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Nebraska  

          
 

April 2019 
Where Strangers Become Friends & Friends Become Family! 

State Director’s Message . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rob and Joleen Baker  
Hope this finds everyone well and excited for the upcoming 

camping season. We are getting closer to that 2019 maiden 
voyage of us all heading out to the campground.  

MARCH CAME IN AND WENT OUT LIKE A LION!!!  We hope 
that you none of you were affected by the recent storms. There 
certainly is a considerable amount of damage and destruction in 
Nebraska and Iowa. We ask that you keep everyone in your 
prayers and please ask for help if you need it. There are shelters, 
donation sites and plenty of groups out there that are just 
waiting to assist the victims. If you have any ideas for assisting in 
clean up, donating, etc. please spread the word throughout our 
FCRV community. We are a great group when it comes to things 
such as volunteering our time and having a great work ethic. 
Those in need would certainly appreciate the help. 

As you know, we had an impromptu meeting on March 23rd 
at the Anderson Library in Lincoln to help plan and organize our 
upcoming 2019 State/Fall Workshop. The “notes” will be 
included elsewhere in the Calling. We have a lot planned, and would ask that you contact Teresa 
Mathews or Jessica Baker as the Co-Chairs to volunteer assistance and ideas. We will be getting 
the registration form in the May Calling once we finalize camping fees and meal prices.  

Food for thought… We understand that being part of an organization requires a certain 
amount of commitment. It is hard to make a commitment due to several things, i.e., financial 
situations; work commitments; just plain tired of having to plan, organize, and finalize 
gatherings; organizational activities outside the FCRV family; children and family activities, could 

probably go on and on with the list. As our 
members struggle to keep going, we need to 
consider bringing in “new blood” to help. Just 
as parents get older and we as their children 
typically pitch in to assist them, we ask that 
you look at our FCRV membership in the same 
manner. Please check out your communities 
for people who might be interested in joining 
FCRV. Get them excited about what we do and 
who we are. If you see an opportunity to start a 
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2019 Dates to Remember  

June 28-30 June Bug, Windmill SRA 
July 7-13 Campvention, Hutchinson, KS 
Sept 13-15 State/Fall Workshop, York 

Fairgrounds, York, NE 
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conversation about FCRV with someone, 
take it!! Run with it! Stay in touch with 
that contact. Invite them to your 
campouts to check out your club and 
membership. You never know where it 
will go. It could be a new family for our 
great organization. Let’s get excited about 
Nebraska’s future in our  
organization and keep things going. We 
are heading in the right direction, slow 
and steady wins the race.  

Take care everyone.  We hope to see 
you around the campfire this season. 
Reports. . . 
State Chaplain . . . . Mert Feikert 

Brrr- my feet are finally thawing out 
after going through the past month of 
temps below freezing.  After being spoiled 
the past few years, it has been a little 
difficult for this old body of mine to once 
again readjust to typical Nebraska 
winters.  However, I did survive, and am 
looking forward to the much warmer 
summer months ahead. 

A twentieth century pastor and author 
named A.W. Tozer once wrote, “What 
comes into our minds when we think 
about God is the most important thing 
about us.”. The way we think, the things 
we do and say,  determine how we 
approach all of life.  If our heavenly father 
is truly in control of how we live our lives, 
then we will experience the hope, joy and 
peace offered to us because of our belief 
in Him. 

We realize that our faith will be tested 
over and over again during our lifetime 
here on earth, but it is this testing that 
strengthens our belief and allows us to 
persevere.   

James 1:vs 2,3 
Consider it all joy, my brethren, when 

you encounter various trials, 
knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces endurance. 

We value our camping family and take 
strength in the friendships we grow in 

our lifetime here on earth. 
Many things have changed in this 

world and nation over the past few years 
that have challenged us, and the way we 
think here in the heartland of 
America.  All we need is to remember that 
the life we have here on earth will always 
be challenging, and that our Eternal 
Father has promised us a much better 
world in eternity. 
Retirees . . . 

FCRV RETIREE RALLY STROMSBURG, 
NEBRASKA 

Buckley Park Campground 
August 18 – 22, 2019 

Registration fee $4.00 per person.   
The parking fee is by donation and will be 
decided by all at our general meeting. 
Parking: Jim Hacket 
MONDAY 
9:00  Registration begins with Coffee 

Time.  A thru H bring something to 
share. 

12:00 Lunch on your own 
2:30 Yard Games-Bring games you have. 
5:30  Supper, main dish provided.  Please 

bring salads, veggies, pickles, olives, 
dessert, etc.  Bring your own dishes. 

7:00  Get acquainted night.  Share your 
musical talents.   
Volunteer snacks  

TUESDAY 
9:00 Coffee Time.  I through Sa bring 

something to share (initials of last 
name} 

11:00 Leave for Senior Center for thrift 
shop and lunch 

3:00 Crafts 
5:30  Dinner on your own 
7:00  Card Bingo 

Volunteer snacks  
WEDNESDAY 
9:00  Breakfast provided (bring your own 

dishes) 
10:30 General meeting 
12:00 Lunch on your own 
2:00 Ice Cream Social, bring toppings to 
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share 
5:30 Pot Luck 
7:00 Fun Night, crowning of the New King 

and Queen 
Volunteer snacks 

THURSDAY 
9:00 Coffee Time, Sb thru Z bring 

something to share 
Each person attending is asked to bring 
an item for door prizes (Please no “White 
Elephants.”) 
Please bring your own cup for coffee time 
and dishes and utensils for meals. 
Please bring books for sale or exchange, 
money to benefit our Retiree group. 
June Bug . Shirley Rippe & Marcia Whitmer 

Shirley and Marcia are hoping you are 
making plans to attend June Bug, 
“Camping with Hattitudes,” at Windmill 
SRA, June 28-30.   Bring your favorite hat, 
decorate a hat or make a hat never before 
seen, wild, crazy, colorful or where ever 
your imagination leads.  

There will be Root Beer Floats served 
by the Scholarship Committee.  Water 
fights are a must with Leonard and Rob, 
games, craft making, and an auction with 
baked goods, crafts and other items.   
Scheduled activities will be in next 
months CALLING.   
Chapter News . . . 
Courageous Ramblers 

Because of the bad weather it has 
been hard to get together. We do keep in 
touch with each other by short visits and 
a lot of phone calls.  

Pearl Shaw will celebrate her 95th 
birthday March 24th. We all wish her a 
happy birthday.  

Mickey Hetrick is battling cancer so all 
prayers will be welcome. 

Our snowbirds will be back the first 
part of April so we will be able to have 
meetings. We will all be glad to have them 
back home.  

Everybody have a good meeting or 
campout. 

Norma Hetrick 
Field Director 

Triple F Campers  
Triple F met at Prehistoric Putt in 

March where our members played a very 
competitive match of mini golf.  A 
highlight of the game was the hole 
containing a slide for the players to go 
down to reach the remaining holes. The 
warning posted at the top of the slide 
forbids players to take their golf club 
down the slide due to danger of impaling 
themselves.  Luckily for some of us, there 
was also the option of walking down the 
steps. It was a great day and fun to try out 
a place we had never been to before.   

We ended the day by meeting for 
dinner at Pizza Ranch where we also had 
our business meeting. 

Mary Brashaw, Secretary 

 
Triple F Campers are always looking 

for ways to give back to our community. 
After the terrible flooding that has 
devastated our area, we collected various 
items to donate to a local organization. 
We collected many items including 
snacks, toothbrushes and pastes, cleaning 
products, and the list goes on. We have a 
fantastic group of caring individuals. Here 
are a few pictures we took at Bellevue 
Christian Center. This is a central location 
for flood victims to gather whatever items 
they may need. The need is great, but so 
are our hearts. Keep the Heartland in 
your prayers... 

Teresa Mathews, President 
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Heartland Runabouts  

The Heartland Runabouts Chapter met 
at the La Mexicana restaurant in Grand 
Island on March 9th; 11 members and 1 
youth attended. An excellent lunch was 
enjoyed by everyone. At the meeting the 
2019 camping season was discussed. The 

Runabouts first campout for 2019 is 
scheduled for April 26 -28 at Fort 
Kearney. 

Gary Sander 
Republican Valley Sodbusters 

The Republican Valley Sodbusters 
FCRV chapter has been holding their 
luncheon meeting at various restaurants 
during the winter months.   Though several 
of our members went to warmer climes for 
the winter, the hardy members stayed in cold 
Nebraska and kept the home fires burning.  
We are anxious for our snowbirds to return 
and entertain us with stories of their winter 
adventures. 

In November we met at Pam’s Cafe in 
Grand Island with Jim and Janet Staehr 
hosting the group.  As the day turned colder 
the day hurried us home again.   

In December we traveled to Paul’s Cafe 
in Smith Center, KS to be hosted by Thaine 
and Donna Tomlinson for a pleasant 
afternoon. 

The weather in January scared us out of 
meeting.  Ah, Nebraska! 

February found us meeting on a Monday 
at The Rose restaurant with Shirley Rippe 
hosting.  

 And in March Harry and Phoebe 
Sprague entertained the group at the Subway 
restaurant in Red Cloud. 

We have been happy to have several 
former members who have had to give up 
camping join us for some of our lunches. 

Our April campout will be held at the 
Nuckolls County Fairgrounds on April 16 – 
18.  That’s a Tuesday – Thursday schedule 
which we are trying out this year.  Always 
looking for more campers to join us. 
 
Republican Valley Sodbusters Camping 

Schedule for 2019: 
April 16 – 18 Nuckolls County 

Fairgrounds  
at Nelson 

May 14 – 16 Crystal Lake 
June 28 – 30 June Bug at Windmill 

Campground 
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July 16 – 18 Hebron City Park 
August 18 – 22 Retirees Campout at 

Stromsburg Park 
September 17- 19 Hunters Cove 
October 15 – 17 Nuckolls County 

Fairgrounds 
Shirley Rippe 

Rollin’ Turtles 
Twenty-three Turtles attended our 

March meeting. We are proud to have a 
new couple attending our meetings in 
preparation for joining the club.  

Our major business consisted of 
discussing all the proposed campsites 
that have now been flooded. After the 
mud settles in April we will select a new 
slate of sites. We suspect that available 
venues will be in great demand!  

As usual on this date, the club 
gathered at Risky's Sports Bar for our 
annual St. Patrick's Day Corned Beef and 
Cabbage Dinner following the meeting. 

Allan Smith, Secretary
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NEBRASKA CHAPTER CAMPOUTS FOR 2019 
 

 
HEARTLAND RUNABOUTS 

January 5 Exeter Fire Hall 
February No Meeting 
March 9 Perkins, Grand Island 
April 26-28 Fort Kearny, Kearney 
May 10-12 Pawnee SRA 
June 28-30 June Bug, Windmill, Gibbon 
July 19-21 Branched Oak SRA 
August 9-11 Hebron City Park 
September 13-15 Fall Gathering, York 
Fairgrounds 
October 11-13 Lake Shore, Geneva 
November 9 York Library 
December TBA 
 
 

 
TRIPLE F 

January 12 Pizza Ranch, Papillion 
February 9 Papio Bowl 
March 9 Prehistoric Putt on Q St. 
April 13 Halleck Park Shelter 
May 3-5 Wilber American Legion Park 
June 14-16 Rock Creek Station 
June 28-30 June Bug at Windill 
July 7-12 Campvention, Hutchinson, KS 
July 19-21 Branched Oak 
August 7-11 Lewis & Clark, Onawa 
September 13-15 Fall Gathering at York 
Fairgrounds 
September 20-22 Viking Lake 
October 11-13 Waubonsie State Park 
November 2 Planning Meeting at Meinstad’s 
December 14 Christmas Party at Meinstad’s 
 

 
ROLLIN’ TURTLES 

January 20 Anderson Library, Lincoln 
February 17 Anderson Library, Lincoln 
March 17 Anderson Library, Lincoln 
April 18-21 Double Nickel, Waco 
May 16-19 Victorian Acres, Nebraska City 
June 20-23 Branched Oak SRA 
July 18-21 Louisville SRA 
August 22-25 Two Rivers SRA, Omaha 
September 19-22 Haworth City Park, 
Bellevue 
October 17-20 Wilbur Sportsman Club, 
Wilbur 
November 17 Anderson Library, Lincoln 
December 1 - Christmas Party 
 

 
REPUBLICAN VALLEY SODBUSTERS 

April 16 – 18 Nuckolls County Fairgrounds  
at Nelson 

May 14 – 16 Crystal Lake 
June 28 – 30 June Bug at Windmill Campground 
July 16 – 18 Hebron City Park 
August 18 – 22 Retirees Campout at Stromsburg 

Park 
September 17- 19 Hunters Cove 
October 15 – 17 Nuckolls County Fairgrounds 
 

 
COME CAMP WITH US 

PRINT THIS PAGE AND TAPE IT ON YOUR FRIDGE 
IF YOU WANT TO HANG OUT WITH ANOTHER CHAPTER 

HERE ARE THE SCHEDULES WE HAVE RECEIVED 
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YORK KOUNTY KORN KARNIVAL 
NEBRASKA CHAPTERS OF FCRV 

2019 STATE MEETING/FALL WORKSHOP 
      Sept 12-13-14 

Tentative Schedule 
 Friday afternoon 

• Registration  $10.00 per unit Teresa Mathews/Jan VanArsdall 
• Hobo parking (no parking on the concrete pad outside the building please) 

7:00 Friday Evening  
 Hillbilly mixer Triple F (Scavenger Hunt) 
 Board games/card games and puzzle Triple F 
 State Awards 
 Campfire Singalong (as we get closer, a determination will be made about campfires at the 

location) 
8:00 Saturday Morning  
 Flag Raising – outside building 
8:15 – 9:00  Breakfast – Jan Van Arsdall, Linda and Gary  Sanders 
10:00 Camp Walk/Wessels Farm Tour No admission  
 Youth/Teen Activities – Dawn Morgan-Baker 
11:30 Cornhole Tournament  - John and Anita Mueller 
 Saturday 12:15 lunch on your own 
1:00 State Fall Workshop Meeting-Reports will be required from Program Directors 
2:00 Cornhole Tournament (Continued if necessary) 
2:30 Scholarship Committee Root Beer Floats 
3:00 Hillybilly Skiing Contest (Teams of 4) Need volunteers 
3:30 Crafts – Donna Hansen bring old t-shirts 
5:00 Supper – Triple F provides main dish, A – M to bring a side dish or salad, N – Z bring a 

dessert.  
 Clean up 
7:00 Evening activities – Auction - New Items, Crafts, Baked Goods, proceeds will be given to 

the Wessels Living History Farm 
9:00 Sunday 
 Social time 
 Prayer Service 
 Room Clean up  
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Regional Director 
Gerry Pfirsch 

 heartland3fcrv@gmail.com 
Nebraska Directors 

 
State Director 
Rob and Joleen Baker  
rojopapio@cox.net 
 
Secretary 
Jan VanArsdall 
jvanars@neb.rr.com 
 
Treasurer 
Eric and Teresa Mathews 
mathews8010@msn.com 
 
Chaplain  
Mert Feikert  
mjfeikert@gmail.com 
 
Conservation/Wildlife 
Steve and Marcia Witmer  
switmer@neb.rr.com 
 
Scholarship  
Jan VanArsdall 
jvanars@neb.rr.com 
 
CAMP (Campers Actively Moving Program) 
Ken and Sandy Kendall 
kendalls4824@gmail.com 
 

 
Retirees 
Mahlon and Judy Dickey 
cmpgdickey@cs.com 
 
D.A.S.A.T. (Disaster and Safety Awareness 
Training) 
Vacant 
 
Youth/Teen 
Dawn Morgan-Baker 
orcadawn99@gmail.com 
 
Photographer 
Janene Feikert 
necampphotos@gmail.com 
 
Calling  
Pat Smith, Editor  
psmith031@gmail.com  
 
Editor’s Notes… 
Send chapter news items, articles, special member recognition, 
photos, comments. and corrections to the Calling editor’s inbox: 
psmith031@gmail.com. Issues will be posted monthly March 
through October. One issue will cover the winter months Nov. – Feb. 
Deadlines will be the 25th of the month before each issue, and Oct. 25 
for the winter issue. 
I, Pat Smith, certify that all material contained within this newsletter is 
used by permission and is acknowledged. 

 
Field Directors 

Name     Chapter      Email 
Joan Stone     Explorers      alandjoanie.stone@gmail.com 
Rob and Joleen Baker   Triple F       rojopapio@cox.net 
Ina Hill-Carriker   Golden Rockers       inacarriker@yahoo.com 
Donna Hansen and Norma Hetrick  Courageous Ramblers Kcchifes@netzero.net 

(Co-Directors) 
Jan VanArsdall    Rolling Turtles      jvanars@neb.rr.com 
Ken and Sandy Kendall   Heartland Runabouts     kendalls4824@gmail.com 
Jim and Janet Staehr   Republican Valley Sodbusters    jjstaehr@gmail.com 
Leonard and Lynna McKenney  Members at Large     lynnamckenney@hotmail.com
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