunity! 

Wisconsin’s Badger State Association of Family Campers and RVers, founded as National Campers & Hikers Association. 

 

If April showers bring May Flowers, 

what does April Snow showers bring?                                             
Sore backs because I already put the 

snow blower away for the season!!!    

Here I sit, April 14th, watching the snow 

fall. Looking out the front room window, 

seeing the pine trees weighted down with 

about two inches of fresh snow. But when 

I look out of the family room window, I 

see our camper with about two inches of 

fresh snow on the roof and a tear running 

down my cheek! Life just isn’t fair some-

times. Hey, look at the bright side of life! 

Only three more weeks until the 

WISCOW’s first camp out of the season. 

There is always a ‘bright side’ of life.                                                

The first Badger State camp out is the 

‘Get Acquainted’, on Memorial Day 

Weekend at Walworth County Fair-

grounds. There is always something going 

on in Elkhorn. Several nice restaurants, 

the Elkhorn High School Memorial Day 

parade, the city wide party just down the 

road at East Troy on Saturday. (Think of 

food & craft vendors, local bands, the 

Electric Train rides & barns, and don’t 

forget the ice cream shop!) OR you can 

just sit around the fire ring and enjoy the 

great outdoors. (I’m sure Kip will have 

more in his article.)                                

Hey, don’t forget the Badger State 

(continued on  page 3) 

President’s Message:  
Art Kruegel, BSA President 

Notes from the Publisher  May You May You May You 
Have A Have A Have A 

Blessed & Blessed & Blessed & 
Happy   Happy   Happy   

Easter!Easter!Easter! 

Please remember this newsletter is yours 
and the content is entirely dependent on 
the submissions from you; the members. 

As Publisher, I do not edit the content 
submitted. Submissions may need to be 
edited for space. I will try to make every 
effort that all the important information is 
contained in the space available. 

If you would like a copy of the Badger 
Banner mailed to you, please complete 
the subscription form and mail it with 
your payment to the current BSA     
Treasurer.                                                                                 
The Badger Banner email is:             

badgerbanner@gmail.com 

The deadline for the next issue is two 
weeks from the February and June     
meetings and the 15th of the month for 
April, August and November issues.   

Like past publishers, I will send out the 
Banner two weeks from the due date for 
submissions provided members get me 
articles by the deadline. I will do my best 
with your help to get the Banner out a 
month after the last BSA meeting       
provided I receive articles on time. 
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Wisconsin State Director 

Kip Cushing 

(262) 694-0316 

kcushing@wi.rr.com 

 

Field Directors 

 

Conservation 

Open for Volunteer 

 

 

Disaster Awareness & Safety 
Awareness Training (DASAT) 

Art Kruegel 

(414) 761-1434 

a.kruegel@att.net 

 

Campers Actively Moving           
Program (CAMP) 

Open for Volunteer 
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Bud & Ruth White 
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Jan Cushing 

(262) 694-0316 

kcushing@wi.rr.com 

Historian 

Dahle Enneper 

(920) 418-3451 

denneper@gmail.com 
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Secretary 
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Nancy Gittel 
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Foxtrotters 

Ken Enneper 

(920) 756-2243 

klenneper@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 Wis-Cows 

Tricia Chartier 

(414) 807-4083 

Tricia@MooLady.com 

 

 

 

Wisconsin Teen Association 

Kip Cushing 

(262) 694-0316 

kcushing@wi.rr.com 



State Director’s Message 
Kip Cushing, Wisconsin State Director  
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(continued from page 1)                                                         
Campvention the weekend of June 7-9 at Lake Farm 

Camp Ground, (Dane County) just outside of  Madison. 

This is our annual camp out with our annual BSA    

meeting. (Required by our Constitution.) As of now, I am 

hoping to call the meeting to order around 1 PM on   

Saturday in the center of our loop. (Depending on 

weather of course.) Lots to see and do in Madison: The 

Olbrich Botanical Gardens, The State Capital Building, 

the Henry Villas Zoo (free) the Madison Farmers     

Market, (largest in the state) from 6:15 AM to 1:45 PM. 

There is also the Madison Veterans Museum. It does a 

great job of showing what our military men & women 

have done (and continue to do) to preserve our freedom.                                  

We usually have a meal together at our camp outs, so I 

think Saturday @ 6 PM would be a good time to have a 

‘bring a dish to share’ meal, again in the middle of our 

loop. (Please, if you can, have a list the ingredients of 

your dish as some people have food allergies.)                                                            

I think that is enough for now. (Don’t want to give away 

all of our plans for this summer.) Hope to see you at our 

Badger State Campouts.                                                   

President’s Message Continued:                                                
Art Kruegel, BSA President 

Well we have returned from the Retiree Rally in 
Houma, LA. And here it is time for the Badger 
Banner to get out already. If you read “Camping 
Today” either on the FCRV web site or on the link 
Vickie Roop sends you, there is a lot of pictures 
and descriptions of the activities. You will notice 
that our members were prize winners in the        
costume contest, Bean Bag baseball, and Pet               
Parade. I was told I did a good job as Choir         
Director for both services; the music choices fit    

the service.                                                                 
The military museum was very nice and took 
awhile to walk thru. We also toured Jefferson     
Davis’s Library and home in Biloxi, MS while we 
were along the coast. I will try and write a piece   
on the campgrounds we found along our trip down 
and back from the Rally. It was warmer then it is 
here today.                                                                              
Since the RV Show we have 2 new members. We 
hope to have more by Get Acquainted weekend 
campout at the Walworth County fairgrounds in 
Elkhorn. Please come and join us, Jan is planning   
a pulled pork supper on Saturday night. State 
Campvention is in Madison on the Southside of 
town, off the beltway just 2-3 miles south of the 
Wal-Mart store. The Wis-Cows also have an      
aggressive campout schedule if you’re more than 
welcome to join us, see listing of campouts in the 
Banner.                                                                      

If you like Murder Mysteries dinners you will want 
to join us at the Regional Campout in IL the first 
weekend in August.  But, don’t forget July 8-15 to 
join us in Hutchinson, KS for the National 
Campvention first, meet some new friends, and 
learn some new interesting topics at the seminars. 
Please get out there and round up some new     
members for Badger State and invite them to our 
campouts. You could cut out the page in the Banner 
with campouts and make some copies and give 
them to your camping friends and neighbors. Oh,  
if the weather is good during Get Acquainted     
weekend you are welcome to come watch balloons, 
and get involved in the chase to recover them.  
Chances are good there may be 4 flying morning 
and evening, weather permitting. Our new Balloon 
Port will be in Lake Geneva at Canopy Tours (zip 
line).                                                                      
The results of elections in FCRV had Jan             
unopposed as comptroller, Sue Fromholzer                
unopposed as VP Operation, and a new trustee 
Matt Mantia VP Planning and Development from 
IL.  Also if you would like any FCRV Logo                  
merchandise (shirts, name badges, Flags, caps) our 
commercial vendors have them available. You can 
find them on our Web Site under commercial  
members. 

Looking forward to seeing you on the campground!  
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Foxtrotter News 
Dahle Enneper  

BADGER BANNER 

Greetings from the Foxtrotters: 
                                                                         
As I’m sitting here writing this article the 
snow is falling around us. I thought it was 
supposed to be spring. This article is late 
because Ken and I are busy dealing with 
my dad. He is in the VA hospital in       
Milwaukee. Took him there early, early 
Saturday morning. So instead of working 
on getting the camper set for this camping 
season. I was sitting in the ER. We are so 
thankful for the VA program. They take 
wonderful care of our veterans and their 
families.                                                            

We are so looking forward to this camping 
season and being able to see everyone of 
you and to be able to catch up on all of 
lives happening. Until we see you around 
the campfire. Have a wonderful Easter and 
Welcome to spring.  

WISCOWS MOO NEWSWISCOWS MOO NEWSWISCOWS MOO NEWSWISCOWS MOO NEWS  
Trisha Chartier 

With a sad heart, I am sharing that a 
long time member of WisCows,              
Joe Rice passed away on April 5th at 
the age of 82 years old. He and his 
lovely wife Karen camped with us until 
the end of 2017.  Joe was a plumber 
who loved sailing, bowling, trap    
shooting & camping as well; especially 
hanging out at the campfire in the 
evening. 
 
We are excited as next month in May 
we have our first campout Mother’s day 
at Richard Bong Rec. 
 
We are actively looking for more 
friends to come camp with us at one of 
our campouts to see if they might like 
to join our group. 
 

Please let us know if you are planning 
on attending. 
If you want to be on our email list let 
me know so you will know what’s going 
on for the weekend!! 
 
Tricia Chartier  
President of WisCows 
Tricia@MooLady.com 
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Disaster Awareness & Safety Awareness Training (DASAT) 

Art Kruegel 

 Not too hard to talk about spring weather: 

two inch’s of snow in Milwaukee on April 14th: 

Roads were slippery with more slush that pure 

snow: outside temperature around freezing, winds 

gusting to around 30 MPH. And we are the lucky 

ones! Just looking at the weather report from the 

deep south for this weekend, (Texas, Alabama,  

Mississippi and more) the tornado’s are just plain 

devastating. Did you see the report from Colorado 

earlier this month? A tornado went through a R.V. 

dealership and tossed the R.V.’s around like my 

grandson does with his toys. One R.V. was rolling 

side over side bouncing off other R.V.’s like   

bumper cars. And we sometimes wonder why we 

are not safe inside our R.V. during summer storms. 

 How are we to be prepared for summer 

storms? Here are some suggestions from the      

National Coordinating Council of Emergency 

Council:                                                                  

1. Have a Plan. The safest place to be during a  

tornado in under ground, NOT IN A R.V.! Do not 

be afraid to ask when you register @ a camp 

ground where are the emergency shelters are. If 

you can not go ‘under ground’ or a designated 

shelter, move to the center of the lowest level of a 

building, away from windows, and lie flat on the 

floor.                                                                         

2. Know the difference between a “tornado watch 

or warning.  A watch means “conditions are        

favorable for tornadoes to develop. A warning a 

tornado has been sighted, seek shelter                

immediately.                                                               

3. PLAN TO SURVIVE! Be aware of changes in 

the weather. Knowing the basic skills of survival in 

the event of a tornado can help t keep your family 

(at home or away) safe.                              

What about thunder & lighting storms? From the   

‘U.S. Department of Commerce’ & NOAA guide, 

thunder storms are relativity small area when  

compared to hurricanes, usually last an average of 

30 minutes. We should consider all thunder storms 

as dangerous. Who is most at risk from thunder-

storms? People who are outdoors, near or under 

tall trees, in or near water. ALL thunder storms 

contain lightning. Lighting is extremely high bolts 

of electricity, either going from cloud to cloud or 

cloud to ground. Lighting can and does cause fires, 

can (and does) kill people and animals, even split 

trees top to bottom.                                                                   

What can you do to protect yourself and family?          

1. Know where you are. (Close by cities, county, 

etc.)                                                                         

2. Watch for signs of approaching storms. 

(Changes in wind strength/ direction/cloud color)                             

3. Have weather devices, (cell phone, NOAA 

weather radio, listen to commercial television & or 

radios) near by operating.                                             

4. Know the difference between a ‘thunderstorm 

watch’ (Conditions are right for thunder storms to 

develop, stay alert about changing weather in your 

area & weather alerts) and a thunder storm     

warning. (When severe weather has been spotted 

in your area)                                                                                   

5. Take necessary precautions to protect yourself 

and others. Do not try to be a hero!                                                                         

 
This information has been taken from handouts available 

from:                                                                                     

U.S. Department of Commerce                                                

NOAA                                                                                       

National Weather Service                                                                  

National Coordinating Council on Emergency Management  
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APRIL GET-TOGETHER                                                  

There is no planned April Get-Together, however an Invitation to attend the Civil War      
Reenactment was extended to our members by Jim and Shannon Munns. The Civil War 
event is General Grants Homecoming. It is the weekend of April 27th. They stay at the      
Palace Campground in Galena. There are lots of things to do: President’s Grant home,    

several museums and of course the downtown shops, etc. If someone wants more               
information, they are welcomed to call Jim and Shannon at 608-770-1973.  

GET ACQUAINTED CAMPOUT 

The Get Acquainted Campout will be held on Memorial Day Weekend, May 24-27, 2019.       
It will be at the Walworth County Fairgrounds, in Elkhorn, WI.                                                            

The cost is $30.00 per night for camping, which will be collected at the time of check-in with 
us. A meal is being planned for Saturday evening. It will be pulled pork sandwiches, coleslaw, 

baked beans, potato chips, watermelon, and bottled water. For food planning purposes,               
please e-mail us at kcushing@wi.rr.com and let us know the number of people attending.                  

All members are welcome, even if you are not able to camp. 

 
BADGER STATE ASSOCIATION STATE CAMPOUT  

At the State Campvention on June 7, 8, & 9, 
2019 at Lake Farm County Park, 4330 Libby 
Road, Madison, WI, Bud and Ruth White are 
sponsoring a pot-luck supper on Saturday, 
June 8 at 5:30 p.m. at either Site #1 or Site 
#2.  Please bring two items - a meat main 
dish and your choice of one - an appetizer, 
salad, relishes, or dessert.  Please bring your 
own place settings and beverage if other 

than coffee.  Bud and Ruth will furnish       
coffee.  Also bring your lawn chairs (and 
small tables?) 

Make your online camping reservations 
soon.  www.DaneCounty Parks  (Lake Farm 
County Park.) 

Ruth White 

DICK WISBY MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND                                 
Badger State Association has money available to dependent children of our members to attend 

college or technical school. Application forms can be obtained by e-mail at                                
kcushing@wi.rr.com. Deadline for application requests is June 1, 2019.                                             

They must be returned by July 15, 2019. 

Savings Balance as of Jan. 1, 2019 $3,263.09                                                                                             
Savings Interest                                                                                                                                                 
January             0.14                                                                                                                                    
February                      0.12                                                                                                                          
March                          0.14                                                                                                                                         
Total Interest-YTD                                      0.40                                                                                                            
Savings Balance                        $3,263.49 

CD Balances                             $6,026.77                                           
CD Interest                                                                                                   
January         26.42                                                                          
Total Interest-YTD                    26.42                                                    
Total CD Balance                         $6,053.19                                             

Total Balance                           $9,316.68 
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Pictures show our BSA members participating in activities at the 2019 Retiree Rally in Houma, 
LA. Pictured are: JoAnn & Paul, Jan & Kip. They were prize winners in the Costume Contest, 
Bean Bag Baseball and Pet Parade. Kip was the Choir Director for the two religious services. 
They participated in the many activities, such as the Red Hat Lady Luncheon, Line Dancing,    
Pet Parade, Karaoke, and many more. Looks like they had fun and represented our state well. 

I’m sure there will be lots of reminiscing and stories to be told around the campfire this summer!                                                                   
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Columbus-Belmont State Park in Kentucky                                    
By Kip Cushing 

Just below the IL state line off Hwy 51 another find we discovered as our first stop heading to 

the Retiree Rally. I have this thing about a little off the beaten path one may find beautiful 

sights. We were perched up on this bluff overlooking the Mississippi River on a cool March 

Day. It was 20 when we left home and it climbed to 38 when we parked here. The sites shown 

have a beautiful view of the river but are sloped slightly down and not wanting to unhitch I 

took one next to the trenches of the Old Fort. The River was real high and the water getting to 

the park wasn’t far from coming over the roads. The Barge traffic was at a standstill and 

parked along the trees on the river for as far as you could see. We had electric 20/30/50, water, 

and sewer and in our price range! This could be a fall campground with being able to see for 

miles and the colorful trees. The sites were all paved and level within maybe a 1x8 but some 

were sloped, and we found some that were just right. Sikeston, MO is across the river if you 

want to visit the tossed rolls eatery, which we took in last year. 
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Lake Lincoln State Park in MS                                                                        
By Kip Cushing 

Near Wesson, MS you will find this out of the way beautiful State park. This was our second 

stop on our trip to the Retiree Rally in LA. It has two sections one is semi shaded as you can see 

in the picture on the bottom. I was getting my steps in for the day and went exploring. I found a 

bridge to cross that gave me a sight of a couple huge catfish swimming nearby. I was then in the 

parking lot for the large beach area. No Life guards and there was signs coming in to the park 

“Beware the Alligators” so I’m not so sure I would want to go swimming. But, there were some 

folks walking the beach. I then moved into the upper loop of the campground and found lots of 

paved level sites in the trees. In the off season these with electric 20/30/50 and water ran $16.50/ 

night. Continuing down to the lower loop by the lake we found more paved level sights and I 

only seen one or two my unit would be too long. We were in site 64 and 66 but, 71-64 are very 

nice. They had electric 20-30-50, sewer, and water for $30/night. The showers and laundry is on 

the lower loop and quite nice. They do not allow pets in them they have a State Law prohibiting 

it, it was a block bldg. and the only shelter from a raging storm. We stayed here going down and 

coming back the sites we had were just sweet. The rangers were also very courteous with        

information and accommodations. Try it you’ll like it. 
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North Abutment Campground in Grenada, MS                                     
By Kip Cushing 

Run by the Army Corp of Engineers was a wonderful place to spend some time. We stopped 
here on our way home from the Retiree Rally and boy were we surprised. We had never been to 
all these sites except one in the past so discovering these hidden gems was sure fun. Not sure if 
you can see across the lake but there is a 5th wheel parked along the shore line. There were a 
number of sites around the lake and not a bad site did I see. The grounds are composed of three 
separate area’s built at different periods. The section we are parked in is the newest 2005.      
Section one is the section you can swing through as you enter the CG, it is near the launch site. 
All sites were paved and level with electric 20/30/50 and water, sorry no shots of those sites.  
Area two is to the left of my truck following the road. That has some sewer sites but they were 
all taken. Funny the Crappies were biting and the fishermen pretty much had them. This lake 
“Grenada” produced the largest crappie at 5 lbs. still a state record. So, yes I went in to Walmart 
and got a one day fishing license so I could try my hand at one of those. But alas only bluegills 
and catfish were on the menu that day. We stayed three nights here on site 83 it was great. I will 
(continued on page 11)                                                                                                                    
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(continued from page 10)                                                                                                                  

stop again if I am in the area, but will try for one of those sewer sites next to the water. The lake 
was running at flood level and had just come down from 28’ to 25’ yet they had to watch so the 
river below did not flood and it was draining into the Mississippi. There are 3 huge reservoirs in 
northern Mississippi and they are circled with Corp parks. Talking with some of the other campers 
many of them are the same as the park we were in, clean and neat. There is a State Park just over 
the levy and it had flooded out 10 days before we arrived after a heavy 10 inches of rain in the  
area. I drove thru the state park but it had not been cleaned up yet but there were many campers 
parked and pulling in to stay. Nope, I will take the Corp park across the road.  

I have one more place we stayed on the way home and it was Rend Lake in Southern IL. It is also 

a wonderful park that opens early in the year. We have stayed there last year on our way home in 

April and again we had water/electric and sewer and being a Corp park we used out Golden    

Passport and camped for half price. At NA in Grenada we camped for $10 a night. At Rend lake it 

was $12.50 but, we only stayed one night. The guys said the fish was just starting to hit give it an-

other few weeks and it will be prime. Lots of area to fish off the bank. Hope you liked the articles, 

found all these campgrounds on the app called Campendium. 



Happy Anniversary! 
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If you would like to receive the Badger Banner by Mail  please complete the this form.  

The cost for 1 year is $15.00.  

Name:_______________________________________________________ 

Address: ________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone: ______________________________ 

Make Checks payable to: BADGER STATE ASSOCIATION 

Mail this form and check to:  

NANCY GITTEL, BSA TREASURER 

9410 W. ARCH AVE. 

MILWAUKEE, WI 53224 – 2708 

Where are you? 

Have you had a change 

of address? Do you 
have a new e-mail ad-

 Happy Birthday! 

Don’t let us overlook that 

most important dates! 

Send your special dates to 

badgerbanner@gmail.com 

Campground and RV Dealer Ads are provided by the advertisers and are property of the advertisers. The clip 
art in the newsletter is from websites that state they are free for use by anyone or are public domain clip art. 
The free clipart public domain website used is bing.com/microsoft. Chapter Logos are Property of each        
individual chapter. Photos are property of the member who submitted the photos.  

Don & Joyce Oldenburg May 12th 

Art & Judie Kruegel May 23rd 

Ken & Dahle Enneper June 11th 

Jay & Nancy Gittel June 16th 

Don Oldenburg May 28th 

Judie Kruegel June 11th 

Joyce Oldenberg June 13th 

Bud White June 21st 
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CAMPOUTS & EVENTS 

BSA MEETING / GATHERING INFORMATION  

DATE LOCATION HOST 

2019 

February 9th Benny’s Café, Milwaukee Wis-Cows 

 April  TBA  (See Article on Page 6) Entertainment Committee 

June 7th - 9th 
Lake Farm County Park    

Madison 
Wis-Cows 

August TBA  State Director/Field Staff 

November TBA Entertainment Committee 

The Badger Banner email address to submit articles and information is:                                   
badgerbanner@gmail.com 

DATE EVENT / LOCATION CITY, STATE HOST 

2019 

Jan 26th Benny’s Cafe Milwaukee Wis-Cows 

Feb 9th Benny’s Cafe Milwaukee Wis-Cows 

Feb 28th              
March 1st - 3rd 

Milwaukee RV Show West Allis 
State Director and 
BSA Volunteers 

May 10th - 12th Richard Bong Rec Area Kansasville Wis-Cows 

May 24th - 27th Get Acquainted Campout 
Walworth Co Fairgrounds   

Elkhorn 
State Director 

June 7th - 9th Wisconsin State Campout 
Lake Farm County Park 

Madison 
Wis-Cows 

July 7th - 13th FCRV National Campvention 
Kansas State Fairgrounds  

Hutchinson, Kansas 
Heartland Region 
FCRV Volunteers 

July 31 – Aug 3 Great Lakes Regional 
Iroquois Co. Fairgrounds, 

Watseka, IL 
Illinois State      
Association 

Sept 6th – 8th Ottawa Lake Rec Area Dousman Wis-Cows 

Sept 27th - 29th  Celebration Campout Cliffside County Park Wis-Cows 

Oct 11th - 13th  Ledge County Park Horicon Wis-Cows 

Please Submit your Camping Schedule to be added to this Calendar! 
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2222000011119999    GGGGrrrreeeeaaaatttt    LLLLaaaakkkkeeeessss    RRRReeeeggggiiiioooonnnnaaaallll    CCCCaaaammmmppppoooouuuutttt                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

IIIIrrrrooooqqqquuuuooooiiiissss    CCCCoooouuuunnnnttttyyyy    FFFFaaaaiiiirrrrggggrrrroooouuuunnnnddddssss                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

WWWWaaaattttsssseeeekkkkaaaa,,,,    IIIILLLL                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

July 31July 31July 31July 31
stststst

    ––––    August 4August 4August 4August 4
thththth    

    
 

Activities for all, Self-Guided Tours, Pet Parade, Family Feud, Poker Walk, Pet CPR & First Aid, and more.     

Saturday Night Kid-Friendly Murder Mystery Dinner 

While sippin’ on some award-winning root beer, there will be one dastardly dude (or diva) at work to try to 

spoil your time, so you best be ready to solve a mystery and catch a bandit! Silver Springs is counting on you! 

 

Name: ______________________________    E-Mail: _______________________________                                                                                                                 

Address: _____________________________________                                                                                         

City:___________________________  State:_________________________  Zip: ______________ 

Number of Adults: ______  Youth: ______  Teens: ______  

 

Pre-Registra"on (must be post marked by July 20) 

Ac"vity Fee - $15.00  Camping - $25.00 per night 

Ac"vity Fee at the gate will be $20 

Amount Due: 

Pre-Registra"on: $15   

Number of Nights of Camping: ____ x $25 = $___________  (or pay at arrival for camping) 

 Total Monies Sent: $___________ 

 

Make Check payable to:  ISA (Illinois State associa"on)         

Send pre-registra"on to:  George Helmich 

                                              2507 Lippizan Ln. 

                                              Grayslake, IL  60030 

Ques"ons?  Contact Connie Black at ILFCRV@yahoo.com                                                                                                                                                       
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Badger State Association 
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